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THE 

TRAVELS  OF  PRINCE  ACBAR. 


India  is  one  of  those  countries,  upon  which 
time  seems  scarcely  able  to  make  any  difference 
in  customs,  or  religion,  under  whatever  form  of 
government  it  may  happen  to  be  placed.  Its 
mhabitants  receive  no  improvement,  and  its 
arts,  handed  down  from  father  to  son,  scarcely 
admit  of  deterioration.  More  changes  have 
taken  place  in  its  dynasties,  more  divisions  have 
occurred  in  its  states,  than  perhaps  have  been 
experienced  by  any  other  country  of  the  civil- 
B  2 
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ized  earth,  and  yet  India  remains  up  to  this 
day,  the  same  as  it  was  a  thousand  years  ago, 
without  any  diflference  in  the  opinions,  pre- 
judices, and  habits  of  its  natives ;  and  whilst 
every  other  kingdom  has  undergone  total  re- 
volutions in  all  particulars,  and  the  most  solid 
works  of  man  have  crumbled  to  the  insignificant 
dust,  the  still  more  durable  institutions  of  Hin- 
Qoostan  remain  entire,  and  the  Indian  walks 
over  the  ruins  which  a  hundred  *  centuries  have 
left  behind,  clothed  in  the  same  dress,  and  ani- 
mated with  the  same  ideas,  that  characterized 
those  who  first  raised  them  from  the  earth. 
It  was  long  before  the  many  states  of  India 

*  At  what  period  the  above  sententious  periods  were 
written  by  the  Persian  story-teller  does  not  appear  in  the 
original  MS.  The  age  of  the  world  is  computed,  in  many 
Eastern  countries,  much  farther  back  than  it  is  reckoned 
by  the  Mosaic  account. 
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gathered  all  together,  formed  that  vast  empire  * 
which  is  now  the  wonder  of  the  world,  that  in 
a  kingdom  somewhat  to  the  east  of  the  great 
river  Ganges,  reigned  a  monarch  equally  beloved 
by  his  own  subjects  and  respected  by  the  neigh- 
bouring princes,  who  strove  which  should  most 
show  him  their  friendship ;  and  though,  being  a 
true  believer  himself,  his  subjects  were  mixed 
Mussulmans  and  Infidels,  it  is  wonderful  what 
harmony  and  peace  he  maintained  in  his  domi- 
nions, by  his  lenient  government  and  equal  dis- 
tribution of  justice.  He  was  also  very  famous 
for  his  learning  and  piety :  so  that  what  between 
taking  care  of  the  good  management  of  his 
kingdom,  the  duties  of  his  religion,  and  the 
time  he  gave  up  to  conversing  with  moolahs  f 

*  The  Mogul  Empire,  I  suppose. 

t  Moolahs  are  those  who  have  studied  the  law,  properly 
speaking ;  but  as  they  were  also  teachers  of  languages,  &c., 
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and  doctors,  examining  into  every  thing  that 
was  rare  and  curious,  and,  in  short,  all  branches 
of  study,  he  had  no  time  to  think  of  marrying, 
and  accordingly  lived  for  a  long  while  in  great 
happiness  and  estimation,  without  so  much  as 
ever  once  troubling  his  head  about  taking  a  wife, 
which  indeed  never  came  into  his  mind. 

At  length,  after  a  good  many  years'  peace,  a 
war  coming  on  (for  there  is  always  some  one  to 
stir  up  mischief),  the  king  took  the  command  of 
his  army  upon  himself  in  person,  and  marching 
upon  the  enemy,  he  gained  a  great  victory, 
which  made  them  very  ready  to  seek  for  a  peace; 
but  in  the  battle  the  king  behaved  with  such 
courage  and  boldness,  that  always  being  in  front, 
he  received  a  wound,  which  had  very  near  put 

many  have  taken  the  title  who  have  no  other  qualifications 
than  being  able  to  read,  and  having  some  slight  knowledge 
of  arithmetic. 
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an  end  to  his  life.  This  set  all  his  great  men 
and  nobles  upon  thinking  what  would  be  the 
case  suppose  the  king  should  die ;  and  then 
what  a  pity  it  would  be  if  they  were  to  lose  so 
good  a  monarch,  without  his  leaving  some  one 
behind  who  might  inherit  his  virtues,  as  well  as 
dominions.  Whereupon,  as  soon  as  the  king 
was  pretty  well  recovered,  they  took  occasion  to 
congratulate  him  on  his  success,  begging,  at  the 
same  time,  that  he  would  bethink  him  of  marry- 
ing, that  none  but  one  of  his  descendants  might 
come  to  the  throne,  when  it  should  please  God 
to  remove  from  them  so  good  a  sovereign. 

This  conversation  did  not  at  all  displease  the 
king,  as  he  saw  there  was  a  great  deal  of  rea- 
son in  it;  and  it  also  showed  an  attachment 
to  his  person  and  government;  and,  accord- 
ingly, he  bethought  him  of  whom  it  would  be 
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-best  to  raise  to  the  dignity  of  being  his  queen. 
Now  it  so  happened,  that  the  prime  vizier,  who 
had  faithfully  served  him,  as  well  as  the  last 
king,  his  father,  before  him,  had  been  killed  in 
the  late  battle,  leaving  a  daughter,  who  lived  at 
a  country  house  some  way  distant  from  the 
capital,  retired  in  great  modesty  and  loneliness, 
and  mourning  for  her  father's  death.  At  the 
same  time  report  said  that  she  was  uncommonly 
handsome  and  agreeable,  as  well  as  virtuous  and 
discreet ;  so  that  the  king,  who  had  heard  much 
of  her  beauty  and  wit,  thought  upon  her  as  the 
fittest  person  for  his  choice,  as,  by  making  her 
his  queen,  he  would  in  some  degree  recompense 
her  for  what  she  had  suffered  in  his  cause,  and 
he  would  be  able  to  console  her  himself  for  the 
loss  of  her  father.  But  before  he  came  to  any 
determination,  he  resolved  to  take  some  sort  of 


TRAVELS    OF   PRINCE    ACBAR.  9 

disguise,  and  go  and  see  her  in  person,  which 
truly  was  no  such  easy  matter,  as  she  lived  in 
great  privacy,  and  admitted  no  one ;  but,  never- 
theless, the  king  did  not  give  it  up,  but  effected 
his  purpose  in  the  following  manner  : — 

Having  arranged  all  the  affairs  of  the  state 
with  uncommon  diligence  and  attention,  so  as 
to  make  his  presence  less  necessary  at  the  ca* 
pital,  he  pretended  to  his  courtiers  and  viziers 
that  he  would  go  out  to  some  distant  part  of 
his  kingdom  on  a  hunting  party,  for  the 
better  recovery  of  his  health;  and  accordingly, 
taking  with  him  but  a  few  attendants,  he  left 
the  care  of  the  city  to  his  new  prime  minister, 
and  turned  his  course  to  that  province  where  the 
daughter  of  his  last  vizier  resided,  and  hunting 
all  the  way  as  he  went  along.  He  at  last  came 
pretty  near  the  place  where  her  house  stood,  and 
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there  fixed  his  damp,  bidding  his  attendants,  at 
the  same  time,  not  to  divulge  that  he  was  the 
king,  upon  pain  of  death ;  but  if  questioned  by 
any  one,  only  to  say  that  he  was  Emir  such  a 
person,  a  great  lord  of  the  court,  who  had  come 
there  to  take  his  pleasure  hunting ;  and  accord- 
ingly his  slaves,  who  were  very  discreet  and 
obedient,  performed  what  he  desired  them  cor- 
rectly. And  it  was  shortly  after  spread  about, 
that  the  stranger  who  had  lately  come  was  one 
of  the  emirs,  who  finding  himself  incommoded 
by  the  air  of  the  town,  had  left  it  to  exercise 
himself  in  the  country ;  with  such  other  tales  in 
addition,  as  the  imagination  of  every  one  hap- 
pened to  suggest  at  the  minute. 

Every  thing  fell  out  just  as  the  king  had 
intended ;  and  there  being  a  great  deal  of  talk 
in  the  neighbourhood  about  the  new  comer,  his 
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arrival  was  not  long  in  reaching  the  ears  of  the 
vizier's  daughter;  and  his  name  and  history 
being  told  very  differently  by  different  people, 
according  to  their  own  fancy  (though  none  sus- 
pected that  it  was  the  king),  she  conceived  a 
great  curiosity  to  see  him.  But  being  very 
reserved,  and  always  accustomed  to  live  in  the 
country,  whereby  she  had  acquired  a  great  deal 
of  shyness,  she  took  no  means  to  gratify  her 
wish,  but  contented  herself  with  making  inquiries 
of  her  slaves  concerning  the  stranger,  every  day/ 
It  was  not,  however,  the  king's  intention  that  the 
matter  should  rest  here.  So  when  he  thought 
he  had  waited  long  enough,  and  that  the  lady 
must  have  heard  of  his  being  there,  he  went 
out  upon  a  hunting  party,  which  he  managed  to 
bring  through  the  wood  close  by  her  house ;  but 
scarcely  had  he  passed  by,  when  he  made  a  stop, 
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as  if  seized  by  some  sudden  illness,  and  llgliting 
down  from  his  horse,  he  took  a  seat  under  a 
tree,  where  his  slaves,  who  had  their  instruc- 
tions, gathered  round  about  him,  making  a  loud 
noise  and  lament^ation,  which  reached  the  ears 
of  the  vizier's  daughter,  and  caused  her  to  ask 
what  was  the  matter,  whereupon  some  of  the 
slaves  went  out  to  see. 

Upon  being  told  that  it  was  the  stranger 
lord,  who  was  seized  with  an  unexpected  sick- 
ness, she  was  so  moved  and  concerned  with  the 
tidings,  that  running  *  out  without  her  veil,  she 

*  Hospitality  and  charity  towards  strangers  in  distress 
of  any  kind,  is  one  of  tlie  duties  most  strongly  inculcated 
in  the  Koran,  and  very  generally  followed.  One  of  the 
Arabs  of  the  desert,  who  would  plunder  without  scruple  a 
rich  'caravan,  would,  in  all  probability,  relieve  the  stranger 
he  found  perishing  of  thirst  or  sickness,  would  forward  him 
on  his  journey,  and  protect  him  at  the  risk  of  his  life. 
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desired  that  he  might  be  instantly  brought  into 
her  house,  which  would  at  all  events  offer  better 
accommodation  than  the  wood.  No  sooner  had 
the  king  seen  her,  with  her  eyes  sparkling 
through  eagerness,  and  her  countenance  full  of 
tender  pity,  than  he  became  deeply  enamoured 
of  her,  and  was  so  affected  with  the  sight  of  her 
charms,  that  the  lady,  thinking  from  the  trouble 
of  his  face  that  his  distemper  had  become  worse, 
redoubled  her  kindness  and  attention,  even 
assisting  him  with  her  own  hand  into  the  dwell- 
ing, where,  being  laid  upon  a  sofa,  he  returned 
a  thousand  thanks  to  the  beautiful  creature  who 
had  taken  so  great  an  interest  in  his  sickness. 

After  having  staid  some  time  there,  he 
feigned  that  he  was  better;  and  though  he  could 
never  enough  admire  the  graces  and  loveliness 
of  his  entertainer,  he  found  that  he   must  be 
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going,  and  therefore  assured  her  that  he  was 
well  enough  to  return  home ;  but  she  expressing 
some  doubts  of  his  being  quite  recovered,  he 
begged  permission  to  show  her  that  he  was 
perfectly  himself  again,  by  coming  next  day  to 
return  his  thanks  for  her  very  great  hospitality 
and  kindness.  To  this  proposal  she  very  readily 
acceded,  as  indeed  it  was  what,  of  all  other 
things,  she  most  wished  on  earth;  and  the  king 
took  his  leave  with  thoughts  and  sensations 
quite  new,  but  at  the  same  time  very  delightftd. 
As  for  the  vizier's  daughter,  she  could  not 
divine  what  it  was  that  caused  her  so  much 
anxiety;  and  though  she  strove  a  thousand  times 
to  think  of  any  thing  on  earth  rather  than  the 
agreeable  stranger,  to  whatever  other  subject 
she  turned  her  thoughts,  they  always  in  the 
endj  somehow,   connected  themselves  with  the 
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adventure  of  the  morning*,  and  her  heart  beat 
strangely  for  the  interview  that  was  to  take 
place  the  next  day.  She  could  not  fancy  why 
all  her  feelings  were  so  changed,  though  the 
whole  secret  was,  that  she  had  never  in  her  life 
been  in  company  with  a  young  and  handsome 
man  before,  especially  one  so  polite  and  agree- 
able. However  that  might  be,  not  one  wmk 
of  repose  could  she  get  during  the  whole  night, 
which  the  more  troubled  her,  as  she  wished 
to  appear  to  the  best  advantage  when  she 
saw  the  pretended  emir  again;  and  yet  the 
more  she  tried  to  sleep,  the  further  she  was 
from  it. 

At  length  the  next  day  came,  and  the  king 
wishing  to  keep  up  his  disguise  a  little  longer, 
proceeded  on  his  visit,  still  as  the  emir,  and 
was  very  well  and  courteously  received  by  the 
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young  lady,  wlio  had  waited  very  impatiently 
for  his  arrival. 

"  I  congratulate  you,  my  lord,"  said  the 
vizier's  daughter,  as  soon  as  they  were  seated, 
"  as  I  see  you  are  restored  to  health;  and  I  hope 
you  have  had  no  return  of  your  illness." 

"Not  in  the  least,  Madam,"  replied  the  king; 
"  and  I  can  never  be  sufficiently  grateful  for  all 
your  kindness  and  generosity  towards  a  stranger; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  I 
am  afflicted  with  a  very  sad  disease,  wliich  will 
assuredly  prove  fatal,  without  I  can  find  some 
specific  of  great  efficacy." 

The  young  lady  was  very  much  concerned 
indeed  at  this  speech,  which  the  king  made 
with  all  gravity,  and  indeed  she  could  not  hide 
her  grief.  "  Perhaps,  my  lord,''  rejoined  she, 
"  if  I  heard  what  your  distemper  was,  I  might 
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know  some  way  of  curing  it.  Now  the  powder 
of  an  unicorn's*  horn  is  good  for  the  bite  of  all 
serpents ;  and  confection  made  of  the  brains  of 
toads,  with  certain  spices,  will  cure  those  who 
have  been  looked  upon  by  an  evil  eye."f 


*  This  remedy  was  not  only  in  great  repute  in  the 
East,  where  it  was  looked  upon  as  infallible  against  the 
bite  of  serpents,  but  was  also  wonderfully  valued  in 
European  countries,  for  many  qualities,  until  within 
comparatively  late  years.  In  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
First,  it  was  highly  esteemed ;  so  much  so,  as  sometimes 
to  be  weighed  against  gold :  and  I  have  seen  in  an  old 
botanical  work  directions  for  choosing  the  horn  of  the 
true  unicorn,  and  detecting  the  impositions  which,  from 
the  greatness  of  its  price,  were  often  attempted, 

t  An  evil  eye  is  very  common  in  all  Eastern  fictions ; 
when  the  person  who  possessed  this  tremendous  organ  was 
excited  by  any  violent  passion,  its  effects  have  been  repre- 
sented as  so  dreadful,  that  those  upon  whom  its  glance 
fell  (though  even  accidentally)  instantly  fell  back,  and 
sometimes  died  on  the  spot. — See  The  Caliph  Vathek, 

VOL.  II.  C 
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"  My  distemper,"  replied  the  king,  "  is  a 
certain  burning  at  the  heart,  which  keeps  me 
from  sleep,  or  rest,  night  or  day,  and  which  is 
not  really  and  truly,  according  to  physicians,  one 
of  those  diseases  which  all  the  race  of  man  are 
subject  to,  but  it  is  occasioned  by  certain  strong 
charms  that  have  been  employed  against  me." 

"  Then  your  only  way.  Sir,"  answered  the 
vizier's  daughter,  quite  seriously,  and  without 
at  all  perceiving  the  supposed  emir's  drift,  "  will 
be,  either  by  force  or  entreaties,  to  make  the 
person  who  has  enchanted  you,  give  you  a 
remedy  or  counter-charm."* 

*  There  are  many  ways  of  getting  rid  of  these  enchant- 
ments; such  as  applying  to  a  magician  of  greater  skill  than 
the  enchanter,  having  recourse  to  some  talisman,  &c.  *,  but 
the  one  mentioned  in  the  tale  is  the  easiest  and  most 
effectual.  Some  author  in  his  travels  gives  a  very  elabo- 
rate account  of  certain   charms  made  use  of  at  Greek 
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No  sooner  had  slie  spoken  these  words,  than 
tlie  king,  rising  from  the  sofa  on  which  they 
were  sitting,  threw  himself  at  her  feet,  saying, 
"  It  is  only  by  entreaties  that  I  can  hope 
to  succeed;  and  it  is  none  other  than  your- 
self, O  most  beautiful  lady  !  to  whom  I  must 
apply." 

The  vizier's  daughter  now  began  to  under- 
stand the  nature  of  the  king's  disorder,  but  not 
willing  to  seem  too  ready,  "  Sir,"  said  she,  "  you 
mistalve,  I  am  no  magician ;  and  therefore, 
though  I  would  very  willingly  do  anything  to 
serve  you,  yet  I  cannot  remove  the  charms  you 
have  just  mentioned." 

marriages,  which  the  superstition  of  the  parties  attempted 
to  be  enchanted,  sometimes  renders  effectual.  When  this 
is  the  case,  the  only  way  is  to  apply  to  those  who  wrought 
the  enchantment,  who  perhaps  may  be  induced  to  remove 
the  spell.  I  believe  this  is  given  by  Sonini. 
c  2 
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"  Yet,  nevertheless,  my  princess,"  replied  the 
king,  still  kneeling  and  holding  her  hand, 
"  yours  are  the  charms  that  have  enchanted  me, 
and  the  only  remedy  or  counter-charm  is  your- 
self, which,  though  it  can  never  cure  the  disease, 
will  prevent  it  from  proving  fatal." 

These  words  were  very  pleasing  to  the  young 
lady,  who  had  conceived  a  strong  alBfection  for 
the  king  from  the  first;  but  notwithstanding, 
she  answered  very  timidly.  "  Sir,"  said  she,  "if 
I  understand  you  rightly,  all  I  can  reply  is, 
that  my  father  being  lately  dead,  I  cannot 
attend  to  any  such  thing  as  you  propose  now;  " 
and  seeing  that  her  answer  troubled  the  king, 
she  added,  "  but  I  will  not  scruple  to  own  to 
you,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  have  a  great 
friendship  and  esteem  for  you,  and  will  be 
always  very  happy  of  your  company." 
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This  last  very  much  revived  the  monarch, 
who  being  fully  as  much  a  novice  in  aifairs  of 
love  as  the  lady,  (whose  sex  have  always  a 
natural  insight  into  that  passion),  had  been  very 
much  dejected  by  her  first  reserve;  but  taking 
courage,  he  pushed  his  suit  more  ardently,  and 
after  remaining  with  her  in  agreeable  conversa- 
tion during  the  best  part  of  the  day,  he  retired, 
and  received  permission  to  visit  her  again  on  the 
morrow,  which,  as  may  be  supposed,  he  did  not 
fail  to  do. 

Every  day  that  the  king  returned,  he  had  the 
greater  cause  to  be  satisfied  with  his  reception  ; 
and  his  affection  for  the  young  lady,  instead  of 
abating,  as  a  light  and  whimsical  passion  would 
have  done,  gradually  grew  stronger;  so  that 
what  with  prayers  and  importunities,  he  pre- 
vailed upon  the  vizier's  daughter  to  give  him  a 
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promise  of  becoming  his  wife,  as  soon  as  that 
time  had  gone  by,  which  custom  prescribes  for 
us  to  mourn  the  death  of  so  near  a  relation.  And 
though  as  a  king  he  might  have  commanded 
her  obedience,  he  rather  chose  that  it  should  be 
the  result  of  her  own  choice  and  affection  for 
him ;  and  therefore  he  continued  to  play  the  part 
of  the  emir,  till  such  time  as  it  was  necessary  to 
return  to  the  government  of  his  kingdom,  when, 
feigning  that  he  was  recalled  to  court,  he  took 
leave  of  the  young  lady,  promising  that  he 
would  return  with  all  speed,  and  claim  her 
for  his  wife. 

The  daughter  of  the  vizier  (as  may  be  con- 
ceived) was  sensibly  afflicted  at  the  departure  of 
one  whom  she  entirely  loved ;  but  her  grief  was 
soon  to  be  very  greatly  increased,  for  by  and 
by  comes  a  special  messenger  from  the  court,  to 


I 


TRAVELS    OF    PRINCE    ACBAR.  23 

tell  her  that  the  king  had  been  pleased  to  select 
her  from  all  the  ladies  of  the  kingdom,  as  a 
person  worthy  of  his  hand,  and  therefore  com- 
manded* her  instant  attendance  at  the  capital 
city.  Well,  as  she  had  nothing  for  it  but  to 
comply,  she  made  what  preparations  were  neces- 
sary, and  set  out  on  her  journey,  resolving  to 
tell  the  king  all ;  how  that  her  heart  was  given 
to  another,  and  so  to  throw  herself  upon  the 
mercy  of  her  sovereign,  of  whom  she  had  always 
heard  her  father  speak  as  a  perfect  model  of 
justice  and  virtue. 

Thus,  very  melancholy  and  desponding,  she 
travelled  on  by  easy  stages,  with  all  sorts  of  ac- 


*  This  absolute  way  of  proceeding  is  perfectly  usual,  and 
in  the  regular  course.  See  the  History  of  Hamet  the  Great 
and  the  daughter  of  the  Said,  in  Tully's  Tripoli. 
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commodations,  which  the  king  had  caused  to  be 
prepared ;  and  at  the  same  time  was  everywhere 
received  and  treated  with  great  splendour  and 
festivals,  which  grieved  her  the  more,  as  being 
so  regarded  as  the  king's  bride  by  his  orders, 
showed  how  much  he  was  determin'^d  upon  her 
becoming  such.  At  length,  after  having  pro- 
tracted her  journey  as  much  as  possible,  she  ar- 
rived at  the  capital,  where  a  magnificent  lodging 
had  been  assigned  to  her,  in  one  of  the  king's 
palaces,  and  there  she  sat  down  in  great  fear 
and  expectation,  thinking  how  she  should  tell 
the  king  what  she  meditated. 

It  was  no  sooner  dark,  than  the  king,  putting 
on  the  habit  of  an  emir,  flew  to  welcome  his 
mistress,  who  received  him  with  a  very  sorrow- 
ful countenance,  and  grieved  over  this  mutual 
misfortune.     After  the  king  had  allowed  her 
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for  some  time  to  give  way  to  her  tears,  he  said 
to  her,  "  Adorable  lady  !  I  cannot  find  words  to 
tell  you  all  my  gratitude  for  your  compassion 
towards  me,  for  it  is  I  alone  am  to  be  pitied, 
especially  as  the  misery  I  shall  suffer  in  losing 
you  is  altogether  of  my  own  seeking,  and 
brought  about  by  none  else." 

The  vizier's  daughter  was  very  much  sur- 
prised at  these  words,  and  desired  the  king  to 
tell  her  how  that  could  be. 

"  You  must  know  then.  Madam,"  replied  he, 
affecting  a  sorrowful  countenance,  though  in 
truth  he  was  very  happy,"  that  when  I  returned 
to  court,  I  heard  from  the  king  that  he  had 
determined  to  marry,  and  he  was  at  the  same 
time  complacent  enough  to  ask  my  advice, 
and  who  I  thought  most  worthy  of  the  high 
honour  of  his  alliance:  to  all  which  I  at  first 
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answered  cautiously,  knowing  that  princes  are 
of  an  exceeding  great  curiosity,  and  that  when 
once  they  have  fancied  a  thing,  they  are  not  to 
be  contradicted  in  their  pleasure.  But  then, 
directly  after,  remembering  how  very  unworthy 
I  was  of  your  hand,  and  how  much  greater 
splendour  and  happiness  you  would  enjoy  as  the 
wife  of  so  mighty  a  king,  rather  than  that  of 
an  humble  emir,  I  resolved  to  sacrifice  my  own 
happiness  to  the  advancement  of  a  person  I  so 
much  loved,  and  to  the  good  and  gratification  of 
my  royal  master ;  whereupon  I  gave  the  king  a 
full  and  true  account  of  your  beauty  and  perfec- 
tion, which  no  sooner  did  he  understand,  as  well 
as  that  you  were  the  daughter  of  his  late  prime 
vizier,  than  he  gave  orders  to  despatch  a  mes- 
senger without  loss  of  time,  giving  you  notice 
of  his  intention  in  your  favour." 
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As  soon  as  the  vizier's  daughter  had  heard 
this,  she  seemed  struck  dumb  with  grief  and 
astonishment.  "  Wretched  man !"  exclaimed  she, 
when  she  was  somewhat  recovered  from  her  first 
consternation,  "  what  is  this  you  have  done  ? 
You  have  made  me  the  most  miserable  of  God's 
creatures.  I  envy  not  rank  or  power ;  I  have 
pledged  my  faith,  and  given  my  heart  to  you, 
and  what  do  you,  but  incite  the  king  to  make  me 
his  wife,  when  X  cannot  love  him  as  I  ought  to 
do?"  and  thereupon  she  burst  into  tears.  These 
words,  but  more  the  grief  by  which  they  were 
accompanied,  very  much  touched  her  companion. 
"  What !"  demanded  he,  taking  both  her  hands 
in  his,  and  regarding  her  tenderly,  "  would  you 
rather  be  my  wife,  than  share  the  throne  of  this 
great  kingdom?" 

"  I  would  rather  be  your  wife,"  returned  she, 
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unable  to  control  her  emotions,  "  than  the  wife 
of  the  greatest  monarch  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth."  * 

The  king  could  contain  himself  no  longer,  but 
catching  her  in  his  arms,  he  kissed  her  lips  in 
a  rapture  of  delight,  and  undeceived  her  with 
respect  to  his  rank. 

*  In  the  generality  of  Eastern  countries,  love  (according 
to  our  ideas  of  that  passion)  is  quite  out  of  the  question  on 
the  side  of  the  men;  with  the  women  of  those  climates 
it  is  different,  and  the  many  bodies  of  murdered  women, 
which  are  found  near  most  large  cities  in  Asia,  are  at 
once  a  proof  of  the  violence  of  their  feelings,  and  their 
punishment,  either  through  ingratitude  or  revenge. 

"  About  two  months  ago,  there  was  found,  at  day-break, 
not  very  far  from  my  house,  the  bleeding  body  of  a  young 
woman,  naked,  only  wrapped  in  a  coarse  sheet,  with  two 
wounds  of  a  knife,  one  in  her  side,  and  another  in  her 
breast.  Very  little  inquiry  was  made  about  the  murderer, 
and  the  corpse  was  privately  buried  without  noise." — Lady 
M.  W,  Montague. 
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As  soon  as  she  understood  that  it  was  the 
king,  the  vizier's  daughter  would  have  thrown 
herself  at  his  feet,  but  this  he  would  by  no  means 
suffer  her  to  do.  "  No,''  said  he,  still  holding 
her  in  his  arms,  "  henceforth  you  are  equal  with 
myself,  my  wife  and  my  queen  !  " 

The  next  day  the  nuptials  were  celebrated 
with  great  pomp,  and  the  rejoicings  were  con- 
tinued incessantly  in  the  capital,  and  through 
the  whole  country,  hr  several  days ;  the  people 
all  giving  themselves  up  to  sport  and  amuse- 
ments, and  the  bounty  of  the  king  being 
felt  everywhere,  especially  as  he  ordered 
great  alms  to  be  given  to  all  religious  houses 
and    holy  men,   to    commemorate   this    happy 


*  Always  a  practice  upon  occasions  of  rejoicing  for  any 
gieat  event,  which  by  this  means  is  sure  to  be  commemo- 
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For  several  years  the  king  and  queen  lived 
together  in  the  greatest  happiness,  without  any 
thing  occurring  to  interrupt  their  joy,  which  was 
greatly  increased  by  the  birth  of  a  prince,  more 
beautiful  than  daylight,  to  whom  the  king  com- 
manded the  name  of  Acbar  to  be  given.  The 
greatest  care  being  paid  to  his  education,  even 
from  his  earliest  years,  he  grew  every  day  more 
graceful  and  accomplished,  and  showed  altogether 
such  an  extraordinary  genius  in  his  various 
studies,  that  the  masters  and  doctors  who  were 
engaged  to  teach  him,  were  delighted  with  their 
occupation,  and  opened  to  him  the  most  hidden 
secrets  of  their  several  sciences.  But  all  the 
languages  he  had  learned,  all  the  arts  he  knew, 
and  all  the  knowledge  he  had  acquired,  was  not 

rated,  and  handed  down  to  posterity  by  those  who  are  par- 
takers of  this  bounty. 
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sufficient  to  satisfy  his  curious  mind;  but  hearing 
of  the  learning,  arts,  and  magnificence  of  other 
countries,  he  became  possessed  with  such  a  vio- 
lent desire  to  travel,  that  it  was  his  contempla- 
tion night  and  day ;  and  though  the  good  king, 
his  father,  positively  refused  to  gratify  his  incli- 
nation in  this  respect,  he  could  not  banish  it 
from  his  thoughts,  but  would  eagerly  seek,  and 
converse  with,  all  travellers,  and  read  nothing  but 
accounts  of  curious  voyages  and  discoveries. 

At  length,  when  the  prince  was  about  eighteen 
years  of  age,  the  king  was  seized  with  a  violent 
illness,  and  beginning   to   feel  the  angel*    of 

*  This  angel  is  called  Azrayel ;  he  receives  the  soul 
immediately  after  it  quits  the  body,  and  conveys  it  to  its 
destined  abode  until  the  day  of  judgment,  before  which  the 
spirit  is  questioned  by  the  two  terrific  angels,  Monkir  and 
Neku',  concerning  its  belief;  when  if  found  not  to  be  one  of 
the  faithful,  it  undergoes  a  great  many  torments,  previous 


* 
32  THE    STRING    OF    PEARLS. 

death  approaching  very  fast,  he  called  his  chief 
counsellors  and  viziers  about  him,  that  they 
might  understand  what  distribution  he  chose  to 
make  of  the  kingdom  after  his  death,  which  was 
evidently  not  far  off. 

Accordingly,  he  naturally  left  his  crown  to 
his  son,  but  in  consideration  of  his  youth,  he 
appointed  the  queen  to  govern  the  realm  for 
one  year  after  his  death;  at  the  same  time  he 
called  Prince  Acbar  to  him,  and  exacted  from 
him  a  promise,  that,  until  such  time  as  he  had 

to  those  into  which  it  will  finally  be  plunged.  Voltaire 
introduces  this  angel  amongst  the  superstitions  of  the  Magi, 
in  that  elegant  satire,  "  Zadig,  ou  la  Destinee,"  where  he 
makes  him  a  kind  of  toll-keeper  on  the  bridge.  "  Apres 
tout,  dit  elle,  quand  mon  mari  passera  du  monde  d'hier, 
dans  ie  monde  du  lendemain  sur  le  pont  Tchimivar,  I'ange 
Asrael  lui  accordera-t-il  raoins  le  passage,  parceque  son  nez 
sera  un  peu  moins  long  dans  la  second e  vie  que  dans  la 
premiere?"— ZacZi^,  chap.  ii. 
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reached  the  age  of  five-and-twenty,  he  should 
never  be  absent  from  his  capital  above  the 
space  of  eight-and-twenty  days,  except  when 
he  commanded  his  armies  in  war,  and  then 
the  promise  was  not  to  hold. 

This  the  king  did  for  fear  that  the  prince's 
great  desire  to  travel  (which  he  very  well  saw) 
should  make  him  neglect  the  business  of  the 
state ;  knowing  that  the  greatest  check  upon 
all  disorder  and  rebellion  is  the  presence  of 
the  king. 

Prince  Acbar,  being  in  great  distress  to  see 
his  father  at  the  point  of  death,  readily  gave  his 
promise,  and  it  was  not  long  after  before  the  king 
was  no  more ;  and  for  a  long  time  the  young 
monarch,  who  had  loved  him  with  a  sincere 
affection,  was  so  taken  up  with  his  grief  that 
he  could  think  of  nothing  else;  and  far  from 

VOL.  II.  D 
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consoling  himself  by  thinking  of  the  great 
dominions  that  had  fallen  to  him,  he  only 
wished  that  his  father  was  still  living  to  govern 
them  himself.  But  time,  which  is  the  remover 
of  all  things,  gradually  subdued  the  grief  of 
the  young  king,  and  then  his  ruling  passion 
coming  back  upon  him,  he  began  to  think 
that  his  father  had  been  rather  hard  in  re- 
quiring such  a  promise  of  him  which  quite  cut 
him  off  from  the  pleasure  of  seeing  any  foreign 
countries,  which,  indeed,  was  his  great  ambi- 
tion. 

Now  it  so  happened,  that  the  person  who  had 
been  the  prince's  governor  was  the  brother  of 
the  grand  vizier;  and  besides  being  a  man 
of  very  fine  parts,  and  great  learning,  he  was 
also  very  ambitious,  and  hid  a  monstrous  and 
aspiring   spirit    under    great    humbleness   and 
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gravity  of  deportment;  nor  was  lie  in  this 
unlike  others,  for,  as  the  poet  says,  "  the  devil 
wears  a  long  beard  to  hide  the  ugliness  of  his 
countenance."  But,  however,  this  governor, 
whose  name  was  Mahmood,  was  very  much 
loved  by  Prince  Acbar,  who  confided  entirely 
in  him,  and  amongst  other  things  made  him 
acquainted  with  his  discontent  at  the  promise 
he  had  given,  of  not  being  more  than  eight- 
and-twenty  days  absent  from  his  capital. 

The  governor,  who  perfectly  well  knew  the 
young  king's  disposition,  and  how  strictly  just 
he  was  in  all  his  conduct,  was  sure  that  on  no 
account  would  he  forfeit  his  word;  but  at  the 
same  time  bethought  him  whether  he  could 
not  lay  hold  of  his  master's  inclination  to  travel, 
to  aggrandise  himself  and  his  brother,  the  grand 
vizier;  and  being  a  man  of  a  bad  and  corrupt 

J)2 
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heart,  he  did  not  scruple  to  plot  the  ruin  of  his 
prince,  in  order  to  arrive  at  his  own  ambitious 
ends.  Accordingly,  when  next  the  young  king 
spoke  of  the  promise  he  had  given,  as  he  was 
accustomed  sometimes  to  do  with  a  great  deal 
of  chagrin,  Mahmood  addressed  him  thus;  "  My 
lord,  you  know  that  it  has  always  been  my 
pleasure,  as  well  as  duty,  to  study  your  incli- 
nations in  all  things,  and  concert  the  means  of 
gratifying  them ;  and  I  think  in  this  instance 
1  know  a  way  of  coming  at  your  desire,  without 
at  all  breaking  your  promise  to  the  late  king, 
my  royal  master,  and  your  most  excellent 
father."  J 

"  That  is  impossible,"  replied  Prince  Acbar, 
with  a  melancholy  kind  of  smile,  "for  you 
know,  Mahmood,  that  it  will  take  twelve  days 
at  the  very  least,  to  arrive  at  the  frontiers  of 
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my  dominions,  and  what  with  that  taken  up  in 
going,  and  the  same  to  come  back  again,  there 
will  be  but  four  days  left,  which  are  not  suf- 
ficient to  traverse  the  sands  that  surround  us 
on  all  sides,  except  towards  Bengal ;  and  be- 
sides, if  it  were,  what  could  be  seen  in  four 
days  of  any  foreign  country?" 

"  That  is  all  very  true,"  my  Prince,  replied 
the  governor,  "but  there  are  secrets  which  can  do 
very  wonderful  things.  Some  of  these  I  know, 
and  will  undertake  that  you  shall  enjoy  yourself 
for  seven-and-twenty  days  in  any  country  which 
you  shall  choose  to  go  to,  and  yet  be  back  in 
your  own  palace,  where  we  now  stand,  before 
your  promise  is  broken." 

This  language  of  the  governor  gave  the 
prince  a  great  deal  of  pleasure,  and  his  consent 
and  delight  were   so  conspicuous  in  his  face, 
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that  Mahmood  continued  by  asking  what  coun- 
try he  would  like  to  visit  first. 

"  Why,  this  is  very  extraordinary,  indeed," 
replied  the  young  king ;  "  but,  nevertheless,  I 
believe  every  word  you  say,  and  am  willing  to 
put  it  to  the  trial,  by  seeing  whether  you  can 
transport  me  to  Afghaunistan,  "  *  (which  is  a 
country  close  upon  Persia,  and  also  near  to 
Cachmere.) 

To  this  the  governor  very  readily  agreed,  but 
at  the  same  time,  he  bound  Prince  Acbar  by  a 

*  Afghauuistan  now  contains  Cachmere,  though  at  the 
period  of  this  tale,  that  beautiful  valley,  which,  from  its 
fertility  and  licentious  pleasures,  has  been  called  the  Para- 
dise of  India,  seems  to  have  been  governed  by  separate 
kings,  and  distinct  from  Caubal.  See  Mr.  Elphinston's 
Memoir  upon  that  country,  perhaps  the  most  beautiful, 
interesting,  and  comprehensive  work  which  our  language 
possesses  on  any  similar  subject. 
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terrible  oath,  to  keep  liis  proceeding  a  secret 
from  the  queen,  and  all  the  court,  and  then  gave 
him  instructions  how  he  should  manage  to  get 
away;  according  to  which  the  young  king  one 
day  told  the  queen,  his  mother,  that  he  was 
going  to  hunt  for  a  while  in  the  country,  and 
that  as  he  did  not  like  to  have  a  great  crowd 
staring  at  him,  he  should  conceal  his  quality, 
and  only  suffer  Mahmood  the  governor,  and  one 
faithful  slave,  to  bear  him  company.  To  this 
proposal  of  Prince  Acbar  the  queen  made  no 
objection,  as  ever  since  her  marriage  with  the 
king,  the  manner  of  their  first  acquaintance 
had  made  her  strongly  favour  the  exercise  of 
.  hunting ;  but  before  her  son  departed,  she  took 
care  to  remind  him  of  his  promise,  and  desired 
him  not  to  exceed  the  term  of  eight-and-twenty 
days  at  the  most.     He  assured  her  very  truly 
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that  he  had  not  forgotten  his  word,  nor  would 
he  (he  said)  ever  break  it  voluntarily;  and 
taking  leave  of  the  good  princess,  he  set  out 
with  the  governor,  and  attended  only  by  a  slave 
whom  he  could  perfectly  trust. 

After  having  travelled  on  for  two  hours 
without  stopping,  they  came  to  a  single 
house,  which  turned  out  to  be  that  of  a  poor 
man,  who  got  his  living  by  fishing  in  a  large 
lake  close  by.  Here  Mahmood  signified  that 
they  must  dismount,  and  leading  their  horses  to 
the  cottage,  they  told  the  fisherman  to  take  care 
of  them  till  they  had  returned  from  a  long  jour- 
ney they  were  about  to  make  on  foot.  This  he 
readily  undertook,  as  he  had  three  fine  horses  in 
his  own  hands,  besides  their  furniture,  which 
was  very  rich  and  costly.  When  this  was  set- 
tled, the  governor  gave  him  a  piece  of  gold,  and 
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bade  him  bring  a  lamp  and  some  firing,  wliich 
they  should  have  occasion  for.  The  wood  was 
soon  procured,  and  after  having  searched  some 
time,  the  poor  man  brought  them  an  old  lamp, 
which,  after  much  ado,  being  lighted,  the  gover- 
nor gave  him  another  piece  of  gold,  and  forbid- 
ding him  to  follow,  proceeded  to  the  banks  of 
the  lake,  together  with  Prince  Acbar  and  the 
slave,  neither  of  whom  could  conceive  what  was 
the  meaning  of  all  these  extraordinary  prepara- 
tions. Nor  could  they  divine  what  they  had  to 
do  with  a  lamp  just  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  or 
how  they  could  use  a  fire,  without  any  thing 
to  cook ;  especially  the  slave,  who,  having  the 
wood  to  carry,  thought  it  was  all  trouble  for 
nothing,  and  would  fain  have  grumbled,  if  he 
had  dared. 

When  they  had  proceeded  for  some  way 
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along  the  banks  of  tlie  lake — which  were  as 
beautiful  as  can  be  conceived,  shaded  with 
tall  trees,  that  hung  down  to  the  water,  which, 
being  very  clear,  reflected  again  all  their  leaves, 
and  the  beautiful  flowers  that  some  of  them  bore, 
— they  came  at  last  to  a  little  shady  bay,  round 
about  being  room  enough  for  several  persons  to 
stand,  but  so  surrounded  by  rocks,  mountains, 
and  forests,  that  nobody  could  overlook  them,  or 
see  what  they  were  about;  and  here  Mahmood 
the  governor  stopped  short,  and  taking  the  wood 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  slave,  he  made  it  into  a 
pile,  and  putting  the  lamp  to  it,  it  presently 
took  fire,  and  blazed  up  very  high.  As  soon  as 
he  saw  that  it  was  thoroughly  kindled,  he  ran 
round  it  three  times,*  repeating  certain  words 

*  In  all  magical  ceremonies  upon  record,  there  will,  I 
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in  a  low  voice,  which  Prince  Acbar,  though  he 
knew  many  languages,  did  not  at  all  understand. 
Then  snatching  one  of  the  lighted  sticks  from 
the  fire,  he  took  and  drew  some  characters  on 
the  sand,  such  as  we  often  see  written  on  sabres* 
and  talismans.  When  he  had  done  this,  he 
retired  back  a  little,  and  threw  the  stick  into 
the  lake ;    whereupon  immediately  they  found 

believe,  be  found  some  use  made  of  a  circle,  which  has 
always  been  considered  the  emblem  of  eternity  :  running 
three  times  round  the  fire  was,  therefore,  perfectly  consist- 
ent with  every  principle  of  magic,  three  being  a  cabalistic 
number  of  great  influence. 

*  It  is  far  from  uncommon  to  see  sabres  inscribed  with 
some  verse  of  the  Koran,  or  with  cabalistic  signs.  "  The 
sabres  especially,  the  blades  of  which  emitted  a  dazzling 
radiance,  fixed  more  than  all  the  rest  the  caliph's  atten- 
tion, who  promised  himself  to  decipher  at  his  leisure,  the 
uncouth  characters  engraven  on  their  sides." — Vathek. 
See  also  Asiatic  Miscellany. 
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the  ground  shake  under  them,  and  a  great  fear 
fell  upon  the  slave,  who  thought  that  the  day 
of  judgment  was  about  to  come ;  but  presently 
the  ground  opened  before  them,  where  Mah- 
mood  had  written  the  characters,  and  instantly 
closed  again,  leaving  behind  a  beautiful  and  rich 
chariot,  made  of  the  shell  of  a  certain  fish*  that 
lives  in  the  China  seas,  and"  one  of  which,  when 
empty,  is  large  enough  to  contain  a  man  upright. 
The  wheels  of  the  chariot  were  of  amethyst,  and 
the  axle-tree  consisted  of  one  single  stick  of 

*  I  have  endeavoured  in  vain  to  discover  what  this  fish 
could  be,  whose  shell  was  so  large,  but  my  endeavours  to 
that  eflfect  have  proved  fruitless.  I  must  therefore  leave 
it  to  the  consideration  of  those  who  are  more  skilled  in 
natural  history,  who  will  probably  be  able  to  determine 
this,  and  at  the  same  time,  the  nature  of  that  still 
larger  shell,  mentioned  in  a  previous  tale,  the  Diver  of 
Oman. 
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amber.  Prince  Acbar  could  have  looked  at 
the  chariot  for  ever,  had  not  his  admiration  been 
turned  to  the  horses,  which  were  of  a  dazzling 
whiteness,  without  one  spot  or  blemish,  with 
their  nostrils  and  pasterns  of  pale  pink;  but 
that  which  was  most  extraordinary  was,  that 
just  above  their  shoulder  bone  began  the  blade 
of  a  long  wing,*  which  folding  down  on  each 

*  These  horses  seem  to  bear  some  affinity  to  the  camels, 
which,  according  to  the  Mahommedan  superstition,  will  be 
sent  to  cany  the  tme  believers  into  Paradise,  which  are 
furnished  with  white  wings,  and  decked  with  gold.  But 
this  tale,  which  I  believe  originated  with  Ali,  seems  rather 
at  variance  with  the  doctrine  of  the  prophet  himself,  for 
how  the  camels  could  carry  their  riders  over  the  Siral, 
which  is  a  bridge  sharper  than  the  edge  of  a  scimitar, 
I  cannot  conceive,  unless  they  had  been  trained  to  rope 
dancing ;  and  as  it  is  positively  prohibited  to  enter  Para- 
dise by  any  other  means,  their  wings  would  be  of  no 
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side,  after  the  fashion  of  a  bird's,  were  also  of 
an  excessive  whiteness,  all  except  one  spot, 
exactly  in  the  centre,  which  was  enriched  with 
rose  colour  and  gold.  It  is  also  a  thing  to  be 
remarked,  that  these  wings  lay  flat  and  close 
to  their  body,  and  were  covered  with  feathers 
similar  to  those  of  a  swan.  But  it  was  their 
actions  which  surprised  Prince  Acbar  even  more 
than  their  appearance,  for  no  sooner  did  they 
perceive  the  lire  *  which  the  governor  had 
lighted,  but  they  both  fell  upon  it,  as  other 
horses  would  do  upon  corn,  and  had  soon  eaten 
every  bit  up,  flames  and  all.  When  Mahmood 
saw  that  the  horses  had  quite  done  their  fiery 

*  This  would  seem  to  be  rather  an  unprecedented  proce- 
dure, but  as  these  horses  were  no  doubt  dives  or  slaves  to 
Eblis,  and  worshippers  of  fire,  such  a  meal  does  not  seem 
so  unnatural  as  it  may  at  first  be  supposed. 
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meal,  he  hastened  Prince  Acbar  to  take  his  seat 
in  the  chariot,  and  he  himself  followed,  making 
the  slave  sit  himself  down  at  their  feet,  for  it 
was  scarcely  large  enough  to  hold  three. 

As  soon  as  they  were  all  seated,  the  horses 
gave  a  loud  neigh,  and  expanded  their  wings, 
which  they  fanned  backwards  and  forwards  for  a 
minute  or  two,  collecting  air.  At  the  same  time, 
the  amber  axle  of  the  chariot  began  to  move  of 
itself,  and  eight  wings,  exactly  like  those  of  the 
horses,  starting  out  from  the  wheels,  four  being 
placed  at  equal  distances  on  each  wheel,  were 
all  at  once  put  in  motion  by  the  turning  of 
the  axle-tree,  and  speedily  wafted  the  chariot 
into  the  air.  At  the  same  time,  the  horses 
exerting  all  their  vigour.  Prince  Acbar  was 
drawn  forward  with  such  incredible  rapidity, 
that  at  first  he  quite  lost  his  breath,  and  was 
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fain,  tlirough  giddiness,  to  grasp  the  arm  of  the 
governor,  who,  though  a  magician,  as  we  have 
seen,  and  therefore  of  necessity  accustomed  to 
such  exercises,  was  nevertheless  at  first  quite 
overpowered  by  the  quickness  of  the  motion.  So 
much  so  indeed,  was  this  the  case,  that  he  was 
glad  enough  to  close  his  eyes,  lest  by  looking 
down  from  the  vast  height  to  which  they  had  risen, 
his  brain  should  turn,  and  he  should  jump  out 
of  the  chariot,  by  which  he  would  have  been 
infallibly  destroyed;  and  the  slave  being  more 
confounded  than  either  of  the  others,  they  all 
three  continued  for  some  time  mute  with  sur- 
prise and  astonishment. 

However,  it  was  the  Prince  who  recovered 
his  senses  first  of  the  three ;  and  being  naturally 
of  a  bold  and  enterprising  disposition,  he  felt  a 
kind  of  noble  pride  and  delight  in  the  novelty 
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and  danger  of  liis  situation;  and  casting  his  eyes 
first  round  about  where  was  to  be  seen  nothing 
except  clouds  and  air,  and  then  down  below,  he 
presently  perceived,  that  in  the  short  space  of 
time  which  they  had  already  travelled,  the  cha- 
riot had  risen  so  high,  that  he  could  with  diffi- 
culty distinguish  the  different  objects  on  the  earth, 
such  as  forests,  mountains,  and  valleys.  In  a 
short  time  after,  these  became  still  less  distinct, 
and  the  earth  seemed  nothing  but  one  vast  mass, 
with  different  lights  and  shadows  upon  it,  as  the 
sunshine  happened  to  fall ;  so  that  Prince  Acbar 
concluded,  from  the  quickness  with  which  they 
went,  that  it  would  not  be  long  before  they 
arrived  at  their  journey's  end;  in  which  opinion 
he  was  confirmed  by  the  governor  Mahmood, 
who,  as  soon  as  he  had  sufficiently  come  to 
himself  to  speak,  assured  the  young  king,  that 

VOL.   II.  E 
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the  horses  knew  exactly  whither  they  wished  to 
go,  and  would  convey  them  in  a  straight  line  to 
the  precise  spot  most  convenient  for  them  to 
alight. 

After  having  proceeded  for  about  three  hours 
with  prodigious  rapidity,  the  chariot  began  per- 
ceptibly to  descend,  the  horses  flying  more  slowly, 
and  the  wings  on  the  wheels  being  no  more 
moved  than  what  was  just  sufficient  to  keep  the 
whole  upon  a  level.  At  length,  when  they  were 
near  enough  to  the  earth  to  distinguish  things 
below,  they  perceived  a  fine  city  at  some  distance 
before  them,  with  a  great  many  magnificent 
buildings  and  gardens,  which  the  governor  told 
Prince  Acbar  was  the  Capital  of  Afghaunistan ; 
but  as  it  was  convenient  that  they  should  alight 
at  some  distance  from  the  town,  on  account  of 
the   extraordinary   equipage  which  bore  them, 
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the  horses,  knowing  their  thoughts,  passed  over 
the  city,  which  the  prince  was  surprised  to  be- 
hold, on  their  coming  near,  quite  in  darkness,  as 
at  the  height  which  they  still  were,  the  sun  was 
very  high  above  the  horizon;  but  as  ihey  des- 
cended, the  night  gradually  came  over  them, 
and  at  last  all  things  around  became  enveloped 
in  darkness. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  chariot  reached  the 
earth,  and  Prince  Acbar  having  alighted  with 
the  governor  and  the  slave,  the  earth  opened 
and  received  the  chariot  and  horses,  as  soon  as 
their  feet  had  touched  the  ground.  When  the 
prince  had  expressed  his  astonishment  at  what 
had  happened,  and  made  a  great  many  inquiries 
about  the  affair,  which  for  certain  reasons  of  his 
own  Mahmood  did  not  choose  to  satisfy,  the 
governor  pressed  him  to  hurry  on  to  the  city, 
e2 
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lest  they  should  miss  a  lodging  from  the  late- 
ness of  the  hour,  as  he  said;  but,  nevertheless,  his 
real  reason  was  that  the  young  king  might  not 
have  time  to  question  him  too  closely,  which 
would  not  altogether  have  suited  his  pur- 
poses. 

It  being  then  somewhat  past  the  time  of  even- 
ing prayer,  *  as  was  said  before,  it  was  quite  dark, 
and  none  of  them  knowing  the  way,  they  were 
very  much  perplexed  to  find  it,  especially  as  al- 
most all  the  shops  in  the  town  which  lay  before 
them  were  shut  up,  and  only  a  light  to  be  seen 

*  The  evening  prayer  is  enjoined  to  be  performed  im- 
mediately after  the  sun  is  set,  but  nevertheless  it  might  be 
quite  dark  when  Prince  Acbar  arrived  in  Afghaunistan,  for 
in  southern  countries  night  very  rapidly  follows  the  foot- 
steps of  the  day,  and  scarcely  is  the  sun  below  the  hori- 
zon before  darkness  overshadows  all  that  he  enlivened 
before. 
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now  and  then,  as  some  one  of  the  shopkeepers,  * 
more  tardy  than  the  rest,  was  closing  in  his 
windows  before  he  returned  home  for  the 
night. 

Things  being  thus,  they  turned  first  one  way 
and  then  another,  sometimes  mistaking  the  road, 
and  sometimes  finding  it,  so  that  the  night  got 
pretty  well  advanced,  and  they  were  no  nearer 
the  city  than  at  first.     At  length,  Prince  Acbar 

*  The  shop  of  an  oriental  tradesman  is  most  frequently 
euliielj  detached  from  his  dwelling,  and  so"  little  idea  have 
the  nations  of  Asia  of  lighting  their  streets  by  any 
means,  that  when  one  of  their  most  enlightened  monarchs 
was  informed  that  some  of  our  cities  were  illuminated 
every  night  with  globe  lamps,  he  treated  it  as  a  traveller's 
tale,  and  concluded  his  expression  of  unbelief  by  saying, 
"  It  cannot  be  true,  for  I  should  like  to  know  who  would 
pay  for  it ;"  with  which  sage  remark  all  the  sceptical  court 
were  very  much  delighted,  and  laughed  three  times  at  the 
joke  of  the  Sultan. 
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perceiving  that  Mahmood  could  not  guide  them, 
and  that  the  slave,  who  pretended  that  his  sight 
was  better,  only  served  to  lead  them  farther 
wrong,  took  the  business  to  himself,  and  fixing 
his  eyes  upon  a  minaret  *  that  was  visible  by  the 
sort  of  light  that  they  had,  he  walked  on  straight 
towards  it,  desiring  the  others  to  follow,  taking 
heed  of  the  ground  lest  they  should  fall  into  any 
pit  or  river.  After  that  they  got  on  pretty  well, 
although  it  was  very  late  before  they  reached 
the  city  gates,  which  were  on  the  point  of  closing. 
When  they  had  entered  the  town,  their  next 

*  The  first  minaret  which  was  ever  erected,  according 
to  D'Herbelot,  was  added  by  Valid  to  the  principal 
mosque  at  Damascus.  It  it  is  from  these  towers,  which 
have  a  very  picturesque  and  characteristic  effect  in  a 
landscape,  that  the  Muezzin  calls  the  faithful  to  prayers, 
at  the  hours  appointed  by  the  Koran  for  the  adoration  of 
the  Deity. 
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embarrassment  (which  indeed  was  no  small  one) 
was  where  they  should  lie,  as  all  the  khans  were 
shut  up,  and  none  of  them  knew  a  soul  in  the 
city.  This  was  all  a  joke  to  Prince  Acbar,  who 
being  young  and  gay,  did  not  mind  those  kind  of 
things ;  but  it  was  otherwise  with  the  governor, 
who  took  all  their  adventures  very  much  to  heart. 
So  in  this  last  difficulty,  he  proposed  asking 
lodging  at  the  house  of  some  merchant,  or 
person  of  respectability,  who,  from  the  appear- 
ance of  the  prince,  who  was  dressed  in  a  rich 
hunting  suit,  would  surely  grant  them  ad- 
mission. 

Having  gone  through  several  streets,  they 
at  length  came  to  a  grand  square,  where  was 
the  gate  of  a  magnificent  house,  into  which 
Prince  Acbar  conceived  so  strong  a  desire  to 
enter,  that  no  entreaties  of  the  governor  (who 
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being  of  a  naturally  timid  and  cautious  dis- 
position, represented  to  him  that  it  was  un- 
doubtedly the  palace  of  some  great  lord)  could 
deter  him  from  proceeding  according  to  his 
own  inclination.  So  without  waiting  to  hear 
more  remonstrance,  he  went  up  to  the  gate, 
which  to  his  surprise  he  found  open,  and 
led  the  way  into  a  spacious  court,  where  were 
fountains,  and  every  thing  to  make  it  agreeable ; 
and  here  the  governor  took  upon  him  again  to 
expostulate ;  but  the  young  king  cut  him  short, 
telling  him  that  if  he  was  afraid  to  go  on,  he  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  stay  there  with  the  slave, 
which  the  governor  most  willingly  did;  and  the 
young  king  proceeded  to  a  large  porch  opposite, 
in  which  a  lamp  was  burning  over  a  door  of  fine 
sandal  wood,  ornamented  with  gold,  and  on  it 
was  also  written  in  Persian  characters,  fancifully 


I 
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wrought  with  blue  and  gold,  "The  gate  to 
happiness.  *  " 

"  Well,  thought  the  prince,  this  can  be 
nothing  else  than  an  invitation,  so  giving  the 
door  a  push,  it  readily  opened,  and  showed  him 
a  long  corridor,  richly  ornamented,  and  lighted 
by  a  certain  sort  of  lamps,  which  at  the  same 
time  that  they  shine  with  a  peculiar  brightness, 
give  forth  a  fine  perfume. 

Prince  Acbar  walked  on  boldly,  and  at  length 
came  to  another  door,  marked  after  the  same 
fashion  as  the  former,  "The  abode  of  joy." 
When  he  had  read  this  sentence,  he  thought  to 


*  This  is  a  very  frequent  occurrence,  especially  in  the 
houses  of  persons  of  rank,  where  most  of  the  doors  have 
some  inscription  over  them,  either  fanciful,  or  a  verse 
from  the  Koran ;  even  the  ceilings  do  not  escape,  but  are 
either  written  or  painted  upon,  in  very  gaudy  colours. 
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himself,  "  Why  should  not  I  share  it  too?"  but 
as  this  was  in  the  inside  of  the  building,  and  he 
did  not  know  where  it  might  lead,  following  the 
rules  of  politeness,  he  knocked  first  with  his  hand 
before  he  entered ;  but  no  sooner  had  he  done 
this,  than  the  door  flew  open  of  its  own  accord, 
and  immediately  on  his  going  in,  he  perceived 
two  young  ladies  of  perfect  beauty  sitting  on  a 
sofa,  and  at  a  little  distance  an  elderly  gentle- 
woman, of  a  grave  aspect,  who  seemed  to  be 
attendant  upon  them. 

Prince  Acbar  did  not  stay  to  regard  the 
apparel  of  the  two  young  ladies,  which  was  as 
splendid  as  could  be  conceived,  but  was  wholly 
taken  up  by  their  excessive  beauty,  which,  as  it 
were,  struck  him  dumb,  especially  that  of  her  who 
seemed  to  be  the  youngest.  No  sooner  had  he 
entered,  than  the  old  gentlewoman  rose  up  off  the 
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sofa,  saying,  "  Behold  him ! "  upon  which  the 
youngest  of  the  two  ladies  seemed  to  be  in  great 
confusion,  while  the  other  came  to  meet  him, 
with  a  majestic  air,  saying,  "  Prince  Acbar,  you 
are  welcome !" 

Tlje  young  king  was  very  much  surpriesd  to 
hear  that  the  lady  was  so  well  acquainted  with 
his  name  and  quality;  but  advancing  with  a 
graceful  air,  he  would  have  thrown  himself  at 
her  feet,  only  she  prevented  him,  saying  that 
she  could  by  no  means  think  of  suffering  such  a 
thing  from  a  person  of  his  rank.  And  she  hav- 
ing given  him  her  hand,  he  led  her  to  the  sofa, 
where,  when  she  was  seated,  he  was  about  to 
place  himself  also,  between  her  and  the  other 
young  lady,  but  perceiving  that  the  old  gentle- 
woman continued  standing,  out  of  compliment 
to  his  rank,  he  politely  refrained  from  sitting; 
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and  when  the  young  lady  desired  him  to  do  so, 
he  answered  that  he  could  not  think  of  being 
seated  while  any  lady  remained  standing,  upon 
which  the  old  lady  thanked  him  for  his  conde- 
scension, and  the  youngest  of  the  two  sisters 
(for  such  they  were),  who  had  been  so  abashed 
on  his  first  entrance,  gave  him  such  a  glance  of 
pleasure  and  approbation,  that  it  went  to  his 
very  heart. 

As  soon  as  Prince  Acbar  was  at  length  seated, 
the  young  lady  who  had  first  spoken  to  him 
again  took  up  the  conversation,  and  said  to  the 
young  king, — "  You  are  no  doubt  astonished  to 
find  that  we  know  you,  and  expected  your  com- 
ing; and  perhaps  will  be  more  so,  when  you 
understand  that  you  are  at  this  moment  in  the 
palace  of  the  kings  of  Afghaunistan,  of  which 
country  I  am  queen,    not  indeed  by   right  of 


TRAVELS    OF    PRINCE    ACBAR.  61 

descent,  being  a  daughter  of  the  King  of  Persia, 
as  well  as  my  sister,  whom  you  now  see,  but 
only  by  bequest  of  my  husband,  who  in  dying, 
made  all  his  subjects  swear  allegiance  to  me, 
there  being  no  other  heir  to  the  throne;  and 
therefore  I  bid  you  heartily  welcome  to  my 
capital  and  dominions." 

"Madam,"  replied  Prince  Acbar,  "I  would 
willingly  endeavour  to  make  you  some  suitable 
acknowledgment  for  all  your  goodness,  did  not 
the  charms  of  yourself  and  your  sister,  who  are 
indeed  like  twin  roses  growing  upon  one  tree,  * 


*  These  compHments,  which  might  seem  extraordinary 
to  an  European,  so  far  from  being  considered  ridiculous 
or  extravagant  in  the  East,  are  only  looked  upon  as  a 
necessary  expression  of  politeness,  especially  in  Persia, 
where  no  hounds  are  put  to  this  economical  civility.  It 
is,  however,  generally  very  well  understood,  and  no  mor 
value  is  attached  to  it  than  is  really  due. 
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alike  in  sweetness  and  in  beauty,  entirely  de- 
prive me  of  the  power  of  collecting  my  thoughts 
sufficiently  to  compose  a  compliment  worthy  of 
you  both;  but,  nevertheless,  I  beg  you  to  believe 
the  gratitude  and  admiration  which  are  written 
in  my  breast,  and  to  look  upon  me  as  your 
slave,  and  command  me  as  such;  and  though 
it  is  not  given  to  slaves  to  ask  questions,  which 
very  likely  may  be  impertinent  and  ill  timed, 
yet  I  would  fain  know  how  it  is  that  you 
became  acquainted  with  my  coming,  which 
indeed  was  totally  unknown  to  myself,  until  a 
few  days  before  my  departure. 

'*My  Lord,"  replied  the  Queen  of  Afghaun- 
istan,  with  a  gracious  smile,  "  I  perceive  per- 
fectly by  your  wit  and  politeness,  as  well  as  by 
the  fluency  with  which  you  use  the  Persian 
tongue — the  most  elegant  and  harmonious  of  all 
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the  languages  of  the  earth — that  the  account  I 
have  heard  of  your  accomplishments  and  learn- 
ing has  not  been  overrated,  but  rather,  on  the 
contrary,  it  has  not  come  up  to  your  merit ;  and 
though  no  doubt  it  would  be  a  very  great 
honour  to  entertain  such  an  admirer  as  yourself, 
yet  as  to  what  you  said  concerning  being  my 
slave,  I  must  tell  you  that  such  a  thing  cannot 
be,  even  in  your  own  polite  sense,  for  from  my 
great  love  for  my  last  husband,  whom  Mahom- 
med  received,*  I  have  determined  never  to  give 
myself  to  any  other:  but,  at  the  same  time,  my 
sister,  to  whom  your  speech  was  equally  ad- 
dressed, is  free  and  unrestrained. 

At  these  words  the  young  lady  blushed  very 
much,  and  seemed  angry  at  her  sister  for  speak- 

*  A  common  expression  when  speaking  of  any  deceased 
friend. 
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ing  of  such  a  thing;  nevertheless,  the  queen 
continued  without  heeding  her.  "  To  my  sis- 
ter it  is  therefore  you  must  apply;  and  as  to 
our  knowledge  of  your  coming  here,  I  must  tell 
you,  that,  on  the  death  of  the  king  my  hus- 
band, my  sister  made  a  journey  from  Persia,  on 
purpose  to  visit  and  console  me,  and  brought 
with  her  our  nurse,  whom  we  both  love  as  much  as 
if  she  was  our  mother,  and  whom  you  now  see. 
She  is,  I  would  have  you  know,  very  skilful  in 
all  sorts  of  magic,  but  never  puts  it  to  any  bad 
use,  only  to  assist  those  who  are  any  way  af- 
flicted, and  to  do  good;  as  also  sometimes  to 
amuse  us  by  drawing  horoscopes,  and  such 
pieces  of  astrology,  which  was  the  case  when, 
by  making  some  figures,  and  other  arts,  she 
found  that  on  this  day  you  would  arrive  in  my 
capital,  after  dark,  and  that  the  first  house  you 
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would  enter  should  be  my  palace,  with  other 
particulars  that  are  not  necessary  to  mention  at 
this  present. 

The  Queen  of  Afghaunistan  having  concluded 
this  detail,  the  old  lady  took  up  the  discourse, 
and  addressing  the  young  king, — "Yes,  my 
prince,"  said  she  "  and  as  by  your  affability  and 
goodness  to  an  old  woman  like  me,  I  perceive 
that  you  are  not  as  some  kings''  are,  who  ima- 
gine that  dignity  consists  in  haughtiness,  and 
who  mistake  flattery  for  love  and  fear  for  res- 
pect ;  I  will  tell  you  that  one  time  in  your  life, 
you  shall  be  in  great  trouble  and  distress,  and 
that  it  shall  be  in  my  power  to  help  you,  and 
very  sufficiently  will  I  do  so,  in  order  to  shew 
you  that  condescension  is  never  thrown  away. 

To  this  sensible  discourse  the  young  king 
replied  very  firmly,  "  My  good  mother,  I  know 

VOL.  II.  F 
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not  what  misfortunes  heaven  may  have  in 
store  for  me,  yet  I  trust,  and  do  not  doubt, 
that  when  they  do  come  I  shall  bear  them 
with  the  fortitude  of  a  good  Mussulman,* 
and  not  repine,  as  it  is  very  certain,  that 
here  we  cannot  see  what  is  right  and  what 
is  wrong;    but  at   the   same   time,    I   will    of 

*  Passive  submission  to  all  misfortunes  is  a  strong  cha- 
racteristic of  tlie  professers  of  tlie  Mahommedan  religion  : 
in  all  probability  it  arises  from  their  doctrine  of  predesti- 
nation, tbeir  reliance  on  which  often  leads  them  to  neglect 
every  ordinary  precaution.  This  folly  is  peculiarly  con- 
spicuous during  the  plague,  when  no  experience  will 
teach  them  to  adopt  those  measures  by  which  Europeans 
preserve  a  comparative  security.  Thus,  speaking  of  this 
principle, — "  Le  moindre  murmure  est  taxe  d'in-eligion, 
d'attendat,  de  doute  criminelle,  centre  lesdecrets  celestes, 
lis  regardent  leur  meurtrier,  I'auteur  de  leur  infortune, 
comme  un  instrument  entre  les  mains  de  la  Providence, 
qui  exerce  sur  eux  Tanet  irrevocable  de  leur  destinee.— 
Tableau  General  de  V Empire  Ottoman. 
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course  take  every  means  to  surmount  the 
evils  that  I  may  meet  with,  and  will  gladly 
accept  of  your  aid,  and  thank  you  for  it.  But 
there  is  one  thing  I  had  forgot,"  continued 
Prince  Acbar,  "  which  is,  that  there  is  my 
old  governor,  Mahmood,  and  a  very  faithful 
slave,  waiting  for  me  in  the  court  of  the  pa- 
lace, not  knowing  what  is  become  of  me;  I 
will  therefore,  with  your  permission,  Madam, 
{turning  to  the  queen),  go  and  tell  them  that 
I  am  safe,  and  bid  them  seek  some  lodging  for 
the  night." 

This  the  modesty  of  the  prince  made  him 
propose,  not  liking  to  ask  that  they  should  be 
admitted;  but  the  queen  would  by  no  means 
suffer  any  such  thing,  saying,  that  she  would 
give  orders  for  the  governor  to  be  brought 
in  to  them,  and  that  the  slave  should  be  enter- 
F  2 
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tallied  according  to  the  quality  of  his  master. 
But  here  the  old  lady,  the  queen's  nurse,  in- 
terposed, saying,  "  Madam,  it  is  fit  that  while 
Prince  Acbar  remains  here,  the  governor  should 
not  intrude  upon  him,  for  I  can  assure  you 
that  he  is  a  very  unworthy  person,  and  my  art 
prognosticates  that  it  is  through  him,  or  by  his 
incitement,  some  evil  will  arrive  at  the  king." 

Prince  Acbar,  who  had  a  strong  affection  for 
Malimood,  defended  him  very  warmly,  but  at 
the  same  time  did  not  oppose  his  being  enter- 
tained elsewhere,  as  he  was  very  willing  to 
enjoy  the  company  of  the  ladies  by  himself; 
and  the  queen,  who  believed  every  word  her 
nurse  had  said,  determined  to  find  some  way 
of  occupying  the  governor  during  the  stay  of 
the  young  king.  Accordingly,  she  rose,  and 
seeing  Prince  Acbar's  eyes  very  often  turned 
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to  the  countenance  of  her  sister,  she  conceived 
how  matters  went  in  their  hearts,  and  ac- 
cordingly she  gave  a  sign  to  the  old  lady  to 
follow  her,  saying,  that  she  would  see  the 
governor  and  slave  attended  to,  and  so  left 
the  prince  and  princess  alone  together. 

Prince  Acbar  was  naturally  of  a  bold  and 
courageous  disposition,  but  finding  himself  thus 
with  the  most  perfect  beauty  he  had  ever  seen, 
and  for  whom  he  felt  rising  in  his  breast  a 
passion,  which  seemed  to  him  quite  new  and 
inexplicable,  all  his  resolution  and  eloquence 
left  him,  and  if  his  crown  had  depended  on 
his  speaking,  for  some  minutes  he  could  not  have 
uttered  a  word.  Nor  was  the  princess  herself  in 
a  much  better  state,  for  besides  her  natural 
modesty,  which  made  her  feel  ashamed  to  sit 
unveiled  in  the  company  of    a    stranger,    she 
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had  also  other  reasons  to  feel  abashed  in  Prince 
Acbar*s  presence,  which  are  hereafter  explained; 
so  casting  down  her  eyes,  she  also  remained  in 
silence,  and  covered  with  blushes;  till  at  length 
the  young  king,  taking  courage  from  her  con- 
fusion, which  he  plainly  saw  was  as  great  as  his 
own,  and  which  he  hoped  proceeded  from  the 
same  cause,  ventured  to  take  her  hand  gently 
in  his,  and  raising  it  as  it  were  by  stealth  to 
his  lips,  he  paused  a  minute,  wondering  at 
his  own  courage  and  audacity.  Then  perceiv- 
ing that  she  did  not  at  all  resent  this  liberty. 
"  Adorable  beauty  ! "  said  he,  "  you  are  not 
to  conceive  that  my  silence  has  hitherto  pro- 
ceeded from  either  stupidity  or  disrespect,  but 
rather  you  must  believe  that  it  arose  from 
the  timidity  of  affection  and  love,  which  your 
surprising  charms  and  loveliness  have  kindled 
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in  my  bosom  in  so  violent  a  manner,  that  I 
am  indeed  no  longer  my  own  master,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  your  willing  slave ;  the  chains 
by  which  I  am  bound  not  being  of  iron  or 
brass,  but  much  stronger,  and  more  durable, 
inasmuch  as  they  bind  my  spirit  and  my  heart, 
as  well  as  my  limbs,  which  I  henceforth  devote 
to  your  service,  and  only  expect  some  little 
glance  of  hope  to  cheer  me." 

"  Prince  Acbar,"  replied  the  Princess  of 
Persia,  raising  up  her  eyes,  which  had  been 
hitherto  bent  on  the  ground,  and  bestowing 
on  the  young  king  a  smile,  that  made  her  look 
doubly  beautiful  in  his  eyes,  "  I  will  own  that 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  there  is  something 
in  our  meeting  out  of  the  ordinary  course, 
having  come  from  two  such  distant  countries; 
you   from   your  kingdom,   and   I  all  the  way 
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from  Shiraz,  wliicli  is  the  capital  of  Persia. 
But,  nevertheless,  I  cannot  conceive  that  your 
heart  can  be  any  way  interested  in  me  so  soon, 
therefore  I  shall  of  course  place  every  thing 
you  have  said  on  that  score,  to  the  account 
of  compliment  and  good  breeding,  which  I  see 
you  are  so  much  a  mjister  of. " 

Prince  Acbar,  who  had  a  very  keen  and  pene- 
trating judgment,  instantly  perceived  that  her 
sentiments  were  not  altogether  unfavorable  to- 
wards him,  although  he  could  not  conceive  how 
it  was  that  she  became  so  well  inclined  to  his 
love;  however,  immediately  throwing  himself 
on  his  knees  before  her,  he  protested  the  truth 
of  what  he  had  said,  and  the  sincerity  of  his 
passion,  (which  was  in  reality  as  great  as  it  well 
could  be),  and  he  also  oflfered  to  prove  it  in  any 
way  that  she  would  command.     Should  you," 
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exclaimed  he,  so  ardently,  that  she  could  not 
doubt  his  sincerity,  "  require  the  sacrifice  of 
my  life,  I  would  instantly  offer  myself  to  the 
scimitar  of  the  executioner,  and  die,  declaring 
how  much  I  love  you  ! " 

This  horrid  idea  was  a  great  deal  too  frightful 
for  the  sensibility  of  the  princess,  and  leaning 
down  her  head  on  the  bosom  of  the  young  king, 
she  wept  at  the  very  thought,  thereby  clearly 
showing  that  she  had  a  most  tender  regard  for 
him.  He  on  his  part,  being  delighted  by 
such  a  proof  of  her  affection  and  "esteem,  and 
forgetting  all  ceremony  and  restraint,  pressed 
her  to  his  bosom  with  a  great  deal  of  ardour, 
which  the  Princess  of  Persia  did  not  take  at  all 
amiss;  but  without  speaking,  she  drew  a  small 
gold  case  from  her  breast,  which  the  prince 
at  first  took  for  a  talisman,  and  which  indeed 
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it  truly  was ;  but  how  much  surprised  was  he 
to  see  that  it  contained  a  very  artful  represen- 
tation of  his  own  person,  *  as  he  then  was, 
done  after  the  manner  of  the  Persians,  who 
do  not  hold  that  there  is  any  harm  in  pictures 
or  images. 

This  unexpected  sight,  as  may  be  supposed, 

*  "  They  (the  Persians)  have  not  the  slightest  idea  of 
perspective,  and  very  little  of  light  and  shade.  They  take 
likenesses,  however,  with  tolerable  exactness,  and  excel 
more  in  portrait  painting  than  any  other." — Kinneirs 
Persian  Empire. 

"  The  Persians  paint  whole  pictures,  and  commonly 
insert  them  in  their  historical  writings.  But  the  Turks  in 
general  consider  it  unlawful  to  paint,  though  not  to  de- 
scribe in  words,  any  other  parts  of  the  human  body  than 
the  hands  and  feet  of  the  prophet  Mahomet,  the  body  of 
the  prophet  being  always  concealed  by  the  wings  of 
legions  of  angels  ;  and  they  firmly  believe  that  angels  can 
enter  no  house  where  there  are  portraits  of  men." — Thorn- 
ion!  s  Present  State  of  Turkey. 
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very  much  increased  the  prince's  astonishment, 
who  could  not  but  admire  how  all  things 
seemed  to  show  that  he  and  the  princess  were 
destined  for  each  other ;  and  the  great  charms 
and  modesty  of  the  young  lady,  whom  he  still 
held  in  his  arms,  made  him  think  himself  the 
happiest  of  men.  In  this  mind  he  looked  at 
the  case  for  a  moment  with  some  curiosity,  and 
turning  it  round,  perceived  that  on  the  other 
side  was  one  of  those  curious  stones  called 
chrysolites,*  and  which  being  very  rare,  are  of 
an  inestimable  value  ;  and  on  this  was  engraved 
several  cabalistic  characters,  which  he  did  not 
understand. 

*  The  Arabic  word  zabeijad,  signifies  equally  a  topaz 
or  jasper  ;  but  in  all  probability  the  talisman  of  the  princess 
was  of  the  more  precious  stone  (chrysolite),  which  bears 
the  same  name. 
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"  You  are  no  doubt  astonished,  Sir,"  said 
the  princess,  "  to  perceive,  that  before  you 
ever  saw  me  I  was  well  acquainted  with 
your  person,  at  least;  but  your  surprise  will 
be  the  greater  to  learn  that  I  have  had  that 
picture,  which  you  see  is  also  a  talisman 
ever  since  I  was  born ;  and  since  you  have 
made  me  a  tender  of  your  affections  after  such 
a  fashion,  that  I  cannot  at  all  doubt  your  sin- 
cerity, I  will  own  that  your  good  opinion  is 
by  no  means  indijOferent  to  me;  and  as  a 
proof  of  my  confidence  in  you,  I  will  give 
you  an  account  of  how  I  happened  to  come 
by  that  talisman,  and  other  particulars  of 
my  life,  which  may  be  curious  or  interest- 
ing." 

This  discourse  of  the  beautiful  princess  was 
excessively  gratifying  to  Prince  Acbar,  whose 
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curiosity  had  risen  to  a  very  great  pitch;  and  as 
his  countenance  showed  how  much  he  wished 
to  hear,  the  Princess  of  Persia  proceeded 
thus: 

"  You  must  know,  then,  that  as  soon  as  I  was 
born,*  my  nurse's  liusband,  who  was,  while  he 
lived,  a  great  magician,  after  watching  through 
the  whole  night,  and  other  preparations,  drew 
my  horoscope,  by  which  he  found,  that  when 
I  was  fifteen  years  of  age  1  should  meet  with 
a  prince  named  Acbar,  in  the  capital  city  of 
Afghaunistan,  and  that  my  destiny  should  de- 


*  "  Like  all  disciples  of  the  Arabian  prophet,  they  are 
superstitious  in  the  extreme  ;  amulets  or  talismans  are  at 
all  times  worn  about  their  persons,  and  nothing  of  conse- 
quence is  ever  undertaken  until  the  astrologer  has  ascer- 
tained the  happy  day  and  hour  for  its  execution." — Kin- 
neir^s  Persian  Empire. 
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pend  on  him."  At  this  part  of  her  story,  the 
princess  was  in  some  confusion ;  but,  never- 
theless, after  a  while  she  went  on.  "  After 
having  made  this  prediction,  he  was  not  con- 
tent, but  must  needs  use  the  deepest  secrets 
of  his  art,  to  give  a  signal  proof  of  his  at- 
tachment to  our  family;  therefore,  after  hav- 
ing consulted  a  great  number  of  famous  magi- 
cians, and  taken  a  world  of  labour  and  pains, 
he  produced  that  picture  which  you  see,  and 
having  enclosed  it  in  a  gold  box,  together 
with  the  chrysolite  talisman — *  which  had  lain 


*  There  are  a  great  variety  of  these,  which  are  in  gene- 
ral either  a  plate  of  some  metal,  with  cabalistic  signs  en- 
graved on  it,  or  else  a  precious  stone  with  some  verse  of 
the  Koran.  These  are  of  various  powers,  from  the  simple 
piece  of  brass  which  defends  the  Arabs  from  the  spirits  of 
the  desert  (who  are,  by  the  way  the  most  impudent  thievish 
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for  a  hundred  years  in  El  Kaaba,  *  or  the 
Holy  House  at  Mecca,  and  then  been  dipt 
nine  times  in  the  well,  called  Zemzem,f  in  the 
same  city — he  hung  it  round  my  neck,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  I  am  preserved  from  all 
dangers  that  occur  in  travelling,  and  from  all 
attacks   of    enemies,    wild    beasts,  gouls,  %  or 

spirits  in  existence),  to  the  well  known  talisman  of  the 
Prophet  Solomon,  which  was  so  powerful,  that  neither 
man  nor  genii,  nor,  in  fact,  any  part  of  the  visible  or  invi- 
sible world,  could  resist  its  influence.  This  was  supposed 
to  be  a  kind  of  seal  ring,  called  Muhr  Sulimani  or  Solo- 
man's  seal. 

*  See  note  on  the  story  of  Hadgee  Ibraham  and  his  Son, 
in  the  first  volume. 

t  The  holy  well  at  Mecca,  of  which  all  pilgrims  drink, 
as  a  part  of  their  religious  duty. — See  Sale  on  the 
Koran. 

X  Gouls  are  supposed  to  be  a  kind  of  monstrous  spirits 
resembling  a  vampire,  who  kill  and  suck  the  blood  of  any 
human  being  that  comes  within  their  power,  but  when  dis- 
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afrits.  *  But  the  good  old  man  fell  a  sacrifice  to 
his  kindness  for  me,  for  he  was  so  wearied  and 
exhausted  with  the  watching,  danger  and  toil, 
necessary  to  do  all  this,  that  he  fell  into  a  malig- 
nant fever,  of  which  he  died.  As  I  grew  up  his 
prediction  was  almost  forgotten,  until  the  king 
of  Afghaunistan,  who  was  a  great  friend  and 
steady  ally  of  my  father,  demanded  my  sister 
in  marriage;  and  after  his  death,  which  hap- 
pened not  long  ago,  she  being  in  very  great 
affliction,  I  made  the  journey  from  Persia  for 
no  other  purpose  than  to  console  her,  and  try 
4:0  mollify  her  grief ;  when  to-night  our  nurse, 
who   accompanied   me    on  my  way,   predicted 

appointed  of  this  kind  of  food,  tliey  are  contented  to  dig 
dead  bodies  out  of  cemeteries,  &c. 

*  The  most  malicious  order  of  dives  or  evil  spirits. — 
Farther,  see  D'Herhelot. 
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your  speedy  arrival,  which,  on  your  really 
coming,  put  me  into  such  confusion,  that  I 
very  much  fear  you  must  have  thought  me 
very  rude  and  ill-mannered  in  not  rising  to 
receive  you." 

The  princess  having  thus  concluded.  Prince 
Acbar  returned  her  his  thanks  for  her  conde- 
scension, in  a  speech  glowing  with  rapture 
and  delight;  for  he  very  plainly  saw  that  he 
stood  very  well  in  the  princess's  favour,  which, 
instead  of  at  all  abating  his  passion  for  her,  as 
it  might  have  done  in  some  unworthy  minds 
who  despise  those  who  have  an  affection  for 
them,  and  fawn  upon  those  who  care  not 
about  them,  only  increased  his  tenderness  for 
her  to  find  that  she  loved  him  in  return. 
Such  indeed  would  have  been  the  case  with  all 
generous  and  feeling  hearts ;  and  he  being  also 

VOL.  II.  G 
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of  an  ardent  disposition,  he  would  fain  have 
persuaded  her  that  it  behoved  them  to  take 
advantage  of  the  present  opportunity,  and  by 
a  speedy  marriage  to  obviate  all  difficulties 
and  prevent  the  chance  of  a  separation.  But 
to  this  the  Princess  of  Persia,  who,  though 
she  loved  him  very  much,  was  very  modest 
and  discreet,  would  by  no  means  consent,  as 
she  rightly  considered  that  it  would  be  scan- 
dalous and  improper  to  contract  such  a  mar- 
riage without  the  consent  of  her  father;  and 
that  if  the  young  king  was  really  so  ena- 
moured of  her  as  he  said,  which  from  what 
she  felt  herself  she  did  not  at  all  doubt,  he 
would  find  no  great  difficulty  in  demanding 
her  of  the  King  of  Persia,  in  which  case  she 
knew  very  well  how  to  manage  matters,  so 
that    he    should    not   be    refused.      However, 
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Prince  Acbar,  whose  great  desire  was  to  carry 
lier  back  with  him  to  his  own  kingdom,  urged 
the  promise  he  made  his  father  of  not  being 
absent  from  his  capital  more  than  eight-and- 
twenty  days,  which  would  not  be  enough  to 
go  through  all  the  ceremonies  of  paying  a 
visit  to  the  King^  of  Persia  ;  and  at  the  same 
time  made  her  understand  the  curious  way  they 
had  taken  to  transport  themselves  to  Afghau- 
nistan.  But  the  young  lady,  though  she  was 
well  pleased  with  the  ardour  of  his  love,  which 
she  very  easily  saw  was  his  motive,  would  not 
hear  any  more  arguments,  wisely  thinking  that 
if  he  could  not  come  to  Persia  to  demand  her 
hand  in  person,  he  could,  at  all  events,  send 
an  ambassador  for  that  purpose ;  and  having 
imposed  silence  upon  him  with  regard  to  that 
subject,  she  turned  the  conversation  to  indif- 
G  2 


84  THE  STRING  OF  PEARLS. 

ferent  matters,  when  she  showed  so  much  wit 
and  liveliness,  that  if  Prince  Acbar  had  been 
charmed  before  by  the  effect  of  her  beauty, 
he  was  now  doubly  delighted  by  the  graces 
of  her  understanding. 

While  the  young  prince  and  princess  were 
thus  pleasantly  engaged  in  each  other's  society, 
the  queen,  who  was  naturally  very  gay,  and 
inclined  to  merriment,  resolved  to  amuse  herself 
with  the  governor.  Therefore,  ordering  the  faith- 
ful slave,  who  had  accompanied  Prince  Acbar, 
to  be  taken  in  and  handsomely  treated,  she  led 
Mahmood  herself  to  a  very  magnificent  hall, 
richly  furnished  with  all  manner  of  vessels  set 
for  banquetting,  and  ordered  a  collation  to  be 
served  up,  together  with  choice  mnes;  and  after 
insisting  that  the  governor  should  sit  upon  the 
same  sofa  with  herself,  she  treated  him  with  such 
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courtesy,  and  said  so  many  civil  things  to  liim, 
tliat  the  old  man  was  quite  delighted,  and  knew 
not  how  to  find  compliments  enough  to  reply. 
As  soon  as  the  collation  was  put  upon  the  table, 
a  very  delightful  concert  was  begun  by  the 
women  *  belonging  to  the  queen,  who  sung  a 
great  many  fine  songs,  accompanied  by  several 
sorts  of  instruments,  on  which  they  played  to 
admiration,  and  this,  while  it  lasted,  precluded 
all  kinds  of  conversation;  but  the  queen  took 
care  to  help  Mahmood  to  all  sorts  of  choice 
meats,  and  to  bid  him  fill  his  cup  very  often. 


*  Music  is  forbidden  by  the  Mussulmaun  religion  as  well 
as  wine,  but  both  of  these  are  nevertheless  in  high  esteem 
all  over  the  East,  and  though  it  is  considered  a  scandal  for 
a  man  to  sing  or  play  upon  any  instrument,  yet  slaves,  who 
are  thus  accomplished,  are  eagerly  purchased  to  amuse  the 
hours  which  every  great  man  spends  in  his  haram. 
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which  out  of  politeness  he  would  not  refuse  to 
do,  though  as  in  his  own  court  he  Was  accus- 
tomed to  live  with  great  gravity  and  abste- 
miousness, it  caused  the  wine  to  mount  into  his 
head ;  and  at  the  same  time,  the  affability  and 
obliging  behaviour  of  the  queen  so  flattered 
his  vanity,  which  was  not  small,  that  the  old 
gentleman  began  to  fancy  himself  a  great  per- 
son, and  very  high  in  her  favour,  which  that 
princess  very  plainly  perceiving,  resolved  to  turn 
it  to  account,  and  enjoy  a  laugh  at  his  expense. 
Accordingly,  as  soon  as  the  concert  was  over, 
the  queen  ordered  her  women  to  withdraw,  that 
they  might  converse  more  at  liberty,  as  she  took 
care  to  tell  Mahmood,  and  at  the  same  time  she 
called  to  him  to  sit  closer  to  her ;  but  Mahmood 
feigning  a  sort  of  modesty,  and  so  hanging  back, 
she  took  him  hold  by  the  arm,  and  giving  him  a 
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great  pull,  seated  him  at  lier  side,  and  then  look- 
ing languishingly  in  his  face,  she  gave  his  hand  a 
gentle  squeeze,  which  the  governor,  who  was  by 
this  time  half  drunk,  returned  so  heartily,  that 
the  young  queen  had  enough  to  do  to  prevent 
crying  out  with  pain ;  but  keeping  her  counte- 
nance, (though  with  some  difficulty,)  she  filled  a 
cup  of  wine  with  her  own  hands,  and  gave  it  to 
him,  desiring  him  to  drink  her  health,  and  also 
sing  her  a  song,*  whereupon  Mahmood,  going 
down  upon  his  knees,  drank  it  off  to  the  very 
bottom,  and  then  fell  singing,  but  after  such  a 
fashion,  that  he  had  very  near  made  the  queen 
die  of  laughter,  for  he  hiccupped  so  much,  and 


*  Love  songs  are  of  course  excepted  from  the  scandal 
which  attends  other  kinds  of  singing,  as  these  are  gene- 
rally extemporaneous  effusions,  and  do  not  imply  any  pre- 
vious acquaintance  with  music. 
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roared  so  loud,  like  a  mad  elephant,  that  the 
queen's  women,  thinking  something  was  the 
matter,  all  ran  in  to  see,  and  found  him  on  his 
knees,  with  the  cup  in  his  hand,  singing  as  hard 
as  he  could,  and  the  queen  laughing  till  she  was 
ready  to  fall  off  the  sofa.  Perceiving  that 
he  had  now  drank  enough  to  act  any  extrava- 
gance, she  gave  him  her  hand,  telling  him  that 
she  would  dance*  with  him,  which  condescension 
so  highly  delighted  him,  that  it  quite  o^^rset  his 
wits,    and  accordingly  he  reeled  out  into  the 


*  For  a  man  to  dance  is  considered  so  gi'eat  a  violation 
of  Maliommedan  gravity,  that  few  orthodox  persons  would 
associate  with  any  one  who  had  so  distinguished  himself; 
for  a  woman  it  is  generally  considered  infamous  ;  but  from 
all  we  can  learn  of  the  interior  of  the  women's  apartments, 
this  occasionally  forms  a  part  of  their  amusements, 
amongst  a  thousand  childish  and  frivolous  amusements 
with  which  they  endeavour  to  while  away  the  tedium  of 
their  seclusion. 
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middle  of  the  hall,  with  much  ado,  and  dragged 
the  young  queen  after  him,  who  gave  her  wo- 
men a  sign  to  commence  playing  on  their  in- 
struments, which  they  did,  and  Mahmood  began 
dancing  after  his  fashion,  with  his  hands  clapped 
upon  his  haunches ;  bat  all  of  a  sudden  the 
queen  made  as  if  exceeding  angry,  and  called 
out  with  a  great  deal  of  heat  and  vehemence, 
"  Thou  saucy  rascal !  thou  vile,  senseless,  and 
unpolite  beast !"  At  which  words  the  governor 
was  very  much  astonished,  and  begged,  as  well 
as  he  could,  to  know  what  he  had  done  to  merit 
such  names. 

"What!"  cried  the  young  lady,  affecting 
great  passion,  "  was  ever  such  a  thing  heard  of, 
since  the  days  of  the  great  king  Solomon,  that  a 
man  pretended  to  dance  with  a  lady,  and  dared 
to  keep  his  turban  on,  even  though  he  were 
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rude  enough  to  do  so  in  his  upper  garment, 
which  with  some  women  would  be  considered 
an  unpardonable  oiFence." 

No  sooner  had  she  said  this,  than  Mahmood, 
who  was  all  complaisance,  pulled  off  his  robe 
and  turban,  which  last,  giving  a  kick  with  his 
foot,  he  sent  through  one  of  the  windows  into 
the  gardens  of  the  palace,  and  stood  before  the 
queen  in  his  shirt  and  waistcoat,  with  his  bare 
head,  which  not  having  been  shaved*  for  a  day 

*  Mahommedans  shave  their  heads  as  part  of  their  reli- 
gion, which  ill  the  climates  inhabited  by  them  is  generally 
both  healthy  and  agreeable,  as  it  gives  an  opportunity  of 
washing  the  head,  one  of  the  greatest  luxuries  in  the  ex- 
cessive heats  of  southern  Asia.  There  are  some  sects, 
indeed,  that  leave  a  single  tuft  of  hair  for  the  angel  to 
pull  them  into  heaven  by,  and  this  one  lock  has  caused 
tremendous  schism  in  their  religion,  accompanied  by 
bloodshed,  murder,  hatred,  malice,  and  all  uncharita- 
bleness.    The  Scheyas,   who    profess  the    most  tolerant 
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or  two  before,  was  all  covered  with  grey  bristles. 
But  even  all  this  did  not  satisfy  that  unmerciful 
lady.  "No  !"  said  she,  "  as  you  have  committed 
the  crime,  it  is  but  fair  that  you  should  suffer 
some  punishment  for  it,  and  I  adjudge  it  to  be 
three  blows  on  each  ear.  To  this  also  Mahmood 
was  very  ready  to  submit,  and  the  queen  giving 
a  sign  to  her  women,  he  was  instantly  sur- 
rounded by  half  a  dozen,  to  whom  the  queen 
gave  orders  for  the  execution  of  her  sentence, 
when  the  culprit  kneeling  down,  a  stout  lively 
wench  gave  him  three  such  hearty  smacks,  with 
no  light  hand,  on  each  side  of  his  face,  as  made 
it  tingle  again ;  when,  starting  on  his  feet,  he 

principles,  despising,  ill-treating,  and  even  murdering  the 
Soonis  whenever  an  opportunity  offers,  and  the  Soonis,  on 
their  part,  considering  it  praiseworthy  and  right  to  torture 
all  heretics,  when  they  can  do  so  with  safety  to  themselves. 
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swore  that  by  Mahommed  he  would  not  endure 
any  more ;  but  the  queen  giving  him  another  cup 
of  wine,  accompanied  by  a  tender  and  significant 
glance,  his  courtesy  was  instantly  renewed,  and 
he  would  have  danced  with  all  his  heart,  but 
that  both  his  legs  seemed  to  be  suddenly  changed 
into  lead,  by  the  effects  of  the  liquor  he  had 
drunk,  while  the  upper  part  of  his  body  went 
from  side  to  side,  which  he  thought  very  Qdd, 
but  could  not  stop  it. 

The  young  queen  perceived  his  situation,  and 
saw  very  plainly  that  he  would  not  be  able  to 
keep  up  much  longer,  but  resolving  to  have 
out  her  jest,  she  led  him  to  the  sofa,  giving  him 
such  kind  looks,  that  they  put  poor  old  Mah- 
mood  in  a  rapture  of  delight. 

"My  dear  love,"  said  the  queen,  when  they 
had  sat  down,  and  Mahmood  was  settled  com- 
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fortably,  though  your  eyes  are  as  bright  as  thosfe 
of  the  prophet's  cat,*  yet  I  spy  a  few  grey  hairs 
in  your  beard,  which  I  cannot  at  all  endure  ; 
therefore,  to  do  me  a  pleasure,  you  must  let  my 
women  take  them  out,  when  you  cannot  think 
how  much  handsomer  you  will  look." 

Mahmood  would  fain  have  remonstrated,  and 
saved  his  beard,  but  the  queen  gave  him  a 
frown,  telling  him,  that  she  would  have  it  so, 
and  her  women,  who  were  very  well  inclined  to 
share  in  their  mistress'  frolic,  instantly  sur- 
rounded him,  and  attacked  him  with  the  tweezers 
that  women  use  to  arch  their  eyebrows,  and  one 
gravely  taking  him  by  the  end  of  his  beard,  two 
others  began  to  exercise  their  skill  in  plucking 

*  TLe  favourite  cat  of  Mahommed,  of  whicli  a  thousand 
different  tales  are  told,  one  of  which  is  alluded  to  in  the 
story  of  Hadgee  Ibraham  and  his  Son,  in  the  first  volume. 


94  THE    STRING    OF    PEARLS. 

out  the  grey  hairs,  which  were  indeed  as  nu- 
merous as  the  black.  No  sooner  had  each  seized 
upon  a  hair,  and  each  with  the  one  who  held 
his  beard,  all  three  given  him  a  sudden  twitch, 
than  Mahmood  began  roaring  with  the  pain ; 
and  starting  up,  he  darted  through  them  all,  till 
perceiving  a  door  which  was  opposite,  he  made 
straight  for  it,  and  running  from  room  to  room, 
pursued  by  the  queen  and  her  women  who  had  no 
thought  that  the  wine  would  have  let  him  get  so 
far,  he  came  at  length  to  the  apartment  where 
Prince  Acbar  was  seated  with  the  Princess  of 
Persia;  and  pushing  open  the  door,  he  rushed 
in  without  either  his  turban  or  robe,  little  ex- 
pecting to  see  what  he  did.  No  sooner,  then, 
did  he  behold  the  young  king,  than  he  stopped 
short,  and  though  he  had  been  able  to  run  very 
well,  yet  he  was  not  sufficiently  sober  to  keep 
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upon  his  feet  when  standing  still,  and  therefore 
fell  flat  down  on  the  floor  with  evident  signs  of 
intoxication. 

This  strange  and  sudden  interruption  to  so 
pleasant  a  conversation,  as  the  young  king  was 
enjoying  with  the  lovely  Princess  of  Persia, 
mightily  discomposed  and  ruffled  him;  more 
especially  when  he  saw  the  condition  of  the 
governor,  which  in  truth  was  no  very  difficult 
thing  to  be  discerned,  on  account  of  his  being 
so  drunk,  that  he  could  neither  stand  nor  speak. 
Is  it  not  likely,  thought  Prince  Acbar,  that  when 
the  princess  sees  my  governor  in  such  a  state, 
she  may  think  I  have  the  same  habits  ?  This 
thought  the  more  enraged  him,  so  getting  up, 
and  turning  over  Mahmood  with  his  foot,  "Thou 
vile  old  sot,"  cried  he,  "howdarest  thou  present 
thyself  before  me  after  such  a  fashion."     This 
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he  said  in  great  anger,  and  with  a  very  furious 
countenance ;  but  Mahmood  answered  never  a 
word,  only  gazing  up  in  the  face  of  the  prince 
with  so  piteous  a  look,  that  his  anger  was  pre- 
sently disarmed,  and  instead  of  chastizing  him, 
he  burst  out  into  a  hearty  fit  of  laughter,  in 
which  he  was  joined  by  the  princess,  and  shortly 
after,  the  queen  coming  in,  with  her  women, 
they  all  stood  round,  laughing  so,  that  they 
could  not  raise  him  up  off  the  floor.  At  length, 
however,  he  was  carried  away,  and  put  to  bed, 
where  he  slept  very  quietly  for  that  night ;  but 
the  next  morning,  when  he  awoke,  and  remem- 
bered his  debauch,  he  was  so  ashamed  that  he 
did  not  dare  to  shew  himself  to  the  king,  for 
whom  he  felt  a  kind  of  hatred,  when  he  fancied 
to  himself  what  a  contempt  that  young  prince 
must  have  for  him.     So  creeping  down  by  a 
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back  way,  he  got  into  fellowship  with  some  of 
the  officers  of  the  palace,  who  entertained  him 
very  well,  and  led  him  into  different  parts  of 
the  city,  shewing  him  the  palaces,  gardens,  and 
mosques,  with  all  of  which  he  pretended  to  be 
highly  delighted. 

In  the  mean  time.  Prince  Acbar  (according 
to  his  wish)  being  left  alone  with  the  queen  and 
princess,  every  day  made  greater  progress  in 
their  favour ;  and  the  only  thought  those  ladies 
entertained,  was  to  render  his  stay  more  agree- 
able, by  all  manner  of  amusements  and  pleasant 
sights,  so  that  before  the  seven  and  twenty  days 
were  at  an  end,  besides  feasts  and  hunting  par- 
ties, together  with  concerts,  of  the  most  exquisite 
music,  and  exhibitions  of  dancers  and  posture- 
masters,  Prince  Acbar  had  seen  a  great  many 
curious  things,  and  being  very  prying  and  inqui- 

VOL.  II.  H 
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sitive  into  every  thing  which  related  to  polities, 
government,  and  arts,  he  had  made  himself  well 
acquainted  with  the  laws  and  institutions  of 
Afghaunistan,  and  had  visited  all  the  manu- 
factories and  warehouses  in  the  capital  city. 
Amongst  others,  he  went  to  one  where  they 
work*  shawls,  which  are  here  brought  to  the 
greatest  perfection,  and  beheld  the  manner  of 
making  them,  which  is  done  very  slowly,  and  with 
a  great  deal  of  labour  and  pains,  especially  those 
that  are  rich,  and  of  a  great  many  colours.  With 
the  rest,  he  saw  one  that  had  taken  a  year  and 
a  half  to  work.  It  was  nine  cubits  in  length, 
and  was  also  worked  of  nine  different  colours, 
besides  gold  and  silver,  which  ornamented  the 

*  These  shawls  are  now  so  common  all  over  Europe 
that  they  need  no  description.  For  the  manner  of  working 
them,  see  Elphinstone's  Caubul. 
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border.  After  that,  he  went  to  a  place  where 
they  make  a  particular  fine  cloth  of  gold,  which 
is  very  bright  and  lustrous,  and  the  disposition 
of  the  threads  is  so  artful,  that  it  shews  different 
figures  of  birds  and  flowers,  according  to  the 
way  it  is  held.  There  were  also  a  great  many 
other  curious  things,  well  worthy  of  notice, 
which  the  prince  saw  and  admired  very  much, 
besides  the  palaces,  gardens,  climate,  and  flowers 
of  that  country,  which  last  are  the  most  beautiful 
in  the  world.  But  his  great  pleasure,  and 
without  which,  indeed,  the  rest  would  have  been 
as  nothing,  was  the  presence  of  his  beloved 
princess,  who  promised  him,  that  as  soon  as 
he  left  Afghaunistan  she  would  set  out  for  her 
native  country,  Persia,  where  she  expected  him 
to  visit  her. 

At  length,  after  they  had  been  there  some 
H  2 
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time,  Mahmood  ventured  to  appear  before  the 
young  king,  who  considering  that  he  must  make 
use  of  him,  and  that  he  was  not  wont  to  commit 
such  scandalous  excess,  took  no  notice  of  what 
he  had  seen,  at  wliich  the  governor  was  very 
well  satisfied ;  but,  nevertheless,  he  bore  the 
king  a  grudge,  as  he  always  suspected  that  he 
was  not  really  forgiven. 

Towards  the  time  when  it  behoved  him  to 
return.  Prince  Acbar  grew  very  melancholy,  as 
did  also  the  beautiful  Princess  of  Persia,  for 
they  loved  each  other  too  sincerely  to  bear 
the  thought  of  parting  without  great  affliction. 
Nevertheless,  they  consoled  each  other  with  the 
idea  of  meeting  again  very  soon,  and  Prince 
Acbar  promised  to  visit  the  young  lady  very  often 
by  means  of  his  flying  chariot,  until  such  time  as 
she  became  his  entirely,  while  she,  on  her  part. 
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gave  him  great  directions,  that  he  might  not 
miss  the  palace  where  she  resided  in  Persia,  and 
which  was  at  a  short  distance  from  Shiraz,  her 
father's  capital. 

At  length,  the  twenty-seventh  day  (whose 
coming  they  all  feared)  arrived  indeed,  and 
Prince  Acbar  taking  leave  of  the  Queen  of 
Afghaunistan,  and  the  Princess  of  Persia,  with 
a  great  many  tears,  and  very  sincere  grief  on 
all  parts,  he  left  the  town  with  his  governor  and 
slave,  to  both  of  whom  the  queen  had  before 
given  a  very  handsome  present,  according  to 
their  rank.  Having  come  to  a  remote  and  con- 
cealed place,  the  governor  Mahmood  lighted  the 
fire  of  sticks  as  before,  and  drawing  the  mystical 
characters,  the  flying  chariot  appeared,  which 
soon  brought  them  all  to  the  side  of  the  lake 
from  whence  they  had  first  set  out  for  Afghaun- 
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istan;  and  having  alighted,  they  went  to  the 
fisherman's  cottage,  where  they  found  their 
horses  quite  safe,  and  from  thence  returned  to 
the  capital  with  all  speed. 

As  soon  as  they  arrived,  the  young  king 
retired  to  his  own  apartment,  and  next  morning 
went  to  compliment  his  mother,  the  queen,  who 
was  very  glad  to  see  him,  and  praised  him  for 
his  punctuality  and  exactness. 

After  this,  both  that  he  might  become  accus- 
tomed to  execute  the  business  of  the  state,  as 
well  as  to  occupy  his  mind  that  he  might  not 
think  of  his  adored  princess,  until  such  time  as 
he  could  go  and  see  her,  he  went  to  the  divan, 
and  sat  in  council  with  his  mother,  who  was  very 
glad  that  he  did  so  of  his  own  accord,  as  it  was 
what  she  had  all  along  intended  to  propose  to 
him  herself. 
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However,  notwithstanding  this  employment, 
and  a  thousand  others  which  he  devised  to  divert 
himself,  and  pass  the  time  till  he  could  with 
decency  make  a  pretence  of  another  hunting 
match,  Prince  Acbar  grew  very  melancholy  and 
desponding,  and  gave  a  thousand  signs  of  secret 
uneasiness  and  sorrow,  which  very  much  dis- 
tressed the  good  queen,  his  mother,  who  loved 
him  with  a  sincere  affection,  especially  as  he 
was  her  only  child.  Attributing  it  all  to  hard 
study,  and  too  great  application  to  business, 
which  she  fancied  prayed  upon  his  spirits,  she 
thought  the  best  way  would  be  to  divert  him,  and 
to  absent  him  from  affairs.  She  of  herself  there- 
fore proposed  that  he  should  go  again  to  take 
his  pleasure  in  hunting,  which  discourse  sensibly 
delighted  the  Prince,  but,  at  the  same  time,  he 
did   not    choose    to   shew   his   satisfaction   too 
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plainly,  and  therefore  at  first  made  as  if  he 
would  have  started  some  objections;  but  at  this 
minute  the  grand  vizier  coming  in,  with  whom 
the  insidious  Mahmood  had  concerted  his  plan, 
favoured  the  arguments  of  the  queen ;  and  the 
young  king,  as  if  convinced,  agreed  that  he 
would  set  out  the  next  day,  attended  as  before. 
Accordingly,  as  soon  as  he  had  reached  his  own 
apartment,  he  sent  for  Mahmood,  and  telling 
him  what  had  passed,  desired  him  to  prepare  for 
the  journey,  which  the  governor  very  readily 
undertook  to  do.  But  first  that  officer  went  to 
the  house  of  the  grand  vizier,  his  brother,  who 
was  of  full  as  wicked  a  disposition  as  himself, 
and  there  shutting  themselves  up  together,  they 
remained  full  of  their  black  and  pernicious 
designs,  until  after  the  call  to  evening  prayer, 
when,    having   concerted  a  good  deal  of  evil, 
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they  separated,  and  Mahmood  returned  to  the 
palace,  in  order  to  be  ready  to  set  out  next  morn- 
ing, according  to  the  young  king's  commands. 

In  the  mean  time,  Prince  Acbar  past  the 
hours  in  great  restlessness  and  expectation, 
and  thought  the  time  very  long  till  he  should 
again  behold  his  charming  princess,  who  en- 
grossed all  his  wishes. 

As  soon  as  it  was  day,  the  next  morning,  the 
young  king  rose,  and  having  said  his  prayers, 
he  set  out  with  Mahmood  and  his  faithful  slave, 
and  went,  without  more  ado,  straight  towards 
the  lake,  where,  having  given  their  horses  to 
the  fisherman  as  before,  the  wood  and  lamp 
were  brought,  and  seeking  out  the  same  spot, 
by  the  water  side,  Mahmood  made  a  fire,  drew 
the  figures  on  the  sand,  and  having  thrown  the 
lighted  bit  of  wood  into  the  lake,  the  chariot 
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instantly  appeared,  and  tlie  horses  fell  eating 
the  fire  as  before;  and  then  the  young  king  got 
in,  and  Mahmood  following,  the  slave  took  his 
place  at  their  feet,  and  the  horses,  perceiving 
that  they  were  seated,  began  directly  to  mount 
into  the  air.  But  this  time.  Prince  Acbar,  in- 
stead of  being  giddy,  was  very  well  pleased  to 
find  himself  on  the  road  to  Shiraz,  where  he 
calculated  that  the  princess  would  have  arrived 
by  this  time ;  and  he  took  a  great  delight  by  look- 
ing down  below,  and  seeing  those  large  objects 
which  could  be  distinguished,  fly  quickly  away, 
to  observe  how  very  fast  they  went,  which 
would  bring  him  the  sooner  to  the  object  of  his 
desire.  Travelling  at  the  rate  they  did,  it  was 
not  long  before  they  had  passed  over  all  the 
various  countries  that  separated  Prince  Acbar's 
dominions  from  Persia,  many  of  which  he  would 
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have  desired  to  see  at  any  other  time.  But  when 
any  one  of  the  three  master-passions — love, 
ambition,  or  revenge — enters  into  the  breast  of 
man,  all  other  objects  are  forgotten  till  it  is 
gratified ;  and  therefore  Prince  Acbar,  instead  of 
looking  upon  them  with  desire,  only  regarded 
them  to  mark  his  progress,  and  was  very  glad 
when  he  saw  a  great  river  below  them,  which 
he  supposed  to  be  the  Sinde,  which  forms  one 
boundary  to  the  Persian  Empire.  It  was  indeed 
that  river  which  the  horses  past  over,  and  bend- 
ing their  course  somewhat  southward,  they  soon 
carried  Prince  Acbar  and  the  rest  to  the  ancient 
city  of  Shiraz.*     It  was  still  day  when  they  ar- 

*  By  some  Persian  authors  the  foundation  of  this  city  is 
ascribed  to  Taimuras,  and  another  king,  of  the  name  of 
Fars,  the  gi-eat  grandson  of  Noah ;  whilst  others  again, 
with  more  probability,  declare  that  it  was  first  built  in  the 
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rived,  but  passing  at  a  vast  height  in  the  air,  none 
of  the  inhabitants  saw  them ;  and  having  come  to 
a  lonely  place,  the  chariot  descended,  and  let 
them  out,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  young  king, 
who  congratulated  himself  upon  being  in  the 
same  country  with  his  mistress,  and  hurried  on 
the  governor  towards  the  palace,  which  he  well 
knew  where  to  find,  by  the  account  the  princess 
had  given  him.  In  their  way  they  were  obliged 
to  pass  through  the  city,  and  it  not  being  dark, 
Prince  Acbar  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  all 
the  fine  mosques  and  buildings,  which  are  very 
numerous ;  and  having  a  good  deal  of  time  to 
spare,  as  they  dared  not  present  themselves 
at  the  palace  of  the  princess  before  the  fall  of 
night,  they  lingered  about  among  the  gardens, 

seveutj-fourth  year  of  the  Hegira,  either  by  the  son  or 
brother  of  Hejaje. — Kinneiis  Persian  Empire. 
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enjoying  the  fragrance  of  the  flowers  and  the 
breeze  of  the  evening,  which  at  Shiraz  is  very 
cool  and  refreshing.  But  no  sooner  was  it  dark, 
than  the  young  king,  hurrying  on,  speedily  made 
out  his  way  to  the  palace,  which  he  found 
exactly  as  the  young  lady  had  described  it ;  and 
placing  himself  under  the  window  of  that  apart- 
ment, in  which  she  had  signified  to  him  that  she 
usually  sat  of  an  evening,  he  gave  the  signal 
she  had  appointed,  by  clapping  his  hands  three 
times.  At  first  the  princess,  who  was  just  at 
that  moment  very  busy  talking  of  him  to  her 
nurse,  without  ever  expecting  him  so  soon,  did 
not  hear  the  sound,  and  Prince  Acbar  began  to 
be  afraid  that  the  princess  had  not  yet  returned 
from  the  court  of  her  sister,  the  Queen  of 
Afghaunistan.  But  before  he  quite  gave  him- 
self up  to  despair,  he  repeated  his  signal,  and 
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presently  some  one  looked  out  of  the  window, 
who  was  no  other  than  the  old  lady,  the  nurse, 
who  seeing-  some  persons  below,  told  the  prin- 
cess, and  ran  down  to  let  the  young  king  in,  with- 
out the  eunuchs,  or  any  other  person  seeing  him. 

When  she  had  opened  the  door,  and  found 
that  it  was  undoubtedly  him,  she  was  so  much 
rejoiced,  that  she  took  him  in  her  arms  and 
kissed  him,  which  compliment,  though  perhaps 
the  prince  would  rather  not  have  received,  yet 
for  all  that,  he  took  it  very  civilly,  and  begged 
her  to  lead  him  instantly  to  the  princess,  which 
she  accordingly  did,  telling  the  governor  and 
slave  to  remain  below  till  she  returned. 

The  two  lovers'  rapture  is  impossible  to 
conceive  upon  again  seeing  each  other ;  for 
the  time  of  their  separation  had  appeared  as 
long  to  the  princess,  as  it  had  done  to   Prince 
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Acbar.  They  embraced  again  and  again,  and 
the  princess  indeed  wept  for  pleasure,  for  she 
loved  him  most  sincerely ;  and  her  inclination 
towards  him  was  greatly  increased  by  the  con- 
versation of  her  nurse,  who  could  never  say 
enough  in  praise  of  the  young  king,  such  an 
effect  had  his  courtesy  and  good-nature  had 
upon  the  mind  of  that  old  lady.  • 

The  princs  and  princess  had  time  enough  to 
express  their  satisfaction,  while  the  nurse  was 
gone  to  provide  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
governor  and  slave;  and  the  young  lady  gave 
her  lover  a  long  account  of  her  journey  from 
Afghaunistan  to  Shiraz,  which  he  was  very  anx- 
ious to  hear,  as  he  took  a  great  deal  of  interest 
in  the  smallest  things  that  happened  to  her. 
She  also  informed  him  that  they  should  be  more 
at  liberty  then,  than  at  any  other  time,  for  that 
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the  king,  her  father,  was  absent  at  the  city  of 
Ispahan.*  With  this  and  other  conversation 
they  past  the  night  till  bed-time,  when,  parting 
with  many  embraces,  the  prince  retired  to  a 
chamber  which  had  been  prepared  for  him,  and 
tried  to  sleep,  but  could  not  for  thinking  of  the 
princess ;  but  he  did  not  regret  the  loss  of 
rest,  having  so' charming  an  object  to  meditate 
upon. 

It  need  not  be  told  that  the  lovers  were  very 

*  The  three  cities  of  Sliiraz,  Teheraun,  and  Ispahan, 
or  Sepahan,  have  been  alternately  considered  as  capital 
cities,  as  the  partiality  of  the  reigning  prince  happened  to 
turn  ;  but  Ispahan  has  in  general  had  the  preference, 
although  Shiraz,  in  the  time  of  the  Vakeel  as  well  as 
anciently,  was  the  principal  royal  residence. 

Ispahan,  since  the  time  here  mentioned,  has  been 
ravaged  by  the  Afghauns,  who  destroyed  many  of  its 
noblest  buildings.  For  a  description  of  this  city,  when 
perhaps  in  its  gieaiesi  splendour,  see  Sir  J.  Chardin. 
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soon  up  the  next  morning,  and  for  some  days 
they  contrived  to  pass  the  time  so  pleasantly, 
that  every  day  seemed  but  a  minute;  and  at 
the  end  of  a  fortnight  the  prince  could  scarcely 
believe  that  he  had  been  there  above  a  day  or 
two,  although  he  could  hardly  stir  out  of  the 
princess's  apartments  for  fear  some  babbler 
might  see  him,  and  remark  him  on  account  of 
his  youth  and  figure.  But  the  princess  and  he 
were  all  in  all  to  each  other,  and  he  did  not 
care  for  any  other  thing  but  the  pleasure  of  her 
company. 

At  length  it  one  day  happened,  that  the  prin- 
cess's nurse  being  with  them,  she  appeared 
very  serious,  which  was  an  extraordinary  thing 
for  her,  being  of  a  very  lively  and  gay  disposi- 
tion for  so  old  a  woman ;  and  the  princess  per- 
ceiving that  she  looked  grave,  "  Nurse,"  says 

VOL.  II.  I 
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she,  "  what  makes  you  wear  a  melancholy 
countenance  to-day,  when  we  are  all  so 
happy  ?  " 

"Truly,  my  princess,"  answered  the  old  lady, 
"  I  know  not;  but  I  have  a  thought  that  some 
misfortune  is  like  to  happen,  and  I  am  so  much 
of  a  coward,  that  I  dare  not  apply  to  my  art 
for  information,  for  fear  it  should  confirm  what 
I  dread  already." 

To  this  discourse  Prince  Acbar  replied  by 
saying,  that  there  was  no  fear,  and  desired  her, 
for  his  sake,  to  consult  her  science,  and  let  him 
know  what  was  doing  in  his  kingdom. 

The  old  lady  could  refuse  him  nothing,  and 
in  order  to  comply,  she  got  a  small  box  filled 
with  fine  sand,*  and  making  a  level,  she  drew 

*  See  the  Arabian  Nights,  passim.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  art  of  geomancy  was  antecedent  to  the 
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certain  figures,  as  slie  knew  very  well  how,  and 
seemed  to  consult  them  for  a  moment  or  two ; 
but  directly  after.  Prince  Acbar  beheld  her 
countenance  change.  "  Alas  !  "  cried  she, 
"  what  do  I  see  ?  My  lord,  I  have  to  tell  you 
that  your  grand  vizier  has  rebelled  against  your 
mother's  government,  and  driven  her  out  of 
your  capital,  where  he  now  reigns  as  king." 
Prince  Acbar  naturally  laid  his  hand  upon 

invention  of  any  portable  substance  for  writing  on,  and 
was  therefore  at  first  practised  by  drawing  figures  in  the 
sand.  What  was  then  necessity,  I  imagine  to  have  become 
a  part  of  the  trickery  of  that  pretended  science,  after  the 
application  of  vellum  or  the  papyrus  to  other  writings ; 
and  thus  we  find  that  the  figures  in  all  magical  ceremonies 
were  either  drawn  on  the  ground  where  they  took  place,  as 
in  the  production  of  the  flying  chariot  at  page  43,  or  were 
cast  in  a  box  of  sand  as  we  find  here ;  and  it  is  not  till 
several  ages  after,  that  any  mention  is  made  of  the  use  of 
parchment  in  these  operations. 

I  2 
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his  scimitar,  as  if  to  chastise  the  rebel,  but 
directly  remembering  himself,  "  My  princess," 
said  he  to  his  mistress,  "  you  see  what  necessity 
I  am  in  to  return  to  my  own  country,  and 
therefore  you  will  pardon  me  the  suddenness  of 
my  departure.  I  must  now  seek  Mahmood, 
who  is  also  brother  to  the  rebel." 

But  the  princess,  w^ho  was  in  great  trouble 
on  his  account,  desired  one  of  her  women  to 
seek  the  governor,  as  she  was  willing  to  enjoy 
her  lover's  company  as  long  as  possible;  but 
the  lady  very  soon  returned,  telling  them  that 
Mahmood  had  been  two  days  absent  from  the 
palace,  and  no  one  knew  where  he  was  gone. 
At  these  words  Prince  Acbar  perceived  the  ex- 
tent of  his  misfortune,  and  how  well  the  scheme 
of  his  wicked  governor  had  taken  effect? 
who  had  decoyed  him  into  a  distant  country. 
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merely  for  the  purpose  of  depriving  him  of  his 
kingdom,  very  well  knowing  that  it  must  be  a 
long  while  before  he  could  return.  This  con- 
sideration for  a  few  minutes  deprived  him  of 
all  recollection,  and  he  remained  in  such  con- 
fusion and  amazement  that  he  could  not  utter  a 
word,  though  the  princess  tried  to  console  him, 
by  promising  the  assistance  of  the  king,  her 
father,  with  a  powerful  army,  to  recover  his 
dominions.  The  first  thing,  however,  that 
brought  him  to  his  senses,  was  a  great  noise  of 
drums  and  trumpets  without,  which  seemed 
coming  near  the  palace;  and  in  a  minute  or 
two  after,  in  rushed  his  faithful  slave,  who, 
prostrating  himself  before  the  young  king, 
"  My  lord,"  says  he,  "  if  thy  slave  has  offended, 
his  head  is  at  thy  feet ;  but  I  came  uncalled  to 
seek  you,  that  you  might  know  of  a  great  army 
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wliicli  is  even  now  approaching  this  place. 
And  I  must  tell  you,  moreover,  that  the  people 
of  this  country,  Persia,  have  rebelled  against 
the  king,  and  are  even  now  cutting  off  the 
heads  of  all  his  ministers  and  favourites,  and 
the  army  which  is  approaching  is  also  that  of 
the  rebels.  I  have  taken  care  to  provide  a 
swift  horse  without,  on  which  you  may  escape 
if  you  use  diligence." 

These  tidings  more  sensibly  affected  the 
prince  than  the  former,  but  no  longer  giving 
way  to  sorrow,  he  only  thought  of  saving  the 
princess.  At  the  same  time  the  noise  of  drums 
and  trumpets  was  redoubled,  and  the  nurse 
called  out  to  him  to  carry  off  his  mistress  by 
means  of  the  horse,  she  not  having  time  to 
make  "use  of  her  art  to  rescue  her;  but  she 
promised,  at  the  same  time,  to  endue  the  beast 
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whicli  carried  them  with  supernatural  swiftness. 
Accordingly,  Prince  Acbar  caught  up  the  prin- 
cess with  one  arm,  and  drawing  his  scimitar 
with  the  other,  ran  down  stairs,  followed  by  the 
slave,  into  the  court,  where  they  found  a  fine 
horse  ready  saddled  ;  and  the  young  king, 
jumping  up,  placed  the  princess  before  him, 
that  he  might  defend  her  the  better. 

No  sooner  were  they  mounted,  than  the 
horse,  of  his  own  accord,  sprang  forward  at  the 
full  gallop,  while  the  princess  having  her  arms 
round  Prince  Acbar's  waist,  kept  on  very 
steadily;  and  in  order  not  to  lose  her  hold 
through  fear,  hid  her  eyes  upon  his  bosom  that 
she  might  not  see. 

Whenever  they  had  got  out  of  the  court,  the 
prince  perceived  the  rebel  army  surrounding 
them  on  all  sides,  and  no  sooner  did  they  see 
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him  coming  from  the  palace,  than  thinking  it 
was  some  of  the  King  of  Persia's  officers,  they 
began  to  let  fly  their  arrows  at  him;  but  the 
princess  fortunately  having  on  the  talisman 
which  was  in  his  picture,  she  was  defended  from 
all  such  dangers,  and  the  arrows  turning  on  each 
side,  took  no  effect,  so  great  were  its  virtues. 

Prince  Acbar  perceiving  this,  though  at  the 
time  he  had  forgotten  the  talisman,  took  greater 
courage,  and  riding  straight  to  that  part  where 
the  rebel  army  was  the  weakest,  he  cut  so 
dexterously  right  and  left  with  his  scimitar,  being 
perfectly  expert  in  all  such  exercises,  that  he 
killed  a  great  number  of  the  enemy,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  defended  himself  from  their  blows, 
so  that  he  soon  got  through  them  all;  and  the 
horse  being  wonderfully  swift,  owing  to  the 
enchantments  of  the  nurse,  soon  carried  them 
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out  of  the  reach  of  pursuit.  But  when  the 
young  king  drew  in  the  bridle,  and  wanted  him 
to  abate  his  speed  a  little,  that  the  princess 
might  recover  breath,  he  was  very  much  sur- 
prised to  find  that  the  horse  would  not  stop,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  kept  going  on  at  the  same  pace 
without  any  signs  of  weariness.  Perceiving 
that  he  was  governed  by  some  stronger  power, 
he  let  him  take  his  own  way,  and  whispered  to 
the  princess  that  she  was  quite  safe,  at  which 
she  felt  uncommon  joy,  not  so  much  for  her 
own  sake  as  for  that  of  Prince  Acbar,  for  whom 
she  now  entertained  a  double  affection. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  horse  went  on  with 
greater  swiftness  than  lightning,  nor  did  he  for 
one  moment  slacken  his  speed;  so  that  when 
night  began  to  fall.  Prince  Acbar  could  not  help 
feeling  alarmed,  lest  in  his  hurry  he  should  let 
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some  precipice  escape  his  sight,  and  by  falling 
down  it  dash  them  all  to  pieces ;  but,  nevertheless, 
he  still  continued  to  go  as  fast  as  before,  though 
it  soon  grew  very  dark,  and  kept  his  footing 
without  once  so  much  as  making  a  stumble. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  moon  began  to 
rise,  and  the  whole  of  nature  became  full  of  her 
light.  It  was  then  that  Prince  Acbar  had  a 
view  of  a  vast  pile  of  ruins  which  lay  on  the  edge 
of  the  plain,  over  which  they  travelled,  at  a  good 
distance  off;  and  thither  the  horse  seemed  to 
bend  his  steps.  Going  at  the  rate  which  they 
did,  it  was  not  long  before  they  reached  the 
ruins,  and  no  sooner  had  they  come  there,  than 
of  his  own  accord  the  horse  stopped,  without 
more  ado,  and  suffered  the  young  king  to  alight, 
still  carrying  the  princess  in  his  arms.  But  what 
was  the  surprise  of  Prince  Acbar,  when  he  came 
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to  look  upon  the  young  lady's  face  by  the  light 
of  the  moon,  to  perceive  that  she  had  fallen  into 
a  profound  sleep,  which  he  attributed  to  fear 
and  excessive  weariness,  but  which  was  indeed 
owing  to  an  enchantment  of  the  old  lady,  her 
nurse,  who  had  found  time  to  apply  to  her 
magic  before  the  rebels  entered  the  palace.  As 
soon  as  the  prince  found  this,  he  took  off  the 
shawl  which  he  wore  round  his  waist  instead  of 
a  belt,  after  the  Indian  fashion,  and  which  was 
very  large  and  rich,  and  spreading  it  out,  he 
wrapped  the  princess  therein,  to  preserve  her 
from  the  dew  of  the  evening,  which  then  began 
to  fall ;  and  having  made  up  a  bed  of  dry  leaves, 
which  had  fallen  from  a  chinar  tree  hard  by,  he 
laid  her  gently  down,  in  order  that  he  might 
seek  for  some  place  where  she  could  pass  the 
night  in  comfort. 
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With  this  idea,  Prince  Acbar  began  ascend- 
ing a  high  flight  of  steps  which  lay  before  him, 
and  having  climbed  a  great  many,  he  found 
himself  in  the  midst  of  a  vast  platform  of  im- 
measurable extent,  formed  of  the  finest  kinds 
of  marble,  and  which  seemed  rather  an  immense 
natural  plain,  than  the  work  of  men's  hands. 
At  a  good  distance  before  him,  he  saw  some- 
thing which  appeared  to  rise  out  of  the  middle, 
and  which  he  fancied  to  resemble  pillars  and 
columns;  but  they  were  so  far  off,  and  the 
light  was  so  faint,  that  he  could  not  well 
distinguish.  Nevertheless,  something  inspired 
him  with  so  strong  a  desire  to  examine  into 
what  it  was,  that  he  could  not  refrain  from 
going  up  to  it,  though  at  first  he  did  not  like 
to  leave  the  princess.  But  just  at  that  moment, 
remembering  the  talisman  which  she  wore,  and 
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that  it  would  protect  her  from  all  danger  of 
afrits  or  wild  beasts,  he  hurried  his  footsteps, 
and  soon  began  to  see  more  clearly  the  vast 
ruins  of  which  he  had  at  first  but  an  indistinct 
view ;  and  directly  recollecting  that  the  ruins  of 
Isteiker,  *  still  called  Tuckt-e-Jemsheed,  f  or 
the  throne  of  Jemsheed,  from  having  been  the 
capital  city  of  that  great  conqueror  and  mo- 
narch, must  be  somewhere  thereabout,  he  did 
not  at  all   doubt  that  these   were  those   vast 


*  For  a  description  of  these  magnificent  ruins,  see 
Nieburh,  Chardin,  Sec. 

t  This  prince  (Jemsheed)  was  the  patron  and  inventor  of 
many  useful  arts,  and  revived  many  of  the  laws  of  Mo- 
hahad,  according  to  the  Davistan. 

Ferdosi  informs  us,  that  this  monarch  lived,  or  rather 
reigned,  seven  hundred  years.  He  was  at  length  sawn  in 
pieces  between  two  boards,  by  the  orders  of  Zohauk  the 
Arabian,  who  invaded  India  and  Persia. 
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remains.  Full  of  an  insatiable  curiosity,  he 
walked  on  so  fast,  that  in  a  few  minutes  he 
had  arrived  at  the  second  flight  of  steps,  on 
the  top  of  which  was  the  platform,  where  the 
palace  had  stood  in  those  days,  when  the  stu- 
pendous works  before  him  had  been  tenanted 
by  the  busy  race  of  man.  And  here,  when 
Prince  Acbar  had  ascended,  he  could  not  help 
admiring  the  grandeur  of  that  time,  whose 
buildings  left  behind  them  ruins  sufficient  to 
construct  a  thousand  of  our  smaller  palaces. 
Here    he    beheld    immense    arches,   *    whose 

*  By  the  description  here  given  of  tlie  ruins,  which  were 
so  much  less  perfect  when  visited  by  any  modern  tra- 
veller, we  may  presume  that  Prince  Acbar  reigned  not 
many  centuries  after  the  Mahommedan  aera,  at  which 
period  it  was  still  one  of  the  principal  cities  in  the  king- 
dom of  Persia. 
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breadth  would  cover  a  large  army;  columns,* 
whose  heads  seemed  to  aspire  unto  the  sky; 
and  walls,  the  thickness  of  which  was  equal  to  a 
wide  field.  Wherever  he  turned,  he  saw  some- 
thing more  vast  than  the  last,  and  whichever  way 
he  looked  he  beheld  a  new  object  to  call  forth 
his  wonder  and  astonishment;  and  though  the 
moon  was  very  bright  he  could  only  discover  a 
very  small  part  which  looked  the  bigger  from 
the  obscurity  of  the  rest.  Having  looked  about 
him  for  some  time,  he  advanced  into  the  chief 
part  of  the  building,  and  was  gazing  at  it  with 
fresh  admiration  and  surprise,  when  suddenly 
one  of  those  foul  spirits,  the  gouls,  started  out 
upon  him  from  behind  a  piece  of  the  wall,  and 


*  Still  called  Chel-minar,  or  the  forty  columns,  from 
the  number  of  pillars  which  were  to  be  seen  there. 
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would  fain  have  taken  him  by  the  throat  to 
strangle  him,  or  suck  his  blood,  but  Prince 
Acbar,  nothing  afraid,  started  a  bit  back,  and 
drawing  his  sabre,  gave  it  so  sharp  a  cut, 
that  had  it  been  mortal  it  would  infallibly 
have  despatched  it.  Nevertheless,  for  all  that 
it  could  not  be  killed,  the  pain  of  the  blow 
was  so  severe  that  it  began  howling  after 
such  a  frightful  manner,  that  all  the  other 
gouls,  thinking  that  some  angel  was  come  to 
punish  them,  fled  as  fast  as  they  could;  while 
the  young  king,  not  at  all  dismayed  at  this  ad- 
venture, walked  forward  amongst  the  large  frag- 
ments of  the  ruin,  with  his  scimitar  in  his  hand, 
till  at  length  he  came  to  a  large  open  space  in 
the  building,  on  which  the  moon  shone  very 
bright,  so  that  the  prince  could  easily  see  the 
form  of  it,  from  which  he  never  doubted  it  to 
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have  been  some  grand  square  or  court.  But  that 
which  most  surprised  him  was,  to  discern  the 
figure  of  some  one  standing  in  the  midst,  and 
leaning,  as  if  in  deep  thought,  upon  a  long 
wand  that  he  held  in  his  hand.  No  sooner 
did  Prince  Acbar  behold  this  figure,  which 
was  very  fine  and  majestic,  than  he  felt  a 
strange  kind  of  awe  and  admiration  ;  and 
though  he  approached  very  near,  it  took  no 
notice,  nor  ever  stirred  at  all,  so  that  the 
young  king  had  time  enough  to  examine  the 
appearance  of  the  spirit,  for  nothing  else  could 
he  suppose  it  to  be.  His  aspect  (as  said  be- 
fore) was  very  grand  and  magnificent,  although 
he  scarcely  seemed  come  to  what  in  men  we 
should  call  the  prime  of  life :  his  beard  was 
curled  and  glossy,  and  his  eyes  dark  and  spark- 
ling ;  his  robe  was  such  as  could  never  be  made 

VOL.  II.  K 
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by  the  hands  of  man,  but  seemed  rather  as 
if  it  had  been  woven  of  fine  diamond  threads, 
which  reflected  the  moonlight  in  a  great  va- 
riety of  colours,  and  this  again  was  girt  round 
him  with  a  belt  which  imitated  the  rainbow, 
only  that  the  hues  were  more  brilliant  and 
shining,  like  precious  stones  of  inestimable  lus- 
tre; and  in  his  hair,  which  was  suffered  to 
grow  long  in  dark  curls,  was  a  small  coronet 
of  six  stars,  full  as  bright  as  the  six  planets. 
But  that  which  most  attracted  the  attention  of 
Prince  Acbar,  was  his  wrings,  which  were  very 
long,  falling  down  as  far  as  his  feet,  and  were 
exactly  like  two  of  those  thin  rosy  clouds  that 
ar^  often  seen  just  before  the  summer  sunset; 
but  his  countenance,  which  was  very  handsome, 
was  also  very  grave  and  serious,  so  that  Prince 
Acbar  dared  not  accost  him. 
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But  presently,  however,  after  the  young  king 
had  gazed  at  him  for  a  moment,  the  geni 
lifted  up  his  head,  and  addressed  him  by  his 
name :  "  Prince  Acbar,"  said  he,  in  a  mild 
tone,  "  put  up  your  sword,  and  come  with 
me,  where  I  will  shew  you  wonders  such  as 
have  never  yet  been  seen  by  any  man,  except 
the  great  King  Solomon ;  *  and  fear  not,  but 
give  me  your  hand." 

As  he  spoke,  Prince  Acbar  was  so  much 
struck  wath  awe  and  surprise,  that  he  Answered 
never  a  word,  but  giving  his  hand  to  the  geni, 
as  he  had  desired,  a  sudden  chill  seemed  to  run 

*  Solimon  ben  Daoiid,  whose  power  was  gi*eater,  accord- 
ing to  the  Oriental  tradition,  than  that  of  any  other  pro- 
phet, except  Mahommed.  He  had  seen  and  commanded 
every  part  of  the  creation ;  and,  therefore,  of  course,  the 
Eastern  fairy-land  amongst  the  rest. 

k2 
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through  all  his  marrow,  for  he  felt  nothing  but 
as  if  he  grasped  a  handful  of  snow  that  seemed  of 
scarcely  any  substance,  only  very  cold ;  but  his 
surprise  was  very  much  increased  when  he  found 
himself  begin  to  rise  in  the  air  without  making 
any  visible  motion,  and  very  quick;  but  this, 
as  he  had  now  made  two  journeys  in  the  flying 
chariot,  he  did  not  mind,  and  presently  taking 
greater  courage,  he  asked  the  geni  whither  he 
was  about  to  take  him.  Whereupon  the  spirit 
told  him  that  they  were  then  flying  towards 
Genistan,*  the  land  of  the  genii  and  fairies, 
and    that   they   should   shortly   arrive    at    the 


*  This  is  generally  written  Jinnistan,  but  why  I  cannot 
see  ;  when  we  write  in  English,  genii,  why  should  we 
alter  it  when  compounded,  and  not  have  it  Genistan,  the 
country  of  the  genii. 
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city  of  Shadukaam,  *  wliicli  was  the  capital  of 
that  country. 

"  But  this  journey  will  take  a  long  time,"  re- 
plied Prince  Acbar  with  some  hesitation,  "and  I 
have  left  behind  me  the  Princess  of  Persia,  sleep- 
ing at  the  foot  of  the  platform,  who  will  wake  and 
wonder  where  I  am  gone,  not  knowing  where 
she  is. 

"  Fear  not.  Prince  Acbar,"  replied  the  geni, 
"for  you  must  know  that  there  is  no  such  thing 


*  Meaning  the  city  or  country  of  delight,  one  of  the 
capitals  of  Genistan.  The  oriental  tales  are  full  of  descrip- 
tions of  their  fairy  land,  in  which  may  be  traced  many 
strange  points  of  resemblance  to  the  early  fictions  of 
Europe,  upon  the  same  subject. 

This  city  is  called  also  by  some  writers  the  city  of  jewels; 
but,  according  to  Prince  Acbar,  that  name  would  be  more 
applicable  to  Amberabad. 
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as  time  in  Genistan,*  and  you  may  travel  far 
over  its  immeasurable  extent,  without  having 
been  absent  from  the  earth,  even  so  much  as  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye." 

The  young  king  did  not  very  well  under- 
stand this,  as  he  could  not  conceive  how  there 
could  be  any  country  where  there  was  no  such 
thing  as  time;  but  not  having  any  means  of 
turning  back,  he  forbore  opposing  his  conductor, 
and  soon  found  that  he  began  to  breath  a  diffe- 
rent kind  of  air.  He  also  perceived  at  a  dis- 
tance from  him,  things  shaped  like  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  earth,  but  which  were  so  thin  and 

*  In  all  probability  this  passage  is  allegorical,  and 
alludes  to  the  wanderings  of  imagination,  which  can  stray 
through  a  thousand  varied  scenes  and  visionary  kingdoms, 
in  the  interval  of  a  moment,  and  return  to  earth  with- 
out its  absence  being  perceived. 
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transparent,  that  wlien  they  came  between  liim 
and  the  moon,  he  could  very  plainly  see  that 
planet  througli  them,  and  no  sooner  were  they 
past  by  than  he  lost  sight  of  them  in  the 
obscurity. 

As  the  prince  and  the  geni  travelled  very 
rapidly  through  the  air,  they  were  not  long  in 
coming  to  the  land  of  fairies,  and  here  Prince 
Acbar  perceived  a  very  fine  light,  so  clear  and 
bright,  that  the  smallest  object  was  very  plainly 
to  be  seen,  even  at  a  good  distance ;  and  he 
began  to  think  that  the  sun  had  suddenly  risen, 
and  that  it  was  broad  day,  but  the  geni  soon 
undeceived  him,  by  telling  him  that  the  inhabi- 
tans  of  Genistan,  having  no  occasion  for  sleep, 
enjoyed  an  eternal  daylight,  not  from  any 
planet  or  sun  of  their  own,  but  by  a  certain 
quality  of  the  air,  which  might  be  said  to  be 
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entirely  of  light  and  nothing  else.     Very  soon 
after  this,  the  young  king  perceived  before  him 

n 

a  vast  city,  built  altogether  of  diamonds,  which 
were  so  bright  and  clear,  that  the  eye  would 
have  penetrated  through  all  the  walls  as  much 
as  if  there  had  been  no  city  there,  had  not 
the  towers  and  houses  been  cut  into  a  great 
many  angles  and  elegant  shapes,  which  re-  1 
fleeted  the  light  in  a  very  beautiful  and  asto- 
nishing manner,  throwing  out  long  rays  of  a 
thousand  different  colours,  which  at  every  step 
changed  and  glistened  in  such  a  dazzling  man- 
ner, that  Prince  Acbar  could  scarcely  look  at  it, 
yet  could  not  take  off  his  eyes,  it  was  so  very 
magnificent ;  and  indeed  this  wonderful  city  so 
struck  him  with  admiration,  that  he  could  not 
refrain  from  asking  the  geni  what  it  was  called. 
Whereupon  the  geni  replied,  "  That,  you  must 
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know,  is  the  city  of  Amberabad,*  wbere  are 
the  palaces  of  many  of  our  chief  genii;  it  is 
called  also  the  diamond  city,  and  is  one  of  the 
wonders  of  this  place.  Let  us  approach,  and 
examine  it  more  closely." 

Prince  Acbar  was  overjoyed  at  this  proposal, 
and  as  soon  as  he  had  signified  his  assent,  they 
began  to  descend,  and  in  a  few  minutes  their 
feet  touched  the  ground,  which  was  covered 
over  with  a  fine  yellow  sand,  and  this  in  a  few 
minutes  he  perceived  to  be  gold  dust.  Thus 
walking  on,  through  a  great  many  things  that 
were  all  very  extraordinary,  they  soon  came  to 


*  This  word  means  the  city  of  Amhergri:  which  name, 
I  suppose,  must  have  originated  from  that  sort  of  delicious 
perfume  mentioned  in  a  following  page.  Musk  and  amber- 
g-ris  are  great  favourites  amongst  the  Persians,  who  gene- 
rally couple  them  together. 
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the  city,  which  Prince  Acbar  found  to  be 
infinitely  more  curious  than  he  had  at  first 
thought.  For  a  while  he  could  not  conceive 
how  they  should  get  up  to  the  gate,  the  whole 
town  being  raised  a  good  deal  above  the 
ground,  and  without  any  foundation,*  but  rest- 
ing altogether  self-suspended  in  the  air;  but 
the  geni,  holding  him  by  the  hand,  desired  him 
to  step  boldly,  whereupon  putting  out  his  foot, 
he  found  a  step  grow  up  underneath  it,  and  then 
another ;  and  proceeding  thus,  they  climbed  up 
an  invisible  staircase,  and  went  through  the 
gate,  which  was  made  of  two  entire  diamonds, 
so  fashioned  as  to  resemble  flames.  When  they 
had  got  into  the  city,  they  found  themselves  in 

*  This  seems  to  have  heen  similar  to  the  aakiyun,  or 
sea  of  air,  on  which  the  throne  of  God  is  supposed  to  be 
placed. 
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the  midst  of  palaces  of  such  inestimable  riches 
and  splendour,  that  Prince  Acbar  could  never 
have  conceived  anything  like  it;  and  though 
there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  kind  of  road  or 
ground  on  which  to  tread,  yet  at  every  step  a 
little  cloud  of  rose-coloured  dust  rose  up,  smell- 
ing of  all  sorts  of  delicious  fragrance  ;  and 
every  now  and  then,  a  sudden  sound  of  a 
strange  and  enchanting  kind  of  music  would 
come  gently  along  with  the  wind,  and  for  a 
while  would  grow  louder  and  louder,  and  then 
as  softly  die  away  again,  so  that  Prince  Acbar 
could  have  staid  for  ever  to  hear  it,  had  not  his 
eyes  been  attracted  by  other  wonders  that  were 
round  him. 

At  length,  after  the  geni  had  given  him  a 
good  time  to  look  about,  "  Let  us  now  go  on, 
prince,"  says  he,  "for  though  this  is  superior  to 
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what  you  have  seen  on  earth,  yet  I  have  a  mind 
to  show  you  my  own  palace,  and  other  things 
more  curious  still." 

To  this  proposal  the  young  king  made  a  suit- 
able acknowledgment,  and  going  out  at  another 
gate,  the  geni  led  the  way,  walking  very  fast, 
and  the  prince  followed  without  so  much  as 
once  feeling  at  all  tired,  such  an  effect  had  the 
air  of  that  country  upon  him.  After  they  had 
gone  a  good  way,  passing  many  things.  Prince 
Acbar  very  much  admired,  but  which  he  could 
not  notice  so  particularly  as  he  wished,  on  ac- 
count of  the  quickness  with  which  they  walked, 
they  came  at  last  within  sight  of  a  palace,  that 
exceeded  every  thing  the  prince  had  hitherto 
seen,  and  a  city  equally  beautiful.  As  they  were 
nearer  to  the  city  than  the  palace,  the  geni  took 
Prince  Acbar  through  a  part  of  it,  that  he  might 
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admire  it.  "  This,"  says  the  spirit,  as  they  came 
near,  "  is  Shadukaam,  the  capital  of  Peristan, 
which  is  reckoned  to  be  the  most  wonderful  of 
all  cities,  being  built  in  a  lake  of  pure  gold, 
which  is  quite  liquid,  and  refined  from  the 
earthy  matter  with  which  it  is  mixed  in 
your  world ;  and  in  it  the  city  floats,  without 
any  thing  else  to  support  it :  and  in  this  same 
lake,  also,  is  situate  the  island  and  palace  of 
the  King  of  the  Genii."  Having  said  this,  he 
stopped  that  his  companion  might  have  time  to 
look  round  him. 

The  first  thing  that  Prince  Acbar  took  heed 
of  was  the  lake,  which  they  had  just  passed 
over  a  bridge  of  ebony,  but  so  flowered  and 
enriched  with  all  sorts  of  precious  stones,  that 
the  original  wood  was  scarce  to  be  discovered; 
nor  could  he  help  wondering  at  the  immense 
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waves  of  melted  gold  which  rolled  round  the 
city,  as  fluid  as  if  they  had  been  of  water. 
The  next  thing  he  saw  was  a  palace  constructed 
of  roses,  without  any  wood  or  stone  whatever, 
and  these  were  so  fancifully  trained,  that  of 
themselves  they  formed  pillars  and  windows, 
and  terraces,  and  were  of  three  sorts, — red, 
white,  and  blue,  regularly  disposed ;  and  these, 
he  was  informed  by  the  geni,  never  decayed, 
and  only  from  the  growing  of  the  plants 
changed  their  places,  but  always  so  as  to  form 
some  new  sort  of  architecture,  keeping  in  just 
symmetry  and  proportion. 

When  he  had  done  admiring  this,  he  turned 
to  the  other  side,  and  beheld  a  palace  built  of  a 
great  number  of  columns  of  gold,  which  daz- 
zled his  eyes  very  much,  as  they  were  continu- 
ally turning  round  so   rapidly,  that   he   could 
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scarcely  see  them ;  and  which  he  could  not  at 
all  comprehend,  until  such  time  as  the  geni  told 
him  that  they  belonged  to  a  certain  fairy,  who 
delighted  in  air,  and  whose  palace  was  made  by 
forty  w^hirlwinds,  which  taking  up  the  golden 
sand,  as  the  wind  does  the  sands  *  of  the 
desert,  formed  those  columns  which  he  saw. 
"  And  if  you  will  raise  your  eyes,"  continued 
the  geni,  "  you  will  see  that  she  has  arched 
them  over  with  rainbows,  which  form  a  perfect 
dome.  But  come,"  added  he,  "let  us  go  on 
to  my  palace,  which  is  not  very  far  off."  And 
accordingly  he  led  the  way,  Prince  Acbar  fol- 
lowing, more  and  more  astonished  at  every 
thing  he  saw. 

When  they  had  come  to  the  edge  of  the  lake, 

*  See  Bruce's  Travels. 
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they  passed  over  a  bridge  made  all  of  pearls, 
without  any  cement  or  setting  to  bind  them 
together,  but  so  artificially  placed,  that  every 
one  leant  upon  another  in  such  a  manner  that 
none  could  fall,  but,  jammed  close  together, 
formed  a  bridge  as  perfect  and  firm  as  if  it  had 
been  made  of  steel.  When  they  had  passed 
this  bridge,  and  had  come  to  the  island  on  which 
stood  the  palace  Prince  Acbar  had  formerly 
seen,  he  found  himself  suddenly  in  the  most 
beautiful  groves  that  it  was  possible  to  conceive; 
all  the  trees  being  no  other  than  the  most 
enchanting  flowers  of  the  earth,  grown  up  to 
such  a  size,  and  much  finer  both  in  colour  and 
perfume  than  those  of  our  world.  Here  you 
might  see  tall  lilies  rising  up  like  oaks,  and 
hyacinths  in  spikes,  like  pines  or  firs,  together 
with  tulips,  auriculas,  stocks,  narcissus's  and  a 
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thousand  other  flowers,  that  all  grew  as  tall  as 
forest  trees,  while  the  brushwood  was  formed 
of  violets,  pansies,  and  lilies  of  the  valley;  and, 
what  was  extraordinary,  all  these  were  as  delicate 
and  beautiful  as  in  their  ordinary  state.  Amongst 
the  leaves  of  this  delightful  forest,  flew  a  great 
variety  of  all  sorts  of  singing  birds,  such  as 
nightingales,  woodlarks,  and  linnets,  as  well  as 
that  wonderful  bird*  which  has  no  feet,  and 
whose  note  is  more  sweet  and  charming  than 
that  of  any  other  bird;  and  the  young  king 
observed,  as  they  walked  along,  that  the  walks, 
which  were  very  regular  and  smooth,  were  all 
made  of  diamonds,  rubies,  and  emeralds  wedged 

*  I  suppose  the  Hinna,  which  Richardson  describes  as 
*'  A  bird  peculiar  to  the  East.  It  is  supposed  to  fly  con- 
stantly in  the  air,  and  never  touch  the  ground." 

VOL.  II.  L 
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in  with  gold  dust,  and  so  disposed  £is  to  form  a 
great  number  of  pleasing  figures,  on  which  he 
scarcely  liked  to  set  down  his  feet.  Having 
seen  all  this,  the  geni  conducted  him  into  a 
delightful  meadow,  than  which  nothing  could 
be  softer,  being  entirely  covered  with  a  kind  of 
moss,  every  plant  of  which  is  as  fine  as  the  most 
slender  hair,  and  has  a  peculiar  perfume  very 
sweet  and  delightful ;  this  was  also  refreshed  by 
two  or  three  streams  of  rose-water,  that  made 
a  great  many  turnings  through  it. 

"When  they  had  crossed  this  meadow,  they 
came  to  the  palace,  which  Prince  Acbar  did  not 
scruple  to)  pronounce  the  most  perfect  that  it 
was  possible  to  construct.  It  was  built  in  the 
form  of  a  square,  having  a  colonnade  on  every 
side,  raised  upon  five  steps,  the  first  step  being 
of  silver,  the  second  of  gold,  the  third  of  coral. 
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the  fourth  of  mother-of-pearl,  and  the  fifth  of 
amber.  Each  colonnade  was  composed  of  fifty 
pillars  of  pure  sapphire,  each  of  one  piece,  and 
over  every  pillar  was  a  diamond  lamp,  filled  with 
attar  of  rose,  and  which  kept  continually  burning, 
with  a  light  so  bright  and  clear  that  it  quite 
eclipsed  the  other  light  of  the  place  for  all  it 
was  so  fine. 

Having  past  through  this  colonnade,  the  geni 
led  Prince  Acbar  into  a  vast  court,  paved  en- 
tirely with  pearls  of  a  dazzling  whiteness,  each 
as  big  as  an  ostrich's  egg ;  and  in  the  centre  of 
this  stood  the  main  building  of  the  palace ;  but 
before  he  took  him  thither,  the  geni  made  the 
young  king  advance  to  a  fountain,*  which  gave 
forth  so  beautiful  a  kind  of  music,  that  no  instru- 
ment on  the  earth  could  equal  it,  and  when  he 

*  No  Oriental  palace  or  apartment  is  considered  at 
L  2 
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came  near,  it  was  so  bright  that,  for  all  his  eyes 
were  accustomed  to  all  the  splendour  which  he 
had  seen  there,  he  could  hardly  look  upon  it 
steadily.  The  great  spring  of  the  fountain  rose 
to  above  a  hundred  cubits  in  height,  perpen- 
dicular, and  then  fell  in  a  shower,  not  of  water, 
but  it  seemed  to  be  the  very  principle  of  light 
itself. 

"  This  fountain,  you  must  know, "said  the  spirit, 
"  is  made  of  diamonds,  melted  in  the  light  of  the 
sun,  for  which  it  is  necessary  to  hold  them  for 
an  hundred  years  within  a  thousand  cubits  of 

all  perfect  without  a  fountain  of  some  sort,  which  are 
always  crnamented  with  as  much  splendour  as  the  wealth 
of  the  proprietor  will  admit.  Thus, — Une  fontaine  arti- 
ficielle  et  jallissante  dont  le  basin  est  d'un  precieux 
marhre  verd  qui  m'a  paru  serpen  tin,  ou  jaspe,  s'elevoit 
directeraent  au  milieu  sous  le  dome. —  Voyages  du  Sieur 
(le  la  Motraye, 
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his  orb,  and  ever  after  they  remain  in  a  fluid 
state."      Having   explained    this,    he   led  him 
across  the  court  to  the  chief  building,  where  at 
first  Prince  Acbar  was  motionless  with  wonder 
and  surprise.     Nothing  he  had  yet  seen  came 
up  to  it,  and   everywhere  some  new   beauty, 
some  new  miracle  of  magnificence  met  his  sight. 
The  palace  was  one  entire  carbuncle,  hewn  into 
a  thousand  arches,  galleries,  and  halls,  which 
were  enriched  with  every  other  precious  stone, 
taking  the  forms  of  all  sorts  of  plants,  flowers, 
fruits;    and  to   complete  it   an   eternal  air   of 
music*  breathed  all  round,   nor  had  this  any 
regular  time,  but  every  note  followed  the  other 
in   such  perfect  melody,  and  all  the   different 
sounds   were   so  exactly  harmonious,   that  not 

*  See  Richardson's  description  of  the  fountain  of  Chin- 
darah. 
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even  Israfil,  the  angel  of  music,*  could  have 
perceived  any  thing  harsh  or  displeasing.  No 
sooner  had  they  entered  the  first  hall,  than  a 
band  of  fairies,  whose  beauty  surpassed  all  des- 
cription, came  forward,  and  strewed  blue  flowersf 
in  their  way,  which,  when  the  young  king  trod 
upon  them,  though  he  did  so  unwillingly,  gave 
forth  the  most  pleasant  perfume  in  the  world. 
After  passing  through  this  hall,  they  came  into 
another,  at  the  end  of  which  were  three  young 
ladies,  whose  charms  infinitely  surpassed  those 
of  the  first  he  had  seen.  In  the  centre  of  the 
hall  stood  a  couch,  formed   of  the  down  of  a 

*  This  Angel  is  represented  as  having  a  voice  more 
melodious  than  any  other  created  being. — See  Sale. 

t  I  suppose  this  is  borrowed  from  the  Hindoo  idea  of  the 
flower  of  the  blue  kampac,  which  is  said  never  to  blossom 
on  the  earth.— See  the  Works  of  Sir  W.  Jones. 
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certain  bird,  whose  feathers  are  of  gold;  and 
here  the  geni  stopped,  and  regarding  the  young 
king  wit^i  a  smile,  "  Prince  Acbar,"  said  he, 
"  you  are  now  in  the  palace  of  the  King  of  the 
Genii,*  and  this  palace  is  mine, — guess,  there- 
fore, who  I  am." 

At  this  declaration  Prince  Acbar  was  struck 
with  a  great  deal  of  awe,  but,  nevertheless,  he 
collected  himself  to  make  a  suitable  compliment 
to  the  King  of  the  Genii,  who  answered  him, 
"  Prince,  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  you,  and 

*  This  monarch  is  represented  in  Oriental  tales  under  a 
variety  of  forms  and  characters,  sometimes  as  cruel  and 
formidable,  at  other  times  as  the  patron  of  virtue  and 
courage.  I  imagine  him  to  be  the  same  person,  who,  under 
the  name  of  Gian  ben  Gian,  is  mentioned  by  d'Herbelot 
and  others,  and  who  reigned  over  the  world  before  Adam. 
In  this  tale,  however,  he  seems  to  be  spoken  of  much  in 
the  same  style  as  in  the  history  of  Prince  Zeyn  Alasnam. 
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I  will  now  leave  you  to  rest,  in  consideration 
that  you  are  not,  as  I  am,  incapable  of  fatigue ; 
and  after  a  little  I  will  shew  you  the  purpose  for 
which  I  brought  you  here:"  and  having  said 
this,  he  did  not  wait  for  a  reply,  but  left  the 
young  king  with  the  three  ladies,  who  presently 
coming  round  him,  said  a  great  many  very  kind 
and  obliging  things;  and,  seating  him  in  the 
midst  of  them,  began  to  caress  and  make  much 
of  the  young  stranger,  who,  for  his  part,  was  so 
enchanted  with  their  beauty,  that  he  did  not 
know  how  to  shew  himself  grateful  enough. 

After  some  time  spent  in  this  delightful  con- 
versation, the  King  of  the  Genii  returned,  and 
again  led  Prince  Acbar  through  a  great  many 
halls,  more  rich  and  surprising  than  he  had  seen 
before,  into  a  garden  of  all  sorts  of  roses,  and 
other  flowers,  but  all  surpassing  those  of  the 
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earth,  both  in  colour  and  scent;  and  when  he 
had  shewn  him  a  vast  variety  of  curious  plants, 
which  the  young  king  had  never  seen,  he  said  to 
him,  "  Prince  Acbar,  I  have  a  strong  affection 
for  you,  which  I  have  sufficiently  shewn  by 
taking  you  into  a  country  where  never  man  was 
before,  and  by  letting  you  see  wonders  which  far 
surpass  all  the  magnificence  of  your  earth ;  but 
not  content  with  all  this,  I  am  willing  to  give 
you  still  greater  proofs  of  my  kindness,  on  one 
condition,  which  is  very  easy  to  be  fulfilled,  and 
which  if  you  perform,  I  will  immediately  bestow 
upon  you  this  palace  which  you  have  seen,  and 
give  you  for  wives  my  three  daughters,  with 
whom  you  have  conversed  but  now,  and  at  the 
same  time  will  transform  you  from  a  man  into  a 
geni ;  and  while  I  go  to  live  at  Amberabad,  you 
shall  govern  here  in  my  stead." 
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The  magnificence  of  this  proposal  was  un- 
doubtedly very  great,  but  still  Prince  Acbar  did 
not  suffer  himself  to  be  dazzled  until  he  knew 
what  the  condition  was  which  the  geni  stickled 
for ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  though  he  admired 
the  three  daughters  of  the  King  of  the  Genii 
very  much,  yet  he  loved  the  Princess  of  Persia 
with  a  sincere  affection,  and  nothing  he  had  seen 
had  been  able  to  banish  her  from  his  remem- 
brance. Upon  this  the  geni  seeing  that  he  was 
discomposed,  and  remained  silent,  immediately 
divined  the  cause ;  and  leading  him  into  another 
part  of  the  garden,  he  showed  him  a  couch  made 
of  the  leaves  of  all  sorts  of  flowers,  and  a  fine 
arbour  of  the  sweet  camolata,*  which  bears  a 

*  A  beautiful  hanging  plant  bearing  a  red  flower,  known 
by  the  name  of  Love's  Creeper.  See  Sir  W.  Jones^and 
Forbes's  Oriental  Memoirs. 
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beautiful  red  flower  hanging  down  over  it ;  but 
what  was  Prince  Acbar's  joy  and  astonishment, 
to  behold  the  Princess  of  Persia  lying  there  fast 
asleep,  and  in  his  eyes  more  charming  than 
ever ! 

"  By  the  law  of  the  genii,"  says  the  king  to 
Prince  Acbar,  with  a  kind  look,  "  every  one  is 
allowed  to  have  four  wives.  In  addition  to  the 
offer  I  made  you  just  now,  the  Princess  of  Persia 
shall  be  yours  also;  and  I  will  undertake  that 
none  of  my  daughters  shall  be  jealous  of  her, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  shall  all  live 
together  in  the  most  perfect  harmony." 

At  these  words.  Prince  Acbar  could  contain 
himself  no  longer,  but  throwing  himself  at  tlie 
feet  of  the  King  of  the  Genii,  "  Oh,  my  lord," 
cried  he,  "  your  goodness  is  like  a  mighty  river, 
that  at  the  same  time  overwhelms  and  enriches ; 
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speak  but  the  condition,  and  doubt  not  that  I 
shall  perform  your  wishes." 

"  It  is  no  other,  my  son,  than  this,''  replied 
the  King  of  the  Genii,  fixing  his  eyes  steadfastly 
on  the  prince,  "  that  you  shall  instantly  kneel 
and  worship  that  mighty  being,  Eblis."  * 

As  he  said  this,  the  anger  and  grief  of  the 
young  king,  who  was  a  true  believer,  was  be- 
yond all  bounds;  and  starting  on  his  feet,  he 
drew  his  sabre,  which  was  marked  with  a  verse 
of  the  Koran,  exclaiming  at  the  same  time  with 


angels.  After  the  formation  of  man,  before  his  being  ani- 
mated with  the  divine  spirit,  he  was,  say  the  Arabians, 
left  to  dry  for  forty  years,  while  the  angels  watched  it ; 
amongst  the  others,  Eblis,  who,  "not  contented  with  look- 
ing at  it,  kicked  it  with  his  foot  till  it  rung,  and  knowing 
God  designed  that  creature  for  his  superior,  took  a  secret 
resolution  never  to  acknowledge  him  as  such."— See  Sale. 
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a  loud  voice,  '^  Foul  spirit,  in  the  name  of  Allah 
I  defy  thee  !  " 

No  sooner  had  he  pronounced  the  name  of 
God,  than  the  whole  place  shook  with  a  tremen- 
dous noise,  and  before  he  could  recover  from 
his  surprise,  all  the  bright  scenes  of  Genistan 
had  vanished  from  his  sight,  and  he  found  him- 
self standing  by  moonlight,  amongst  the  silent 
ruins  of  Istaker,  and  not  a  moment  seemed  to 
have  past  since  he  had  first  seen  the  King  of  the 
Genii.  The  moon  was  shining  clear  in  the  same 
spot  of  the  sky,  and  a  thin  white  cloud  that  had 
been  bright  with  her  splendour  when  they  set  out, 
had  not  yet  passed  over  her  disc.  The  apparel  of  the 
geni  was  the  same,  but  his  countenance  had  become 
more  beautiful  than  any  description  can  equal; 
and  looking  upon  the  young  king  with  a  smile 
of  approbation  and  applause,  he  addressed  him 
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thus :  "  Prince  Acbar,  your  virtue  has  gained  a 
victory  over  temptations  that  few  mortals  could 
resist;  I  loved  the  king,  your  father,  and  for 
that  reason  I  resolved,  that  if  I  found  his  son 
equal  to  his  virtues,  I  would  befriend  and  watch 
over  him  likewise.  You  have  stood  the  trial  to 
which  I  had  determined  to  put  you,  and  in 
future  you  may  reckon  upon  my  protection." 

But  the  head  of  the  young  king  was  too  full 
of  the  Princess  of  Persia,  to  think  of  any  thing 
else;  so  without  stopping  to  compliment  the 
King  of  the  Genii,  he  asked  what  had  become 
of  her,  and  if  she  were  safe.  To  which  the 
King  of  the  Genii  replied,  smiling  at  his 
eagerness,  "  Fear  not,  my  son,  the  princess 
is  under  my  protection,  and  I  will  have  a 
charge  of  her,  till  such  time  as  she  is  safe  back 
in   the   hands   of  her  father;    think  no  more, 
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therefore,  of  her,  but  attend  to  one  whom  I 
will  call,  and  who  shall  shew  you  how  you  may 
return  to  your  capital,  before  the  promise  you 
made  your  father  is  broken."  Saying  this,  he 
stamped  with  his  foot,  and  the  ground  imme- 
diately opened,  showing  the  head  of  an  enor- 
mous staircase,  which  descended  to  the  vaults 
beneath  the  ruins.  At  the  top  of  this  gigantic 
flight  of  steps.  Prince  Acbar  discovered  the 
nurse  of  the  Princess  of  Persia,  who  was 
waiting  with  a  lamp  t6  show  him  the  way  to 
the  caverns.  "  Follow  her,"  said  the  King  of 
the  Genii  to  him,  as  soon  as  he  saw  the  nurse, 
"  while  I  fly  to  Mount  Caucasus,*  in  order  to 

*  Commonly  called  KafF.  Of  this  vast  chain  of  moun- 
tains, very  extraordinary  ideas  have  been  formed  in  the 
East ;  it  is  supposed  to  run  completely  round  the  earth, 
and  to  be  the  limits  of  the  habitable  world.     It  is  con- 
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send  some  one  who  will  speedily  bear  you  to 
your  kingdom." 

The  wit  of  the  young  king  naturally  sug- 
gested a  fine  compliment  of  thanks  to  the  King 
of  the  Genii,  for  all  the  kindnesses  he  had 
shown  him;  but  instead  of  waiting  for  that, 
the  spirit  spread  his  rose-coloured  wings,  and 
darting  through  the  air  like  lightning,  was  out 
of  sight  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye. 

In  the  meanwhile  Prince  Acbar,  saluting  the 
nurse,  followed  her  down  the  steps,  and  passing 

sidered  also  as  totally  desolate  and  inhospitable— the  abode 
of  demons  and  spirits.  In  Persia  there  appears  a  kind 
of  glimmering  light  before  the  rise  of  the  sun,  which 
they  call  the  false  dawn,  as  daylight  does  not  immediately 
succeed,  but  the  sky  again  becomes  dark  before  the  real 
morning.  This  phenomenon  they  attribute  to  the  sun  at 
that  moment  passing  a  circular  hole  in  Kaff,  and  again  in 
its  progress  being  obscured  by  the  mountain. 
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througli  a  long  damp  hall,  supported  by  im- 
mense pillars  liewn  out  of  the  very  foundations 
of  the  earth,  they  came  to  a  vast  gate  of  can- 
kered brass,  and  the  nurse  touching  it  with  a 
talisman,  it  instantly  flew  open  with  great  vio- 
lence, and  a  noise  resembling  thunder,  owing  to 
the  rust  of  the  hinges,  which  had  not  been  moved 
for  more  than  ten  thousand  years.  This  sound 
being  echoed  through  long  vaults  and  halls  of 
an  immeasurable  extent,  seemed  for  some  time 
to  increase  instead  of  diminishing,  and  so  startled 
the  nurse  that  she  was  almost  afraid  to  go  on; 
but  the  young  king,  whom  nothing  could  daunt, 
took  the  lamp  and  led  the  way  himself  into 
an  apartment  so  large  that  ten  thousand  people 
could  have  stood  in  it  easily.  But  what  was  the 
surprise  of  Prince  Acbar,  to  observe  that,  though 
it  was  very  cold  and  damp,  it  was  all  equally 

VOL.    II.  M 
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lighted,  and  tins  he  soon  perceived  to  be  done 
by  means  of  lamps ;    which,  though  they  had 
burnt   for  so  many   years,    were  still  as  fresh 
^  and  clear  as  the  first  time  they  were  lighted. 

As  soon  as  the  young  king  had  entered,  the 
nurse  followed  immediately  after,  and  pointed 
out  a  jar  in  which  was  the  key  of  the  trea- 
sury of  Jemsheed;  and  the  prince  taking  it 
out,  they  proceeded  to  a  door  at  the  farther 
end  of  the  hall,  in  which  was  a  keyhole,  and  | 
applying  the  key  he  found  that  it  fitted  ex- 
actly. 

"Here,  my  son,"  said  the  nurse  to  the  young  ' 
king,  "it  is  permitted  for  you  to  choose  any 
three  of  those  wonderful  things,  which  the 
great  King  Jemsheed  accumulated  in  this  de- 
pository; but  as  the  moment  your  choice  is 
made,  it  must  be  fixed  for  ever,  it  is  well  that 
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you  should  consider  and  judge  witli  discretion; 
and,  accordingly,  I  will  explain  to  you  what 
the  different  treasures  are,  which  you  will  see 
as  soon  as  you  open  this  door,  and  their  various 
properties  and  uses. 

As  she  spoke  thus,  Prince  Acbar  pushed 
against  the  door,  which  presently  gave  way, 
and  he  went  in ;  but,  though  he  beheld  amaz- 
ing riches  on  every  side,  he  was  no  way  daz- 
zled, having  before  seen  the  wonders  and 
treasures  of  Genistan,  which  far  exceed  all 
that  earth  can  boast.  Accordingly,  passing  by 
great  heaps  of  gold  and  jewels  on  every  side, 
he  advanced  straight  forward  to  a  table,  on 
which  was  spread  a  table-cloth  of  white  silk, 
with  letters  of  azure  and  gold,  in  which  were 
written  the  famous  sayings  of  Jemsheed,  and 
which  Prince  x\cbar  read  with  great  attention. 

m2 
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The  first  was,  "God  has  no  partner  in  his 
wisdom ;   doubt  not,  therefore,  though  thou  uu-  ' 
derstandest  not." 

The  second,  "  Greatness  followeth  no  man, 
but  goeth  before  him,  and  he  that  is  assiduous 
shall  overtake  fortune." 

The  third  was  written,  "  Hope  is  always  as 
much  better  than  fear,  as  courage  is  superior  to 
cowardice." 

The  fourth  was  "  Seek  not  so  much  to  know 
thine  enemies  as  thy  friends ;  for  where  one  man 
has  fallen  by  foes,  a  hundred  have  been  ruined 
by  acquaintances." 

The  fifth,  "  He  that  telleth  thee  that  thou  art 
always  wrong  may  be  deceived ;  but  he  that  saith 
thou  art  always  right  is  surely  a  liar." 

The  sixth,  "  Justice  came  from  God's  wisdom, 
but  mercy  from  his  love ;  therefore,  as  thou  hast 
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not  liis  wisdom,  be  pitiful,  to  merit  liis  affec- 
tion." 

The  seventh,  "  Man  is  mixed  of  virtues  and 
of  vices ;  love  his  virtues  in  others,  but  abhor  his 
vices  in  thyself." 

The  eighth,  "  Seek  not  for  faults,  but  search 
diligently  for  beauties ;  for  the  thorns  are  easily 
found  after  the  roses  have  faded." 

In  the  centre  of  the  table  on  which  these 
sayings  were  written,  stood  a  cup,  raised  above 
every  thing  else  by  two  little  steps  of  gold.  It 
was  formed  of  one  single  precious  stone,  of  so 
vast  a  lustre,  that  the  whole  of  that  apartment 
was  lighted  by  it  alone,  without  any  other  lamp 
or  illumination;  and  this  Prince  Acbar  easily 
conceived  to  be  the  famous  ruby  *  of  Jemsheed, 

*  Giamshid,  or  Jemsheed,  the  nephew  of  Tahmurs,  or 
Tahamurs,  and  the  founder  of  Persepolis,  is  supposed  by 
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which  contains  the  elixir  of  life.  After  having 
spent  a  few  minutes  in  admiring  this,  he  turned 
to  a  sabre  which  lay  close  by,  and  which  seemed 
very  plain,  but  which,  from  its  being  there,  he 
never  doubted  to  have  some  peculiar  property 
above  other  sabres,  and  accordingly  he  demanded 
of  the  nurse,  what  it  was  that  entitled  that  sci- 
mitar to  so  conspicuous  a  place  in  the  treasury. 
"My  son,"  replied  the  old  dame,  "that  scimitar 
is,  as  you  see,  very  plain  and  simple  in  appear- 
ance ;  but  it  has  the  uncommon  quality  of  striking 
whomsoever  it  is  aimed  at,  and  cutting  through 
whatsoever  opposes  it ;  and  the  shield  which  lays 

the  Persians  to  have  invented  wine,  from  which  most  likely 
has  been  formed  the  allegory  of  his  cup,  which  they  imagine 
is  made  of  a  single  ruby  or  carbuncle,  and  in  which  the 
elixir  of  life  is  said  to  be  concealed  beneath  the  ruins  of 
Istaker. — See  Sir  J.  Malcolm.  A  number  of  the  proverbs 
of  Solomon  have  been  transferred  to  this  monarch. 
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by  it,  is  also  endued  with  theproperty  of  defending 
the  wearer  from  all  wounds  and  blows,  though 
never  so  furiously  dealt. 

Prince  Acbar  next  admired  a  ring  which 
was  close  by,  and  possessed  uncommon  beauty. 
'^  That,  my  son,"  said  the  nurse,  "  is  the  won- 
derful ring  of  Jemsheed,  which  makes  whoever 
wears  it  the  most  handsome  in  the  world,  as  that 
king  was  during  his  reign ;  and  that  casket  which 
is  near  is  always  full  of  precious  stones,  let 
never  so  many  be  taken  out."  * 

At  this  moment,  a  belt  caught  Prince  Acbar 's 
eye,  the  use  of  which  he  desired  to  know,  never 
doubting  that  it  was  something  extraordinary; 
nor  was  he  deceived ;  for  the  nurse  soon  informed 
him,  that  whoever  wore  that  would  always  know 
his  friends  from  his  enemies ;  and  after  having 
explained  to  him  the  use  and  qualities  of  all 
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other  things  which  lay  on  the  table,  and  which 
were  all  very  surprising,  she  desired  to  know  his 
choice.  "Why  truly,  mother,"  replied  he,  "there 
are  so  many  things  here  worthy  of  being  pos- 
sessed, that  I  have  some  difficulty;  but  in  the 
jfirst  place,  as  my  kingdom  is  filled  with  enemies, 
I  will  choose  the  belt,  that  I  may  know  them;" 
and  accordingly  he  put  it  on.  "  In  the  next  place," 
says  he,  "I  will  take  this  shield  to  defend  me 
from  their  attacks ;  and  lastly,  the  sabre  to  pu- 
nkh  them,  as  they  deserve;"  and  as  he  spoke  he 
took  them  from  the  table.  "  My  son,"  says  the 
nurse,  "  you  have  done  very  wisely ;  but  though 
I  do  not  wonder  at  your  neglecting  to  take  the 
casket,  the  ring,  or  any  other  of  the  treasures, 
which  are  beneath  the  conceit  of  a  wise  man,  yet 
I  must  confess  that  I  admire  very  much  at  your 
not  taking  the  elixir  of  life,  which  would  have 


TRAVELS  OF  PRINCE  ACBAR.      169 

secured  you  against  the  calamity  of  dying,  as  well 
as  against  all  the  miseries  of  sickness  and  disease." 

"  My  good  mother,"  replied  the  young  king, 
"  what  you  say  is  very  true ;  but  he  who  had  it 
died ;  and  even  though  I  should  never  have  had 
the  calamity  of  dying,  yet  I  should  never  have 
had  to  taste  the  delights  which  are  promised  to 
the  faithful  in  another  world;  and  who  would 
place  all  their  hopes  here,  or  exchange  the  plea- 
sures of  earth  for  the  glories  of  paradise?" 

"  My  son,"  cried  the  old  lady,  embraciag 
him,  ''  I  was  forbidden  to  tell  you,  but  this 
was  the  last  trial  to  which  you  were  doomed. 
You  have  surmounted  it,  and  nothing  but 
happiness  will  await  you  in  future.  Let  us  now 
leave  these  vaults.  You  return  to  your  kingdom, 
conquer  your  enemies,  and  then  claim  your 
princess,  who  is  under  the  immediate  protection 
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of  the  King  of  the  Genii,  who,  while  you 
were  making  your  escape  from  the  palace,  caused 
a  geni  to  come  to  my  assistance  and  carry  me 
to  this  place." 

Having  said  this,  she  led  the  way,  and 
Prince  Acbar  following,  they  left  the  cavern, 
the  door  of  which,  as  soon  as  they  had  passed, 
rolled  to  with  a  tremendous  noise,  and  the  earth 
closing  over  the  aperture  of  the  stairs,  has  since 
hidden  the  descent  from  every  other  mortal. 

When  they  had  gazed  about  for  a  few  minutes. 
Prince  Acbar  perceived  a  great  body  flying 
towards  them  in  the  air,  which  was  so  large 
as  to  completely  hide  the  moon,  and  great  part 
of  the  sky.  No  sooner  did  the  nurse  perceive 
this,  than  she  exclaimed,  that  it  was  the  Si- 
mourg,*  which  is  an  immortal  bird  that  lives 

*  This  bird  is  a  sort  of  pbcenix,  without  being  subject, 
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upon  Mount  Caucasus,  and  which,  not  only 
from  its  size,  which  is  prodigious,  but  also  from 
its  arms,  is  far  superior  to  every  other  created 
being;  and  at  the  same  time  that  it  possesses 
the  faculties  of  a  man,  it  has  the  power  and 
knowledge  of  a  geni,  and  is  also  very  humane 
and  generous,  assisting  those  that  are  virtuous 
and  in  distress.  Prince  Acbar  easily  conceived 
that  it  was  sent  by  the  King  of  the  Genii; 
and  accordingly,  no  sooner  had  it  touched  the 
ground,  than  he  addressed  the  Simourg.  "  King 
of  birds,"  said  he,  "  and  most  wonderful  of  all 

however,  to  its  occasional  decay  and  regeneration,  as  it  is 
supposed  to  hare  lired  on  Mount  Caucasus  for  seven  thou- 
sand years.  It  is  endowed  with  the  most  mighty  powers, 
and  understands  all  languages.  It  wages  continual  war 
with  all  evil  spirits,  and  supports  mankind  against  their 
attacts.  Mention  is  made  of  it  in  most  Persian  authors, 
and  generally  with  a  serious  belief  of  its  existence. 
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creatures,  if,  as  I  hope,  that  your  visit  is  to  me, 
show  me  how  I  may  best  gain  your  favour,  and 
return  you  my  thanks  for  your  condescension." 
"  King,"  said  the  Simourg,  who  was  very 
plain  in  its  speech,  "  I  am  come  to  serve  you, 
neither  to  be  thanked  nor  complimented;  but 
if,  as  you  say,  you  would  obtain  my  favour,  and 
repay  my  condescension,  deserve  the  one  and 
do  not  abuse  the  other.  But  in  the  meantime,' 
as  my  friend,  the  King  of  the  Genii  desires  it, 
and  I  know  you  to  be  yet  virtuous  and  good, 
get  up  on  my  back,*  and  I  will  destroy  your 
enemies  before  they  can  open  their  lips." 

*  This  was  by  no  means  an  unusual  thing  with  the 
Simourg-,  who  was  very  complacent  in  accommodating  its 
favourite  heroes  with  a  seat  on  its  hack.  In  this  way  it 
carried  Tahamurs,  the  celebrated  Persian  conqueror, 
(uncle  to  Jemsheed),  over  the  Black  Desert,  to  Mount 
Caucasus,  and  bestowed  upon  him  many  other  favours. 
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The  young  king  at  first  made  some  scruple 
cis  to  shewing  the  bird  such  a  want  of  respect  as 
to  treat  him  like  a  horse;  but  the  Simourg, 
telling  him,  somewhat  sharply,  to  do  as  he  was 
bid,  he  at  length  complied;  and  having  seated 
himself  among  the  feathers  on  his  back,  which 
was  large  enough  for  a  dozen,  the  bird  in- 
stantly spread  his  immeasurable  wings,  and 
began  flying  with  all  speed  towards  Prince 
Acbar's  dominions.  Having  crossed  the  river 
Sinde,  and  flown  across  a  great  part  of  the  vast 
and  fertile  continent  of  India,  by  the  time  morn- 
ing broke  they  found  themselves  in  that  part 
of  the  sky  which  is  over  the  kingdom  of  Bengal, 
and  presently  after  they  arrived  upon  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  young  king's  own  dominions,  which 
he  immediately  recognised.  After  the  Simourg 
had  flown  on  for  a  minute  or  two  more,  Prince 
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Acbar,  who  kept  looking  down,  very  plainly 
saw  two  great  armies  engaged  in  battle ;  and 
the  bird,  who,  as  before  said,  had  the  knowledge 
of  a  geni,  turning  back  his  neck,  informed  the 
prince,  that  the  one  army  was  conducted  by 
the  rebel  vizier,  and  Mahmood  his  old  gover- 
nor ;  and  that  the  other  contained  the  troops  of 
the  Queen  of  Afghaunistan,  sister  to  the  Prin- 
cess of  Persia,  who,  hearing  that  his  subjects 
had  rebelled,  assembled  an  army  with  great 
speed,  and  putting  herself  at  its  head,  had  set 
out  in  person  to  assist  the  queen,  his  mother. 

The  young  king,  who  was  very  grateful  for 
this  kindness,  was,  as  may  be  expected,  im- 
patient to  join  the  queen's  army  against  the 
rebels.  But,  on  the  contrary,  the  Simourg 
seemed  rather  inclined  to  watch  the  *  progress 

*  The  Simourg  was  invulnerable  in   all  battles,  and 
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of  tlie  battle ;  and,  therefore,  kept  hovering  at 
a  great  height,  so  that  both  armies  took  it  for 
a  cloud,  while  Prince  Acbar  began  to  be  very 
anxious,  and  kept  watching  the  affair  with 
great  eagerness.  At  length,  however,  though 
the  troops  of  the  queen  fought  with  amazing 
courage,  and  that  princess  commanded  them 
in  person,  the  superior  force  of  the  rebels 
began  to  prevail,  and  her  army  was  seen  to  get 
into  some  confusion';  whereupon  the  Simourg 
instantly  began  to  descend  to  the  battle,  and 
both  hosts  perceiving  that  what  they  had  taken 
for  a  cloud  was  an  immense  living  creature,  they 
stood  still  with  astonishment.  But  no  sooner  did 
they  see  Prince  Acbar  sitting  on  the  back  of  the 

those  whom  it  protected  were  assured  of  conquest;  but, 
though  it  had  the  power  of  annihilating  its  enemies,  yet  it 
seems  to  have  been  very  cautious  in  exerting  it. 
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Simourg  with  the  scimitar  of  Jemsheed  in  his 
hand,  than  each  army  gave  a  shout,  the  one  with 
wonder  and  surprise,  the  other,  who  knew  the 
king,  with  terror  and  dismay.  But  without  staying 
for  anything,  the  courageous  bird,  setting  up  a 
great  cry,  instantly  attacked  the  rebel  army ; 
which,  knowing  that  no  mercy  would  be  shewn, 
fought  out  of  despair.  It  was  all  in  vain,  however, 
for  both  spears  and  arrows  turned  aside  from  the 
feathers  of  the  Simourg,  who  at  every  stroke  of 
his  wing  swept  dowm  whole  troops,  none  of  which  \ 
ever  rose  again;  and  the  vizier,  seeing  his  whole 
army  thus  falling  without  being  able  to  offer 
any  resistance,  became  of  a  sudden  so  dread- 
fully frightened,  that  he  turned  his  horse  and 
would  have  left  the  field.  But  flight  would  not 
save  him,  for  in  an  instant  the  Simourg  over- 
took  him  and  Mahmood,   who  were   together, 


TRAVELS    OF    PRINCE    ACBAR.  177 

and  Prince  Acbar,  stretching-  forth  his  hand,  cut 
off  the  vizier's  head  at  one  blow ;  and  then 
turning  to  his  perfidious  governor,  he  cleft  him 
straight  down  the  middle,  so  that  one  half  fell 
on  one  side  of  his  horse,  and  the  other  on  the 
other.  This  being  done,  the  Simourg  looked 
round,  and  perceiving  that  all  the  rebels  were 
either  killed  or  scattered  about,  and  completely 
defeated,  he  flew  straight  to  that  part  of  the 
queen's  army  where  she  was  in  person;  and 
alighting  on  the  ground  with  a  tremendous 
noise,  he  suffered  Prince  Acbar  to  get  off  his 
back,  which  the  young  king  had  no  sooner  done, 
than,  without  waiting  for  any  thanks  or  com- 
pliments, the  bird  again  spread  his  vast  wings, 
and  soon  was  out  of  sight,  diminishing  as  he 
went,  till  at  last  he  appeared  no  bigger  than  a 
lark  to  the  wondering  eyes  of  the  beholders. 

VOL.  II.  N 
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When  the  Simourg  was  gone,  Prince  Acbar 
made  haste  to  the  Queen  of  Afghaunistan,  to 
thank  her  for  her  very  timely  aid,  and  her 
warmth  in  his  cause ;  to  which  she  replied 
by  complimenting  him  on  the  defeat  of  the 
rebels,  and  a  great  many  inquiries  concerning 
the  Simourg  and  his  adventures.  But  the  young 
king  was  prevented  satisfying  her  at  that  time, 
by  the  queen,  his  mother,  who  was  quite  over- 
joyed to  see  him,  and  embraced  him  a  thousand 
times;  after  which,  the  army  marched  on  to 
the  capital  city,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were 
very  glad  to  see  their  natural  king  restored  and 
also  so  wonderfully  victorious.  Accordingly  they 
lighted  great  fires,  and  decorated  their  houses 
with  fine  silks  and  carpets;  and  the  whole  town 
was  illuminated;  while  every  one  gave  them- 
selves up  to  mirth  and  satisfaction. 
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In  the  meanwhile.  Prince  Acbar  and  his 
mother  entertained  the  young  Queen  of  Af- 
ghaunistan  very  sumptuously;  and  after  the 
feasts  and  concerts  were  over,  the  king  gave 
them  an  account  of  his  adventures,  for  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  the  old  queen,  beginning  with  his 
first  journey  in  the  flying  chariot. 

The  Princess  of  Persians  sister  was,  as  may 
be  supposed,  very  much  surprised  and  grieved 
to  hear  that  her  father's  kingdom  was  also  in 
a  state  of  rebellion ;  but  being  a  very  cou- 
rageous woman,  she  proposed  to  lead  her  army 
immediately  into  Persia;  and  Prince  Acbar 
desired  her  to  wait  a  little,  till  such  time  as  he 
could  bring  an  army  and  assist  her,  as  the 
promise  his  father  had  required  excepted  head- 
ing his  own  troops,  which  every  good  king 
ought  to  do.  However,  notwithstanding  all 
N  2 
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he  could  say,  the  queen  was  bent  upon  going; 
and  accordingly,  next  morning,  she  began  her 
march,  and  in  a  few  days  Prince  Acbar  fol- 
lowed, having  collected  all  his  guards  and  the 
old  soldiers  of  his  father,  who  were  very  wil- 
ling to  serve  him ;  and  making  quick  marches, 
they  overtook  the  queen  before  she  had  arrived 
at  the  frontiers  of  Persia.  That  princess  was 
doubtless  very  well  satisfied  with  so  seasonable 
a  reinforcement;  and  it  being  more  fit  for  a 
man  to  command  an  army  than  a  lady,  she 
appointed  Prince  Acbar  to  act  as  general  over 
her  troops,  as  well  as  his  own,  a  thing  which 
very  much  pleased  the  young  king,  as  he  hoped 
by  this  means  to  deserve  the  princess  in  the 
eyes  of  the  King  of  Persia.  Accordingly, 
putting  himself  at  the  head  of  the  army,  he 
marched  with  great  expedition  into  Persia,  and 
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came  unexpectedly  upon  the  rebels,  when  they 
were  beseiging  the  king  in  the  fine  city  of 
Ispahan,  which  was  fortified  for  the  occasion.  * 

No  sooner  did  the  prince  perceive  the  enemy, 
than,  putting  on  the  shield  and  grasping  the 
sword  of  Jernsheed,  he  flew  to  lead  on  and  en- 
courage the  soldiers;  and  soon  commenced  an 
attack  upon  the  rebels,  without  giving  them 
time  to  recover  from  their  first  surprise ;  which, 
together  with  the  courage  and  vehemence  of 
the  young  king,  and  the  good  order  of  his 
troops,  soon  threw  them  into  confusion,  so  that 
they  were  readily  defeated,  and  began  to  fly  on 
all  sides.     The  King  of  Persia,  who  very  little 

*  The  walls  of  this  city  have  since  been  destroyed  by 
the  Afghauns,  who  desolated  great  part  of  Persia,  leaving 
destruction  behind  them  wheresoever  they  came.  See 
Kintieir^s  Persian  Empire. 
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expected  such  a  relief,  and  who  had  only  just 
sufficient  men  to  defend  the  town,  stood  very 
anxiously  on  the  walls,  from  whence  he  could 
well  distinguish  the  actions  of  the  battle; 
and  perceiving  Prince  Acbar  the  foremost  in 
all  parts  of  the  field,  he  naturally  conceived 
him  to  be  some  one  of  the  neighbouring 
princes,  who,  hearing  of  his  misfortune,  had 
come  to  succour  him.  No  sooner  did  he 
see  that  the  enemy  was  routed,  than  he  des- 
cended to  the  gate,  and  approaching  the  young 
king,  he  embraced  him  with  the  greatest  affec- 
tion ;  but  his  surprise  and  joy  were  greatly 
increased  on  hearing  that  his  eldest  daughter 
was  in  the  camp ;  and  desiring  immediately  to 
see  her,  a  very  moving  scene  took  place  be- 
tween the  young  queen  and  her  father.  After 
which  she  told  him  Prince  Acbar's  history,  and 
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all  three  were  very  much  rejoiced  at  tile  defeat 
of  the  rebels ;  yet  they  felt  greatly  concerned 
on  account  of  the  Princess  of  Persia,  of  whom 
no  tidings  could  be  obtained.       {^rrfofrn- 

"Alas!  my  son,"  cried  the  King  of  Persia, 
"  how  willingly  would  I  have  united  my  daughter 
to  a  prince  such  as  you  are,  but  I  greatly  fear  that 
she  is  lost  both  to  you  and  me,  and  that  we  shall 
never  see  her  more.  However,  God  is  good;"  and 
with  this  pious  exclamation,  which  showed  his 
resignation,  he  led  the  young  king  and  the  Queen 
of  Afghaunistan  to  the  palace  in  the  city,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  being  the  most  delicate 
people  in  the  word,  refrained  from  all  rejoicing 
on  account  of  the  king's  suspense  respecting 
the  princess. 

Notwithstanding  his  grief,  the  King  of  Per- 
sia was  resolved  to  treat  the   noble   strangers 
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with  all  possible  signs  of  respect  and  courtesy  : 
and  he  therefore  ordered  a  noble  banquet  to  be 
prepared;  which  being  served,  the  King  of  Per- 
sia complimented  Prince  Acbar  to  the  upper 
seat  next  to  the  young  Queen  of  Afghaunistan  ; 
and  there  being  only  three  of  them,  and  four 
cushions  for  them  to  sit  on,  he  proposed  to  call 
his  grand  vizier  to  the  honour  of  eating  with 
them,  if  the  young  king  did  not  object.  But 
just  at  that  minute  the  door  of  the  hall  opened, 
and  the  princess's  nurse  entered ;  and,  coming 
opposite  the  king,  she  made  her  obeisance  with- 
out speaking;  then,  taking  the  fourth  cushion 
out  of  the  way,  she  stamped  with  her  foot, 
when  immediately  the  earth  opened,  and  a  sofa 
rose  up  in  the  place,  on  which  lay  the  lovely 
Princess  of  Persia,  still  wrapped  up  in  Prince 
Acbar's  shawl,  and  fast  asleep,  as  he  left  her. 
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But  no  spoiler  had  the  ground  closed,  than  she 
opened  her  eyes,  and  began  to  look  round  her 
with  joy  and  surprise,  as  if  she  had  just  awoke 
from  a  troublesome  dream.  As  soon  as  she  was 
somewhat  come  to  herself,  she  expressed  her 
joy  to  find  herself  in  that  place,  and  told 
them  that  she  recollected  nothing  else  than 
Prince  Acbar  carrying  her  away  from  the 
rebels,  and  had  slept  on  ever  since,  while  her 
blushes  betrayed  how  glad  she  was  to  see  him 
there.  .  h*^r-^1ir^-  rr^rin  i 

For  his  part,  Prince  Acbar  was  all  impa- 
tience ;  and  he  begged  of  the  King  of  Persia, 
as  a  reward  for  what  he  had  done  to  serve  him, 
to  give  his  consent  to  their  immediate  union. 
To  this  the  king  made  no  objection;  and  the 
princess  shewing,  by  her  silence  and  confusion, 
that  she   had  no   reluctance,  the   chief  judge 
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was  sent  for,  who  drew  out  the  contract*  of 
marriage  immediately,  and  the  nuptials  of 
Prince  Acbar  and  the  Princess  of  Persia  were 
celebrated  that  very  night. 

As  soon  as  decency  would  permit  after  this 
marriage,  the  prince  took  leave  of  his  father- 
in-law,  the  King  of  Persia,  and  returned  with 
his  queen  to  his  own  country,  where,  out  of 
respect  and  affection  to  his  dear  princess,  he 
never  took  another  wife. 

After  having  reigned  above  fifty  years,  and 
enacted  a  great  many  wise  laws.  King  Acbar 
fell  into  a  quick  disease,  which  carried  him  off 
in  two  days ;  and  the  queen,  who  by  this  time 
was  well  stricken  in  years,  took  the  loss  of  her 

»  Marriage,  according  to  the  Mahommedan  code,  is 
merely  a  civil  contract ;  and  the  presence  of  any  minister 
of  religion  is  altogether  superfluous. 
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liusbaiid  so  much  to  heart,  that  she  did  long 
survive  him.  Nor  did  she  wish  to  live  longer, 
being  equally,  by  old  age,  satisfied  with  this 
world,   and  by  a  good  life   prepared   for   the 

next.*  '^^*^  ;^^rrrToq  hlnoir  y^fT^'>.'>b  ^c  aooB  8 A 
— ■ ______ n^^f  f'^-i'i'' 

*  It  is  a  very  prevalent  opinion,  that  Mahomniedans 
look  upon  women  as  without  souls :  hut  this  notion  has 
heen  elsewhere  fully  refuted. 

A  jBWfii  S8fw  ifnera  ;tje'?'' 
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In  a  certain  city  of  great  Tartary  reigned  a 
king,  who  in  his  day  had  acquired  a  great  name, 
as  well  for  his  skill  in  war,  as  for  his  modera- 
tion and  justice  in  the  civil  government  of  his 
kingdom;  and  finding  himself  growing  old,  with- 
out children  or  relations,  he  said  to  himself — 
"  For  what  have  I  laboured;  and  wherefore  do  I 
yet  make  my  life  a  day  of  toil,  when  no  one 
will  be  benefited  by  my  exertions,  or  reap  the 
fruit  of  my  anxiety  and  sufi'ering?  I  have  no 
children  of  my  own — and  what  king  has  friends  ? 
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I  will  therefore  seek  some  one  that  I  may  love, 
and  grow  old  in  the  hope  of  their  happiness." 

With  this  thought  he  one  day  separated  him- 
self from  his  court,  and  all  those  that  were 
rouud  about  him,  while  they  were  hunting, 
and  turning  his  horse  into  a  by-way,  rode  on 
in  search  of  something  that  might  contribute  to 
his  happiness.  Now  nothing  on  earth  could 
be  more  barren  or  disagreeable  than  the  place 
where  the  king  had  been  hunting,  so  as  he  rode 
along  he  thought  he  had  chosen  a  lucky  hour, 
for  presently  the  prospect  began  to  have  a  more 
agreeable  aspect.  Instead  of  the  sands  and 
rocks  that  he  had  before  beheld,  soft  valleys  full 
of  flowers,  and  verdant  woods  that  afforded  a 
pleasant  shade,  were  exposed  to  his  sight. 
In  short  every  thing  was  calculated  to  in- 
spire content,  and  that  pleasure  which  is  felt 
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when  the  sunshine  of  the  scene  seems  to  enter 
into  the  soul,  and  the  song  of  the  birds  puts 
the  heart  in  harmony  with  the  concert  of 
nature. 

All  this  pleased  the  king  very  much,  and 
looking  about,  he  saw  at  a  little  distance  before 
him  such  a  house  as  the  poorer  sort  of  people 
dwell  in,  though  there  was  withal  an  air  of 
neatness  and  delicacy,  which  made  the  monarch 
fancy  that  the  persons  who  inhabited  it  were  of 
some  taste  and  wit,  although  unencumbered  with 
riches.  But  presently  he  heard  a  loud  noise, 
and  his  horse  all  began  to  shake  with  fear,  and 
broke  out  into  a  sweat  as  horses  do  when  they 
are  near  a  wild  beast ;  and  what  was  the  king's 
astonishment,  on  coming  a  little  nearer,  to 
behold  two  monstrous  lions  fighting  for  a  child 
that  was  lying  between  them,  and  so  busily 
VOL.  ir.  o 
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engaged  in  the  battle  that  neither  of  them  took 
notice  of  him,  though  he  was  close  by. 

Now  the  king  was  the  most  humane  man  in 
the  world,  and  seeing  the  child  lying  there,  he 
bethought  himself  how  he  might  save  it  from 
those  two  ferocious  beasts;  so  perceiving  that 
one  lion  was  stronger  than  the  other,  and  ready 
to  devour  its  enemy,  who  was  half  dead  from  the 
wounds  it  had  got,  the  king  got  down  from  his 
horse,  which  would  not  go  near  them  for  fear,  and 
going  up  to  the  lion  which  was  the  strongest,  he 
gave  it  a  terrible  cut  with  his  scimitar.  But  he 
had  no  sooner  struck  it  than,  to  his  great  sur- 
prise, it  changed  into  an  eagle  and  flew  away ; 
while,  in  a  minute  after,  the  other  became  a 
woman  of  dazzling  beauty,  but  terribly  wounded 
through  the  fight  she  had  just  had.  No  sooner 
had  she  taken  her  natural  shape,  than  running 
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up  to  the  child,  she  kissed  and  embraced  it  a 
thousand  times;  and  taking  a  wonderful  talisman 
she  had  round  her  neck,  she  hung  it  about  that 
of  the  child,  who  cried  very  bitterly,  without 
knowing  what  was  the  matter. 

As  soon  as  the  lady  had  done  this,  she  went 
up  to  the  king,  and  casting  herself  at  his  feet, 
"  My  lord,"  said  she,  "  although  you  came  too 
late  to  save  my  life,  which  I  feel  to  be  going 
very  fast,  yet  I  have  to  thank  you  for  preserving 
my  child,  which  that  little  girl  is.  I  must  tell 
you,  therefore,  while  I  have  yet  breath  to  speak, 
that  I  am  the  widow  of  a  great  magician,  who 
was  a  powerful  enemy  to  all  orders  of  evil  spirits; 
and  perceiving  before  his  death  that  our  daughter 
would  one  time  be  in  great  danger  from  the 
dives,  he  interested  a  certain  fairy  called  Alkadin 
to  bestow  upon  her  this  talisman,  which  I  went 
o  2 
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to  receive  this  morning,  my  husband  being  lately- 
dead.  No  sooner  had  I  received  it  from  the 
fairy,  than  I  knew  by  the  power  of  astrology 
that  some  evil  was  likely  to  befal  the  child,  and 
getting  back  as  fast  as  I  could,  I  found  that  dive 
whom  you  have  just  now  wounded  ready  to 
carry  her  away.  As  soon  as  he  saw  me  he  took 
the  shape  of  a  lion,  and  came  roaring  towards 
me,  but  taking  a  similar  shape,  I  resolved  to 
defend  my  child  with  my  life,  which  indeed  it 
has  cost  me.  But  now,  in  the  name  of  God,  as 
you  have  done  one  good  action,  add  another  to 
it,  and  protect  the  child  you  have  saved  from 
death,  and  if  you  promise  to  do  this,  I  shall  die 
contented."  The  king,  who  wished  nothing 
better,  readily  told  the  magician's  widow  that 
he  would  not  only  protect  the  child,  but  adopt  it 
as  his  own;   at  which  she  expressed  the  most 
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lively  joy;  and  having  told  the  monarch  that  as 
long  as  the  girl  kept  that  talisman  the  dives  had 
no  power  over  her,  but  the  moment  that  she  lost 
it  she  would  fall  into  their  hands,  the  widow  of 
the  magician  fell  down  at  the  king's  feet,  and  in 
spite  of  all  he  could  do  to  bring  her  to  herself, 
she  never  spoke  again,  but  her  spirit  departed  to 
the  world  of  emptiness. 

As  soon  as  the  king  found  that  she  was  quite 
dead,  he  took  up  the  child  in  his  arms,  and 
getting  on  horseback,  set  out  again  for  his 
capital,  which  he  had  some  difficulty  in  finding, 
having  gone  a  great  deal  out  of  the  way. 

However,  when  he  got  home  to  his  palace, 
all  his  courtiers  and  attendants  were  very  much 
surprised,  and  opened  their  eyes  very  wide  to 
see  the  king  come  home  with  a  child  in  his  arms, 
which,  when  they  came  to  look  at  it,  was  found 
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to  be  more  beautiful  than  the  light  of  the  moon, 
from  which  she  was  called  Margha.  As  soon 
as  the  king  had  got  into  the  palace,  he  went  to 
look  at  the  talisman  wliich  was  round  the  child's 
neck,  but  he  was  very  much  surprised  to  find, 
although  he  could  see  the  gold  chain  by  which 
it  was  hung,  that  the  gem  itself  was  invisible, 
and  not  to  be  seen,  though  at  the  same  time  he 
could  feel  it  by  the  touch,  by  which  means  he 
perceived  that  it  was  near  about  the  size  of  a 
date  stone,  and  very  smooth.  All  this  threw 
him  into  such  surprise  and  astonishment,  that 
setting  down  the  little  Margha  on  the  sofa,  she 
being  asleep,  he  continued  to  gaze  upon  her 
without  so  much  as  speaking  a  word,  during  the 
space  of  three  hours,  while  all  the  courtiers  kept 
silence  out  of  respect  to  the  king.  At  the  end 
of  that  time,  everybody  was  surprised  to  behold 
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the  talisman,  which  had  before  been  invisible, 
begin  to  appear  at  first  dull  and  obscure,  but 
afterwards  it  grew  so  bright,  that  no  one  could 
keep  their  eyes  upon  it ;  it  being  a  pure  and 
genuine  carbuncle,  which  is  supposed  to  be  the 
essence  of  fire.  ';^nodiii^ 

Very  soon  after  this  wonderful  event,  the 
child,  who  had  continued  so  long  asleep,  opened 
her  eyes,  which  were  more  beautiful  than  stars, 
and  stretching  out  her  arms  towards  the  king 
embraced  him  as  if  he  was  her  father;  which 
action  so  much  delighted  him,  that  he  swore  by 
the  memory  of  his  ancestors  that  he  would  love 
her  as  long  as  he  lived,  and  that  none  should 
ever  rob  her  of  his  aifection  ;  after  this,  the  talis- 
man continued  to  be  visible  for  six  hours,  when 
it  was  lost  again  to  the  sight,  and  was  not  seen 
till  the  next  night,  at  the  same  time. 
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This  happened  every  day,  till  at  length  it  was 
little  noticed,  and  all  but  the  king  forgot  it.  In 
the  meanwhile,  the  young  lady  grew  up  with  all 
sorts  of  graces  and  accomplishments,  her  beauty 
increasing  every  day  until  there  was  none  at  all 
equal  to  her  in  the  world.  Now  the  king,  who 
watched  the  progress  of  her  life  with  a  great 
deal  of  delight,  when  he  found  that  she  was 
come  to  an  age  to  understand  and  profit  by  the 
recital  of  her  history,  did  not  fail  to  let  her  know 
how  he  had  first  found  her,  and  also  to  warn  her 
not  to  part  with  the  talisman  to  any  one  that 
might  desire  her  so  to  do,  for  that  if  she  did, 
some  accident  would  infallibly  befal  her ;  and  at 
the  same  time  he  acknowledged  her  for  his  heir 
and  successor,  and  bestowed  many  other  favours 
upon  her ;  which  she  received  in  such  a  way  as 
sufficiently  shewed  her   gratitude,   and  indeed 
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she  loved  him  with  all  the  affection  of  a  daughter. 
Now  the  princess,  for  so  we  must  call  her,  was 
one  day  walking  in  the  gardens  of  the  palace, 
when  suddenly  an  old  woman,  of  a  comely 
aspect,  presented  herself  before  her,  and  saluted 
her  with  a  great  deal  of  respect.  "  The  world," 
said  she,  "  is  a  place  of  sorrow ;  why  should  one 
wish  to  live  in  a  place  of  pain?"  "  My  good 
mother,"  replied  the  princess,  "  you  seem  to  be 
in  an  unhappy  state,  which  makes  you  complain 
so  of  this  life,  which  truly  I  find  to  be  a  very 
happy  one." 

"  Ah  1  my  princess,"  rejoined  the  old  woman, 
"  you  would  find  it  wretched  too,  if  you  had  a 
pain  that  consumes  your  heart,  such  as  1  have, 
and  which  there  is  nothing  on  the  earth  can 
cure,  except  I  can  find  a  certain  talisman,  which 
is  a  carbuncle,  and  which  being  hung  round  my 
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neck,  even  for  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  will 
make  me  happy  and  well  for  the  rest  of  my 
life."  •'^ffot'^i*?  fTprriow  hlo  sHt  y 

"  Why,"  said  the  princess,  "you  must  know 
that  the  talisman  I  have  round  my  neck  is  of  a 
carbuncle,  as  you  say,  but,  nevertheless,  it  can- 
not be  of  any  use  to  you,  for  I  am  forbidden  to 
part  with  it  even  for  a  moment."  "  What," 
cried  the  old  woman,  "  do  you  profess  the  true 
faith,  and  refuse  to  do  such  a  piece  of  charity  as 
I  desire  ?  Beware  how  you  make  me  adjure  you 
by  the  name  of  God,  which  you  dare  not  neg- 
lect; but  if  you  consent  to  lend  it  me,  I  will 
return  it  to  you,  as  I  said,  in  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye ;"  and  thereupon  the  old  woman  began  to 
weep,  which  melted  the  heart  of  the  princess, 
who  was  the  most  feeling  person  in  the  world. 
"  Well,"  said  she,  loosing  the   chain  from  her 
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neck,  "  since  you  so  much  desire  it,  you  shall 
have  it;  but  return  it  directly."  Immedi- 
ately the  old  woman  stretched  out  her  hand  to 
snatch  it,  but  then  there  came  a  tremendous 
noise  under  the  ground,  which  made  the  princess 
draw  it  back  again,  and  remember  the  warning 
of  the  king.  "  Swear  to  me,"  said  she,  "  by  the 
most  merciful  Allah,  that  you  will  return  it 
instantly,  and  I  will  give  it  you."  No  sooner 
had  she  said  this  than  the  pretended  old  woman 
suddenly  took  her  natural  form  of  a  horrible 
dive,  and  wdtli  a  loud  scream  flew  away,  leaving 
the  princess  in  great  astonishment. 

Now,  though  the  princess  was  no  more  than 
twelve  years  of  age  when  this  happened,  yet  she 
saw  very  well  the  danger  into  which  she  had  so 
near  fallen,  and  resolved  very  steadfastly  to  be 
more  careful  in  future.     As  she  grew  up,  she 
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every  day  grew  more  beautiful  and  accomplished, 
but  though  the  King  of  Tartary  took  immense 
pleasure  to  see  her  turn  out  the  finest  and  most 
charming  woman  that  had  ever  been  seen,  yet 
that  which  made  him  love  her  most  was  her 
amiable  and  affectionate  disposition,  and  the  noble 
qualities  of  her  heart,  which  was  even  more 
beautiful  than  her  person. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  dives  and  afrits,  and  all 
sorts  of  evil  spirits  and  genii,  were  mad  with 
rage  that  they  could  not  take  the  talisman  from 
her,  w^hich  would  have  given  her  into  their 
hands ;  and  as  the  wit  of  a  great  many  is  better 
than  the  wit  of  any  one,  they  called  a  great 
council  together,  to  devise  some  means  of  taking 
from  her  the  jewel  which  gave  her  safety, 
knowing  very  well  that  if  she  could  keep  it  till 
she  was  twenty  years  of  age,  their  power  over 
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her  would  be  at  an  end  for  ever.  Now,  as  the 
sages  of  antiquity  have  said,  there  is  a  certain 
mountain  beyond  the  limits  of  the  habitable 
earth,  whose  outer  surface  is  always  covered 
with  snow,  but  whose  inside  is  hollowed  out  by 
fire,  which  constantly  flames  out  at  the  top,  and 
also  comes  out  in  great  seas  of  fire,  which,  rolling 
down  amongst  the  snow,  cause  a  tremendous 
roaring  more  loud  than  thunder.  Now  as  this 
was  a  fit  place  for  the  meeting  of  these  evil 
beings,  they  flew  there  in  great  numbers,  and 
those  who  had  never  been  there  before  were 
very  much  surprised  and  astonished,  as  well  as 
delighted,  to  see  a  place  every  way  so  horrible. 
The  first  thing  they  did  was  to  enter  a  cavern  at 
the  foot  of  the  mountain,  so  vast  that  even  the 
dives  could  not  see  the  top  of  it,  and  scarcely 
ten  cubits  in,  it  was  as  dark  as  night ;  however. 
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about  a  hundred  cubits  farther,  the  light  of  the 
internal  fire  began  to  glimmer  through  the 
gloom,  and  the  roaring  of  the  flames  was  heard 
echoing  through  the  caves;  and  after  travelling 
on  for  half  an  hour  more,  they  came  into  the 
great  hollow  of  the  mountain,  which  was  a  thou- 
sand cubits  broad,  and  a  thousand  cubits  high, 
and  all  arched  over  with  fire,  in  the  shape  of  a 
perfect  dome ;  and  in  the  centre  of  this  stupen- 
dous hall  rose  the  monstrous  fountain  of  flame, 
which  spouting  up  to  the  height  of  five  hundred 
cubits,  fell  again  in  burning  drops  into  a  bason 
of  red  hot  adamant.  No  sooner  did  the  dives 
and  afrits  behold  this,  than  they  all  fell  down 
round  the  fountain,  and  began  worshipping 
Eblis  and  the  spirits  of  fire,  and  shouting  after 
their  fashion,  which  made  the  dome  of  fire  above 
them,  and  all  the  caverns  round  about,  echo  out 
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such  screams  and  shrieks  as  are  only  heard  amongst 
the  torments  of  the  damned ;  and  at  the  same 
time  the  fountain  itself  turned  of  a  pale  blue 
colour,  and  rose  an  hundred  cubits  higher,  which 
made  the  light  more  horrible  than  before,  while 
large  flakes  of  fire  came  floating  in  showers 
down  from  over  head,  and  two  or  three  cataracts 
of  flame  burst  forth  from  the  sides,  and  flowed 
into  the  basin  of  the  fountain. 

As  soon  as  they  had  finished  their  diabolical 
adorations,  the  evil  genii  began  to  concert  their 
plans  against  the  fair  Margha,  out  of  revenge 
against  her  father,  who  had  so  often  thwarted 
them.  Some  of  them  proposed  one  thing,  and 
some  mentioned  another  way  to  get  the  talisman, 
but  at  last  their  chief,  (whose  name  was  Demde- 
mon,  and  who  was  a  near  relation  of  Eblis  him- 
self,) interrupted  them  all,  saying,  "Do  not  any 
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of  you  imagine  that  you  can  bring  this  thing  to 
bear  by  other  means  than  by  some  of  those 
passions  which  tear  man,  that  vile  lump  of  earth, 
to  pieces.  Man  is  not  formed  to  struggle  with 
them ;  they  are  too  near  akin  to  fire  to  be  min- 
gled with  clay,  and  properly  belong  to  us  alone, 
who  are  all  passions ;  and  this  I  tell  you  is  the 
way  you  shall  win  the  talisman.  First  tempt  her 
by  the  evil  inclinations  which  every  creature  has, 
more  or  less;  for  the  more  wicked  the  way  we 
gain  it,  the  greater  will  be  our  credit :  if  this 
does  not  answer,  tempt  her  by  the  weaknesses 
that  men  call  virtues,  and  then  at  least  you  shall 
succeed." 

This  speech  was  received  by  all  the  dives  with 
shouts  of  approbation,  and  without  stopping  a 
moment,  they  all  took  wing,  and  flew  away 
through  the  cavern,  to  put  their  plan  in  execution. 
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But  we  must   now  return   to   the   King  of 
Tartary,  who,  beginning  to  grow  old,  conceived 
a  great   desire  to   see   his  adopted   child  well 
married  before  be  left  the  world,  and  therefore 
bethought   himself  who   would   be    the   fittest 
match  for  her ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  wished 
that   the   fair    Margha  herself,   who   was  now 
eighteen  years  of  age,  should  have  some  say  in 
the  matter.    He  therefore  caused  it  to  be  noised 
abroad  that  he  wished  to  marry  his  daughter, 
which   he  was  very  well  sure  would   bring   a 
great  number  of  the  neighbouring  kings  to  his 
court,  seeking  for  the  alliance ;  for  besides  that 
Margha's  beauty  and  accomplishments  were  the 
talk  of  all  that  quarter  of  the  world,  it  was  known 
that  he  intended  to   bestow  upon  her  all  his 
dominions,  having  named  her  for  his  successor. 
It  so  happened,  that  when  the  king  had  first 

VOL.    II.  p 
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adopted  the  princess,  he  had  purchased  a  slave 
especially  to  nurse  and  take  charge  of  her,  who, 
as  she  grew  up,  retained  a  very  strong  affection 
for  the  young  lady,  which  was  returned  on  her 
part, — the  nurse  loving  the  princess  as  her  own 
child,  and  the  princess  loving  the  nurse  as  her 
mother.  Now  one  of  the  evil  genii,  thinking 
that  something  might  be  made  of  this,  goes 
cunningly  to  the  palace,  dressed  up  like  a 
woman  who  sells  perfumes  and  such  sort  of 
trinkets,  and  desiring  to  speak  with  the  nurse, 
he  presented  her  with  a  fine  bag  of  musk,  and 
a  box  of  amber  and  gold. 

j^.The  old  lady  was  very  well  pleased  with  her 
present,  and  thought  nothing  but  that  the  pre- 
tended woman  wanted  to  sell  her  wares;  so  she 
said  to  her,  "  Good  woman,  you  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  follow  me,  and  the  princess  shall 
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see  what  you  have  to  dispose  of,  when,  no 
doubt,  she  will  be  a  good  customer  to  you.  As 
this  was  not  just  the  sort  of  answer  the  geni 
wanted  to  have,  he  hung  back,  and  did  not 
follow  the  nurse ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  taking 
hold  of  the  corner  of  her  robe  as  she  was  going 
away,  he  said  to  her,  "  Madam  !  nothing  could 
be  farther  away  from  my  thought  than  to  offer 
you  what  I  have  done  from  any  mercenary  or 
interested  motive ;  but,  let  me  tell  you,  it 
proceeded  from  my  respect  and  esteem  for 
your  person,  which,  indeed,  is  so  great,  that  I 
am  willing  to  tell  you  of  a  certain  treasure  I 
know  of  hard  by,  which  will  make  both  you 
and  me  rich  for  ever." 

Now  it  is  very  often  a  fault  of  old  people  to 
be  covetous,  especially  such  sort  of  folks  as  the 
nurse,  who,   catching  at  the  sound  of  money, 
p  2 
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began  directly  to  ask  where  the  treasure  was, 
to  which  the  geni  replied,  "  You  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  follow  me,  and  we  will  divide  it 
between  us." 

Without  stopping  for  any  thing  farther  than 
just  to  fetch  her  veil,  the  nurse  followed  the 
geni,  who  led  her  into  a  lonely  place  not 
very  far  from  the  palace,  and  then,  in  her 
eagerness,  she  got  a  bit  before  him,  when  he, 
watching  his  time,  caught  her  by  the  throat, 
ii -id  strangled  her  before  she  could  cry  out.  He 
then  stamped  on  the  ground  with  his  foot,  and  a 
hole  immediately  opened,  into  which  he  kicked 
the  body  of  the  old  woman,  when  it  closed  up 
again;  and  having  done  this  diabolical  action 
much  to  his  satisfaction,  he  took  the  appearance 
of  the  nurse,  and  returned  to  the  palace,  where 
the  princess  perceived  no  difference,  and  con- 
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suited  him  upon  all  her  affairs;  but  for  some 
time  this  did  not  serve  him,  as  he  dared  not 
touch  the  talisman  himself,  it  being  engraved 
with  the  name  of  God. 

As  soon  as  it  was  known  to  the  neighbouring 
princes,  that  the  King  of  Tartary  wished  to 
marry  his  adopted  daughter,  a  great  many  were 
glad  enough  to  seek  the  alliance ;  and  therefore 
his  court  was  very  shortly  full  of  kings  and 
princes,  who  came  there  for  that  purpose.  These 
were  all  treated  magnificently  by  the  king,  who 
entertained  them  with  great  feasts,  hunting  par- 
ties, and  concerts  of  music,  but  he  would  not 
give  an  answer  to  any  one  of  them,  until  he  had 
well  considered  their  different  merits,  and  con- 
sulted with  Margha  concerning  her  choice.  At 
last,  all  those  who  came,  excepting  two,  shewed 
^very  one  of  them  some  fault,  which  made  the 
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king  dismiss  them  civilly,  at  the  same  time 
^ving  them  handsome  presents  that  they  might 
not  complain;  and  between  the  two  that  re- 
mained the  king  did  not  know  how  to  choose, 
as  each  of  them  possessed  such  shining  quali- 
ties, as  made  them  well  worthy  of  the  greatest 
princess  in  the  world.'-     '  ffof^-^r';^::'^    -rnfth 

The  first  of  these  was  the  King  of  Ardemis- 
tan,  who  was  a  profound  magician  and  astrolo- 
ger, though,  withal,  the  best  man  in  the 
world ;  he  knew  all  kinds  of  sciences,  together 
with  algebra  and  the  mathematics;  being  gener- 
ous, humane,  and  gentle,  and  also  very  mag- 
nificent. The  other  was  the  young  King  of 
Tibet — the  most  handsome  and  graceful  of  men; 
his  accomplishments  were  beyond  all  com- 
parison ;  he  was  skilled  in  all  warlike  and  manly 
arts;  and  though  he  was  a  refined  granmiarian 
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and   politician,    yet  he   was  so   generous  and 
noble,    that  his  words  and   his  actions  always 
proceeded  from   his   heart   direct,   though    in- 
sensibly guided  by  the  elegance  of  his  manners 
and  brightness  of  his  understanding.     He  was 
witty  without  obtrusiveness ;  he  was  generous 
without   ostentation;    he    was  valiant   without 
^gftemerity.     In  short  he  was  as  complete  as  man 
-ocan  be;  and  his  very  faults  seemed  virtues  till 
they  were  examined,  and  then  were  found  to 
I9i'be  virtues  carried  too  far, 

-I'-j  As  yet  the  Princess  Margha  had  seen  neither 
-"giof  these  two  rivals,  who,  though  they  were 
lo  rivals  were  still  friends ;  for  though  their  pas- 
;ns«ions  led  them  to  separate,  their  virtues  bound 
-mthem  together;  and  it  was  now  that  the  dives 
resolved  to  use  all  their  vast  power  to  make  the 
princess  their  own  for  ever.    With  this  thought, 
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her  pretended  nurse  filled  the  ears  of  the  prin- 
cess with  all  manner  of  falsehoods,  to  the  de- 
triment of  the  King  of  Ardemistan,  so  that  the 
princess  conceived  a  violent  dislike  to  him,  and 
secretly  resolved  never  to  marry  him;  which 
resolution  was  greatly  strengthened,  and  her 
aversions  to  him  increased,  by  that  monarch 
killing  a  favorite  deer  of  hers,  one  day  as  he 
was  o^t  hunting.  Now  when  any  person  has 
become  hated  of  another,  every  thing  they  do, 
even  if  it  be  what  is  good  and  proper,  is  sure 
to  be  turned  to  the  wrong  way  and  perverted; 
and  no  one  can  doubt  that  with  the  pretended 
nurse  to  urge  on  her  passions  and  dislike,  the 
Princess  Margha  was  not  likely  to  regard  the 
King  of  Ardemistan's  behaviour  in  the  best 
light  in  the  world ;  on  the  contrary,  her  hatred 
of  him  w£is  sq  great,  that  she  could  not  bear  the 
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thought  of  his  being  at  the  court  of  the  King 
of  Tartary,  ^ghooxI^alBl  ^o  / 

Every  evil  passion  has  a  tendency  to  make 
man  unquiet  and  dissatisfied ;  and  this  being  tlie 
first  that  had  ever  entered  the  bosom  of  the 
princess,  it  took  away  all  her  sprightly  happi- 
ness, and  made  her  melancholy  and  despond- 
ing. One  day,  being  in  this  humour,  she 
walked  out  into  the  garden  of  the  palace,  and 
then  again  into  a  park  that  was  hard  by ;  and, 
being  all  alone,  she  sat  down  under  the  shadows 
of  a  tall  plane  tree  close  by  a  stream,  which 
afforded  an  agreeable  coolness.  She  had  not 
sat  there  long,  however,  when  all  of  a  sudden 
she  heard  a  noise,  and  turning  round  she  be- 
held a  young  man  more  beautiful  than  the  first 
rose  of  the  season. 

"Madam,"  said  the  young  King  of  Tibet, 
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for  it  was  he  she  saw,  "  if,  as  my  hopes  would 
have  it,  you  are  the  Princess  Margha,  I  shall 
esteem  myself  the  most  happy  of  men  in 
being  your  suitor ;  but  if  you  are  any  one 
else,  I  henceforth  give  up  all  thoughts  of  her, 
and  dedicate  myself  entirely  to  your  service;" 
and  at  the  same  time  he  threw  himself  at  her 
feet  and  kissed  the  hem  of  her  garment. 

The  princess,  who  had  never  thought  to  meet 
with  any  one  in  that  place,  had  taken  no  care 
to  put  on  her  veil  before  she  came  out,  and 
therefore  was  at  first  in  some  confusion,  but 
presently  recovering  herself,  she  answered  him. 
"  Sir,  you  are  quite  in  the  right,  for  my  name,  as 
you  say,  is  Margha,  but  though,  from  your  air 
"^  land  appearance,  I  cannot  doubt  you  to  be  of 
high  rank  and  merit,  nevertheless,  I  should  like 
to  know  who  it  is  I  am  talking  to. 
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"  Madam,"  replied  he  "  my  name  is  Noured- 
din  Ben  Mohammed;  I  am  also  King-  of  Tibet; 
and  could  my  services  draw  from  your  eyes  a 
look  of  approbation,  I  should  conceive  myself 
the  most  happy  of  men,  and  look  upon  the 
sorrows  of  the  world  as  nothing."    !>oth9b  bn^ 

This  news  very  much  gratified  the  princess, 

who  began  to  feel  that  her  heart  was  not  the 

same  to  the  young  King  of  Tibet  as  to  other 

people;  and  as  his  praise  was  on  the  lips  of  all 

the  world,  she  was  glad  enough  to  find  him  as 

amiable  in  person  as  in  character;  but  as  she 

.n-did  not  know  what  to  answer,  she  only  cast  her 

Sii  eyes  on  the  ground,  and  at  the  same  time,  by 

li  her  blushes,  let  him  understand  that  she  did  not 

lo  think  of  him  unfavourably ;  which   the  young 

^y  king  perceiving,  so  improved  his  opportunity, 

that  before  they  parted  he  was  pretty  well  sure 
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of  being  loved  in  return;  and  the  princess  pro- 
mised to  see  him  again  the  next  day,  at  the 
same  place. 

As  the  princess  went  home,  her  thoughts  were 
not  much  more  in  favoir  of  the  King  of  Arde- 
mistan,  for  the  interview  she  had  just  had.  She 
now  also  looked  upon  him  as  a  rival  of  the  King 
of  Tibet,  in  addition  to  all  that  she  disliked 
him  for  before ;  and  therefore  it  may  be  very 
well  imagined  that  she  would  have  done  any- 
thing, in  order  to  make  him  leave  the  court  of 
her  kind  parent,  the  King  of  Tartary. 

No  sooner  had  she  arrived  at  the  palace  then 
her  pretended  nurse  came  up  to  her,  with  a 
dismal  countenance,  "  Oh,  my  Princess ! "  said 
she,  "the  king,  your  father,  (for  so  they  al- 
ways called  the  old  king)  has  just  been  here 
saying  that  he  intended  to  give  you  in  marriage 
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to  the  King  of  Ardemistan,  who,  to  speak  truly, 
but  little  deserves  so  fine  a  lady  as  you  are; 
but  nevertheless,  there  is  no  help  for  it,  and  of 
course  you  must  do  what  you  are  told." 

At  these  words  the  princess,  who  expected  no 
such  thing,  was  in  a  terrible  affliction.  "Alas!" 
said  she,  "what  is  to  be  done?  and  how  am  I 
to  escape  a  marriage  that  is  odious  to  me  :  for 
you  must  know,  nurse,  that  although  my  hatred 
and  dislike  to  the  King  of  Ardemistan  is  quite 
enough  to  kill  me  with  grief,  if  I  am  obliged 
to  give  him  my  hand,  there  is  another  affair 
which  causes  me  to  wish  him  beyond  the  bounds 
of  the  habitable  world ;  and  which  is  no  other 
than  that  I  love  the  young  King  of  Tibet. 
Think,  therefore,  and  find  out  some  way  that  we 
may  send  him  back  to  his  own  country,  and  if 
you  can  devise  none,  I  certainly  shall  eat  of  the 
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fruit  of  that  tree  which  is  death  to  taste,  and 
poison  myself  sooner  than  become  his  wife." 

"My  dear  young  lady,  Illumination  of  my 
Soul,"  replied  the  pretended  nurse,  "  I  am  sorry 
that  I  know  but  one  way  to  drive  away  the  King 
of  Ardemistan,  and  that  is  such  a  way  that  you 
will  never  consent  to  it,  although  truly  if  I  was 
in  your  place,  I  would  rather  be  without  my 
talisman  for  half  an  hour  than  marry  a  man  I 
hated." 

"  Speak  clearly,  nurse,"  answered  the  prin- 
cess; "  I  do  not  understand  what  you  would  say ; 
for  my  part  I  would  a  thousand  times  rather  be 
in  the  power  of  the  dives,  than  wed  the  King 
of  Ardemistan," 

The  geni  at  this  discourse  was  highly  pleased, 
thinking  that  he  had  no  farther  obstacles,  and 
that  he  should  have  the  triumph  of  making  the 
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princess  lose  the    talisman    by    her  hatred   to 

o*  «ifi  gnioood  nBrt-  <> 

"If  such  be  your  way  of  thinking,  madam," 

he  replied,  "nothing  is  more  easy.  You 
very  well  know  that  the  King  of  Tartary 
has  prohibited  any  one  from  touching  the  ta- 
lisman that  is  round  your  neck,  on  pain  of 
death:  now  you  have  nothing  more  to  do  than 
to  hide  the  talisman  in  any  place  you  like, 
whereupon  I  will  tell  the  king,  your  father, 
that  while  you  where  sleeping  in  the  middle  of 
day,  the  King  of  Ardemistan  came  and  took  the 
talisman  from  your  neck;  and  every  body  will 
believe  it,  for  he  is  famous  for  his  passions  for 
astrology,  geometry,  and  all  kinds  of  hidden 
sciences.  As  soon  as  the  King  of  Tartary 
comes  to  hear  this,  he  will  desire  the  other  to 
return  it  to  you,  also  giving  him  reproaches  for 
having  taken  it ;  and  thereupon  a  quarrel  will 
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ensue,  which  will  oblige  the  King  of  Ardem- 
istan  to  go  back  to  his  own  country;  and  as 
soon  as  he  is  gone,  you  can  make  it  appear  as  if 
you  had  found  the  talisman  again :" — and  to 
this  speech,  which  he  fancied  was  quite  satisfac- 
tory, he  added  a  great  many  other  things,  to 
make  the  princess  do  as  he  would  have  her. 

But  that  young  lady,  though  she  all  the 
time  took  him  for  her  nurse,  would  not  hear 
of  such  a  proceeding.  "  What  you  propose  to 
me,"  said  she,  "is  base  and  abominable,  and 
a  thing  that  I  will  by  no  means  consent  to; 
on  the  contrary,  I  will  throw  myself  at  the 
feet  of  my  father,  and  tell  him  that  I  cannot 
love  the  King  of  Ardemistan  ;  and  I  will  add 
tears  and  entreaties,  which  will  certainly  move 
him ;  and  therefore  say  no  more  of  it,  for  such 
advice  is  not  what  I  want. 

This  she  said  with  so  resolute  a  voice,  that 
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the  geni  very  well  perceived  it  was  useless  to 
urge  her,  and  began  to  be  afraid  that  it  was 
not  through  any  bad  passion  of  hers,  that  he 
should  win  the  talisman;  but,  nevertheless,  he 
was  resolved  not  to  give  it  up  without  farther 
trial,  and  therefore  plied  the  princess  with 
sweet  words  to  make  her  forget  what  had 
happened. 

Very  soon  after  he  tried  to  make  the  fair 
Margha  jealous  of  the  King  of  Ardemistan's 
sister,  whom  people  reckoned  to  be  the  most 
beautiful  woman  in  the  world,  after  the  prin- 
cess ;  and  he  accordingly  pretended  that  {he 
young  King  of  Tibet  had  fallen  in  love  with 
her.  This  was  farther  confirmed  by  that  prince 
never  coming  for  two  days  to  the  place  where 
he  and  the  princess  used  always  to  meet,  which 
neglect  of  his  was  occasioned  by  a  fit  of  sickness 
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which  the  geni  had  brought  upon  him,  by  put- 
ting the  tail  of  a  serpent  into  a  ragout,  which 
was  going  to  be  served  up  to  him.  ;t;tBrfJ  ^X^"^"*' 

But  in  this  the  wicked  spirit  did  not  succeed 
any  better  than  he  had  done  before ;  for  how- 
ever much  he  tried  to  make  the  princess  part  with 
the  talisman,  she  would  not  do  it  for  so  much 
as  a  minute,  though  he  told  her  that  by  means 
of  it  he  could  take  away  all  beauty  from  the 
King  of  Ardemistan's  sister,  and  make  her  as 
ugly  as  Chindeer,  the  wife  of  Ghosh,  who, 
when  she  was  brought  home  to  her  husband, 
was  so  frightful  that  he  fainted  away  at  the 
sight  of  her. 

Soon  after  this,  as  may  well  be  supposed, 
the  princess  found  out  that  the  pretended  nurse 
had  been  telling  her  lies,  and  that  the  young 
King   of  Tibet   was   constant   and   faithful   to 
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lier,  and  had  never  seen  the  King  of  Ardemis- 
tan's  sister:  upon  which  discovery  she  was  so 
angry,  that  the  geni found  he  could  deceive  her  no 
longer.  In  a  moment,  therefore,  taking  a  terrible 
and  monstrous  form,  he  stamped  on  the  ground 
with  his  foot,  whereupon  it  opened  before  him, 
presenting  to  the  princess  a  dreadful  chasm,  of 
two  thousand  cubits  deep,  at  the  bottom  of 
which  was  to  be  discovered  nothing  but  flames, 
and  hideous  shapes  of  dives,  and  afrits,  lifting 
up  their  long  black  arms,  and  shrieking  out — 
"  the  talisman !  the  talisman ! "  At  the  same  time, 
the  geni  said  to  her  in  a  voice  like  thunder, — 
"  Give  me  the  talisman,  or  I  will  plunge  you 
at  once  into  that  abyss,  to  be  there  tormented 
for  a  hundred  years." 

Now  though  in   truth  the  young  lady    was 
ready  to  faint  with  fear,  yet  she  took  courage 
22 
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after  a  moment,  and  answered  boldly  enough. 
"Vile  geni,"  said  she,  "  I  know  well,  that  if 
you  could  have  done  me  any  harm,  while  I 
have  this  talisman,  you  would  not  have  taken 
so  much  pains  to  get  it  from  me :  so  get  thee 
gone  and  leave  me,  for  I  am  not  so  foolish  as  to 
be  afraid  of  thee,  or  any  of  thy  kind." 

At  these  words  of  the  princess,  the  geni,  who 
found  he  could  not  frighten  her,  as  was  his 
intention,  plunged  down  into  the  fire  and  the 
ground  closed  over  him;  upon  which  the  young 
lady  sent  to  tell  the  old  king  what  had  hap- 
pened; at  which  that  monarch  was  a  great  deal 
surprised,  and  very  much  praised  the  princess 
for  her  way  of  behaving. 

The  fair  Margha  had,  by  this  time,  given 
her  whole  heart  to  the  young  King  of  Tibet, 
who,  for  his  part,  loved  her  in  return,  as  warmly 
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as  she  could  have  wished;  and  their  mutual 
alFection  was  every  day  augmented,  by  meet- 
ing* in  private,  when  they  were  accustomed 
to  confess  their  passion  to  each  other,  and  pro- 
mise constancy  in  a  thousand  fashions.  "  My 
princess,"  the  young  king  would  say,  "my 
heart  is  as  a  green  plant,  and  you  the  sun,  upon 
whose  light  it  lives:  your  eyes  have  shone  upon 
it,  and  it  has  borne  a  flower  which  is  love  ;  but 
should  its  sunbeams  be  turned  away,  the  flower 
would  die,  as  also  the  plant  that  bears  it:  for 
love  is  a  single  blossom  from  a  single  root, 
which  bloom  but  once,  and  wither  both  to- 
gether." 

To  which  the  princess  would  reply, — "  The 
nightingale  loved  the  rose ;  and  when  the  sum- 
mer was  gone,  and  the  rose  faded,  he  could  not 
dwell  alone,    without  the  perfume  of  his  life; 
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SO,  singing-,  he  died  amidst  the  leaves  lie  had 
loved:  for  as  the  rose  lived  on  the  music  of 
the  nightingale,  the  nightingale  existed  on  the 
breath  of  the  rose^^rro'i  off  Jn^iUu  j>rfft  fil'rrr  hnr 

Thereby  wishing  to  signify,  that  she  should 
die  if  separated  from  her  lover.  In  short  their 
mutual  happiness  was  so  great,  that,  like  other 
bright  things,  it  could  not  last.  The  fairest  days 
are  succeeded  by  night,  and  where  was  there 
ever  sunshine,  that  clouds  did  not  follow  it? 

As  pleasure  is  the  most  agreeable  sight  on 
earth  to  good  spirits,  so  to  evil  ones  it  is  pain- 
ful and  distressing ;  for  envy  always  is  the  tor- 
ment of  vice.  What  can  be  less  surprising 
then,  than  that  those  rebellious  genii  whose 
first  torment  is  to  view  the  perfection  of  God's 
works,  should  be  mightily  enraged  when  they 
beheld   the   happiness  of  the  princess  and  her 
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lover.  Nor  was  there  any  one  more  enraged 
than  the  geni,  Demdemon,  who  vowed  never 
to  quit  the  business  till  he  had  got  the  talisman ; 
and  with  this  intent,  he  formed  a  very  cunning 
plan,  whose  success  we  shall  presently  see. 

One  day  the  princess  rose  very  early,  when 
the  rays  of  the  sun  were  first  dawning  among 
the  clouds  of  morning.  The  year  was  yet 
young,  and  nature  seemed  still  in  the  first 
bloom  of  youth.  Nothing  could  be  more  charm- 
ing, and  the  heart  of  the  princess  expanded 
to  the  cheerfulness  of  the  day;  when  all  of  a 
sudden  one  of  her  maids  came  running  into  the 
apartment  where  she  was,  to  tell  her  that  the 
young  King  of  Tibet  was  slain  by  a  wild  beast 
in  the  park  hard  by  the  palace. 

No  sooner  did  the  princess  hear  this  sad 
and  afflicting  news,  than,  without  more  ado,  she 
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ran  out  of  the  palace  into  the  park,  in  order 
to  convince  herself,  with  her  own  eyes,  of  the 
truth  of  what  had  been  told  her,  and  very  soon, 
to  her  grief,  she  beheld  the  body  of  the  young 
king  lying  under  a  tree,  all  bloody. 

For  a  moment,  the  sight  so  affected  her,  that 
she  stood  motionless,  contemplating  the  object 
of  her  regret:  but  this  did  not  continue  long; 
for  directly  after,  giving  way  to  the  force  of 
her  sorrow,  she  exclaimed  in  a  voice  full  of 
grief  and  tenderness, — "And  art  thou  gone, 
oh,  beloved  of  my  soul !  Thou  star  that  guided 
me  over  the  dark  sea  of  life  !  What  is  this 
world  to  me,  but  a  wide  tempestuous  ocean? 
What  is  it  but  a  desert  without  a  well  ?  I  will 
no  longer  live  here  now  the  heart  of  my  heart  is 
gone ;  I  will  not  continue  to  weep  through  a  long 
life  of  misery.    There,  vile  talisman,  (added  she) 
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on  whicli  they  say  my  existence  depends,  thus  I 
cast  thee  from  me.  Now  darkness  cover  my 
eyes,  that  I  may  join  my  beloved!  "  And  at  the 
same  time  she  threw  the  talisman  on  the  ground 
and  flung  herself  down  by  the  side  of  her  lover. 
But  what  was  her  astonishment  when  the  young 
king  of  Tibet  opened  his  eyes,  having  only 
been  asleep,  and  covered  with  the  blood  of  a 
deer  he  had  killed  in  hunting.  At  first  the  joy 
to  see  him  alive  prevented  her  from  minding 
the  talisman,  but  as  soon  as  she  recollected  it, 
she  flew  to  take  it  up  again,  but  at  that  moment 
it  vanished  away,  and  a  monstrous  geni  rose  up 
and  seized  her  by  the  arm,  exclaiming  with  a 
diabolical  laugh,  "  Mine,  mine  for  ever  !  " 

No  sooner  had  he  said  this,  than  a  little 
purple  cloud  appeared  in  the  sky;  and,  coming 
forward    more   quickly    than   a   whirlwind,    it 
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arrived  where  they  were,  carrying  a  beautiful 
lady,  who  was  no  other  than  the  fairy  Alkadin. 
f'^l^'  Foolish  girl,"  cried  she,  approaching  the 
princess,  "  3'^ou  have  cast  away  the  greatest 
gift  that  ever  any  woman  possessed,  and  you 
are  now  in  the  power  of  the  geni  Demdemon, 
the  son  of  Sharagash,  who  is  first  cousin  to  the 
great  apostate  Eblis;  nevertheless,  out  of  cha- 
rity, I  turn  you  into  stone,  and  no  one  shall 
ever  restore  you  till  they  come  to  my  palace 
and  win  the  talisman,  which  has  returned  to 
me  as  its  true  mistress."  Having  said  this, 
she  pronounced  a  few  mystical  words,  and  in 
a  moment  the  colour  faded  away  from  the 
princess's  face;  her  eyes  fixed  and  lost  their 
brightness;  her  hair  no  longer  waved  about  in 
the  air,  but  became  hard  and  motionless;  and, 
in  short,  nothing  remained  of  the  princess  but 
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a  beautiful  statue,  still  lovelier  than  any  other 
thing"  on  earth,  but  silent,  pale,  and  inanimate. 

No  sooner  did  the  geni  perceive  this  change, 
than  he  cried  out  with  a  tremendous  curse,  and 
spreading  his  wings,  carried  the  princess  away 
with  him  into  the  air,  while  the  young  king 
of  Tibet  remained  but  very  little  better  off 
than  the  young  lady. 

But  presently  the  fairy  said  to  him,  "  My 
lord,  do  not  let  sorrow  take  possession  of  you, 
for  you  must  know  that  the  princess  may  yet  be 
yoiiTs ;  if  she  had  lost  the  talisman  through  any 
bad  passion,  she  never  would  have  regained  it ; 
but  as  it  was  from  love,  which  is  a  good  pas- 
sion, she  may  gain  it  again  ;  and  let  me  tell 
you  that  as  she  gave  it  up  out  of  affection  for 
you,  it  will  but  be  generous  of  you  to  seek  it 
again  for  her.     If,  therefore,  such  is  your  in  ten  - 
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tion,  go  to  the  King  of  Tartary  and  tell  him  all 
that  has  happened;  but  especially  you  must 
inform  the  King  of  Ardemistan,  and  bid  him  to 
find  some  way  for  you  to  reach  the  rock  of  Ouran- 
abad,  where,  after  your  return  from  my  palace, 
you  will  have  to  fight  against  the  dives.  After 
having  done  this,  mount  your  horse,  and  set  out 
to  seek  the  Palace  of  the  Talisman." 

As  soon  as  the  fairy  Alkadin  had  finished  this 
discourse,  she  vanished  away  without  waiting 
for  the  young  king's  reply,  who  remained  in 
great  astonishment.  Nevertheless,  he  did  not 
hesitate  a  moment  what  to  do,  but  going  to 
the  old  king,  he  told  him  all  that  had  occurred, 
which  so  afi*ected  that  monarch,  that  he  tore 
his  beard  and  beat  his  breast,  ordering  all  his 
court  to  go  into  mourning,  as  if  the  princess 
were  really  dead.    But  the  King  of  Ardemistan, 
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instead  of  giving"  way  to  grief,  bethought  him 
how  he  could  contrive  some  way  for  the  young 
King  of  Tibet  to  reach  the  rock  of  Ouranabad. 
At  last,  having  hit  upon  something  in  his  own 
mind,  lie  said  to  the  other,  "  What  the  fairy 
requires  is  no  easy  matter,  but  never  mind, 
go  your  way  and  get  the  talisman,  after  which 
come  back  here,  and  I  will  find  means  to  convey 
you  whither  you  w^ant  to  go." 

Now  as  the  young  king  knew  that  the  King 
of  Ardemistan  was  a  most  skilful  magician  and 
mechanic,  this  answer  quite  satisfied  him,  and 
withdrawing  himself  from  the  court,  he  mounted 
a  fine  white  horse,  first  taking  care  to  say  his 
prayers,  and  departing  privately  from  the  capital, 
gave  himself  up  to  the  direction  of  chance.  After 
having  travelled  on  for  twenty  days,  without 
coming  to  anything  which  should  lead  him  to 
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think  that  he  was  near  the  end  of  his  journey, 
the  young  king  began  to  think  of  taking  some 
other  road,  when  ail  of  a  sudden  he  began  to 
perceive  that  every  thing  thereabout  was  not 
in  the  common  order  of  things.  But  that  which 
he  principally  regarded  was  a  forest  of  tall  trees, 
in  which  the  road  he  was  travelling  came  to 
sudden  end.  These  trees  seemed  to  be  a  kind 
of  palm,  whose  trunks  were  all  bare  and  smooth, 
with  a  cluster  of  branches  and  leaves  at  the 
top.  Now  this  seemed  very  agreeable  to  the 
young  king,  who  thought  that  he  should  find 
there  a  comfortable  shade  from  the  heat,  which 
in  that  place  was  very  great;  so  turning  his 
horse  into  the  forest,  he  went  on  for  some  time, 
thinking  to  himself,  I  may  as  well  go  one  way 
as  another,  for  who  can  tell  where  I  may  chance 
to  find  this  talisman. 
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But  presently,  as  it  began  to  approach  to- 
wards night,  he  tried  to  find  his  way  out,  not 
liking  to  be  in  a  place  most  probably  filled  with 
wild  beasts;  but  though  he  had  got  in  very 
well,  the  trees  being  far  apart  and  at  regular 
distances,  yet  when  he  came  to  try  to  get  out 
again,  the  forest  seemed  to  extend  wherever  he 
turned ;  and  in  a  minute  after,  as  he  stood  to 
consider  which  was  his  best  way  to  go,  he 
heard  a  voice  that  called  him  by  name.  No 
sooner  did  he  look  round  that  way,  than  another 
voice  seemed  to  echo  the  first  in  a  different 
part,  and  again,  when  he  went  towards  it,  a 
different  one  cried  out,  Noureddin,  Noureddin, 
on  another  side ;  tiU  at  last  not  knowing  which 
one  to  follow,  he  rode  straight  on,  but  then  they 
all  began  to  call  him  at  once,  so  that  he  was 
quite  confounded,   till  he  heard  some  beautiful 
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music  like  a  lute,  begin  to  play  before  him, 
and  wherever  that  was  heard,  the  voices  began 
to  call  louder  than  before,  in  order  to  drown  it; 
but  the  more  noise  they  made,  the  music  be- 
came stronger  and  stronger,  and  overtopped 
them  all  with  a  sound  so  delicate  and  sweet, 
that  the  young  king  followed  it  on  quite  en- 
chanted, till  a  new  difficulty  obliged  him  to 
stop;  for  whereas  the  forest  had  before  ex- 
tended, wherever  he  went  it  now  grew  thicker, 
the  trees  closing  in  on  every  side,  so  that  he 
found  himself  in  a  growing  prison.  In  vain 
he  spurred  on  his  horse,  trying  to  get  past; 
wherever  he  came  a  tree  opposed  itself  to 
him,  till  at  length,  losing  all  patience,  he  drew 
his  scimitar,  and  gave  the  one  next  to  him  so 
tremendous  a  blow  on  the  trunk,  that  he  cut 
it  in  two,  and  it  fell  with  a  terrible  noise,  at 
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the  same  time  spouting  out  with  blood.  No 
sooner  had  he  done  this  than  he  heard  the 
sound  of  the  lute  again,  and  riding  on  with 
his  sword  in  his  hand,  all  the  trees  seemed 
to  avoid  him  and  leave  him  a  clear  passage. 

As  soon  as  the  young  king  had  got  out  of 
the  forest,  he  perceived  the  same  kind  of  purple 
cloud  on  which  the  fairy  Alkadin  had  arrived, 
when  the  princess  lost  the  talisman;  which 
made  him  understand  that  the  forest  belonged 
to  the  dives,  and  that  it  was  that  fairy  who 
led  him  out  of  it  by  the  sound  of  the  lute. 

The  cloud  very  soon  disappeared,  and  as 
night  began  to  approach,  the  young  king  made 
all  the  haste  he  could  to  ride  to  something  he 
saw  at  the  end  of  the  plain,  which  he  took  to 
be  a  city ;  but  when  he  came  near,  he  found  it 
to  be  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  vast  camp, 
where  were  a  great  many  guards  and  soldiers, 
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keeping  watch  and  cleaning  their  arms  and 
furniture,  as  if  they  expected  soon  to  meet 
with  an  enemy.  Now  as  nobody  could  see  the 
young  king  without  being  struck  by  his  noble 
port,  and  a  certain  air  of  grandeur  he  had  about 
him,  the  guards  immediately  prostrated  them- 
selves before  him,  and  led  him  to  a  fine  tent, 
where,  by  the  number  of  eunuchs  he  saw,  he 
concluded  that  some  great  princess  must  be 
lodged ;  and  on  making  inquiries,  while  he 
waited  to  be  admitted,  he  found  that  it  was  the 
daughter  of  the  king  of  that  country,  who  had 
taken  up  arms  to  avenge  the  death  of  her  father, 
who  had  been  killed  by  a  neighbouring  mon- 
arch, whose  subjects  were  most  ferocious  giants. 
He  had  scarcely  got  this  information,  when 
an  eunuch  came  out,  and  led  him  into  the  inner 
apartment  of  the  tent,  where  he  found  a  prin- 
cess of  the  most  dazzling  beauty  that  can  be 
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conceived,  surrounded  by  ladies  wlio  were  only 
inferior  to  herself.  She  was  seated  on  a  sofa  of 
rose-coloured  satin,  and  beside  her  lay  a  scimi- 
tar, which  she  had  vowed  should  never  be 
sheathed  till  her  father's  death  was  fully  retali- 
ated. As  soon  as  the  young  king  had  come 
into  her  presence,  he  was  about  to  kiss  the  hem 
of  her  garment,  but  this  the  princess  would  by 
no  means  allow.  "  My  lord,"  said  she,  giving 
him  her  hand,  and  making  him  sit  down  on  the 
sofa  beside  her,  "  I  perceive  very  well  by  your 
countenance  that  you  are  possessed  of  all  sorts 
of  good  qualities,  and  as  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  something  extraordinary  has  brought  you 
hither  to  my  assistance,  be  so  good  as  to  tell 
me  what  has  happened  to  you.  But  first  I  will 
call  for  supper,  as  you  must  needs  be  hungry 

after  your  journey. 

r2 
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Having  said  this,  the  beautiful  princess  com- 
manded her  ladies  to  set  a  collation  before  the 
young  king,  which  was  accordingly  done  with  a 
great  deal  of  magnificence. 

After  they  had  done  supper,  the  young  king 
gave  the  princess  an  account  of  his  birth  and 
rank,  and  of  all  that  had  happened  to  him  in 
the  enchanted  forest;  but  he  took  care  not  to 
mention  the  Princess  Margha,  or  her  transfor- 
mation. The  lady  was  very  much  surprised  at 
the  story  of  the  moving  trees  and  voices;  and 
upon  the  young  king's  requesting  to  know  the 
reason  of  the  war  in  which  she  was  engaged, 
she  replied  thus :  — 

HISTORY    OF    THE    PRINCESS    OF    GAZERABAD. 

"  You  must  know,  royal  sir,  that  my  father 
was  a  king,  possessed  of  as  great  dominions  as 
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come  to  the  share  of  most  monarchs,  and  as  he 
ruled  his  people  with  ^eat  moderation,  he  was 
very  little  troubled  with  civil  wars  or  dissen- 
tions  ;  nor  was  he  often  engaged  in  any  foreign 
broils,  for  he  was  very  just  to  his  neighbours, 
and  also  peaceable.  But,  on  the  contrary, 
when  he  found  himself  obliged  to  declare  war, 
he  took  care  to  make  his  enemies  repent  it. 
Now  amongst  his  allies  were  a  nation  of  giant?, 
who  are  governed  by  a  king  called  Shahginan, 
who  has  proved  himself  the  most  base  and  per- 
fidious of  men,  as  you  shall  hear  presently. 
One  day,  as  my  father  was  sitting  in  the  midst 
of  his  court,  giving  audience  to  all  who  came 
before  him,  as  was  his  custom,  an  ambassador 
arrived  from  King  Shahginan,  desiring  my  fa- 
ther to  join  him  in  delivering  a  certain  princess, 
who  was  kept  prisoner  by  a  barbarous  prince, 
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whose  territories  were  adjacent.  No  sooner  did 
the  king  my  father  hear  this,  than  he  ordered 
tlie  drums  to  be  beat,  and  the  trumpets  to  be 
sounded  in  the  great  square  before  his  palace ; 
and  calling  together  a  great  army,  he  set  out  to 
prevent  so  notable  a  piece  of  injustice,  as  the 
princess  being  longer  kept  a  prisoner.  Having 
joined  his  army  to  that  of  the  giants,  he 
marched  against  the  prince  who  detained  her, 
and  after  a  great  battle  succeeded  in  bringing 
him  to  terms,  and  making  him  give  up  the 
princess,  who  was  conducted  with  a  great  deal 
of  ceremony  to  the  capital  of  the  King  of  the 
Giants,  where  that  monarch  fell  in  love  with 
her.  Now  it  so  happened,  that  my  father,  on 
the  very  first  sight,  had  conceived  a  most  violent 
passion  for  the  princess,  which,  as  it  turned 
out,  was  returned  on  her  side  with  an  ardour 
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not  at  all  less  ;  but  before  ray  father  discovered 
himself  to  her,  he  took  the  fancy  of  making  the 
King  of  the  Giants  the  confident  of  his  design. 
As  soon  as  Shahginan  heard  this,  he  on  his  part 
told  him  how  much  he  also  was  smitten  with 
the  princess,  and  neither  wishing  to  disappoint 
his  friend,  they  agreed  to  submit  their  preten- 
sions to  the  lady,  and  abide  by  her  decision. 

"This  was  accordingly  done,  and  without  more 
ado  the  princess  fixed  upon  my  father,  where- 
upon the  King  of  the  Giants  conceived  a  vio- 
lent jealousy,  which,  however,  he  took  care  to 
conceal,  and  the  marriage  was  solemnized  in 
his  capital  with  all  manner  of  splendour  and 
rejoicing,  y^  ^TisdJ  ..bsnoa* 

"  My  father  and  his  bride  staid  twenty  days 
with  King  Shahginan,  during  all  which  time  he 
treated  them  with  distinguished  respect,  and  all 
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sorts  of  amusements,  just  as  we  put  flowers  on 
the  beasts  we  sacrifice  on  the  Bahreim  ;  but  on 
the  twentieth  night,  just  as  the  princess  had 
retired  to  her  apartment,  he  massacred  all  my 
father's  guards,  and  causing  his  head  to  be 
cut  oiF,  he  sent  it  into  the  princess  wrapt  up 
in  a  napkin.  One  may  very  well  imagine  the 
horror  of  the  princess  on  seeing  her  husband's 
bloody  head,  when  she  unfolded  the  cloth  that 
the  slave  brought  to  her ;  but  immediately  per- 
ceiving what  she  had  to  expect  from  the  monster 
Shahginan,  she  escaped  by  a  private  way  out 
of  his  palace,  and  after  a  great  many  difficulties 
and  disasters,  arrived  at  the  capital  of  her  late 
husband,  where  she  related  to  me  all  the  parti- 
culars of  my  father's  death.  I  wept  with  her 
over  the  recital;  and  after  having  joined  our 
tears  together  in  sorrow  for  our  mutual  loss, 
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she  unfolded  to  me  a  resolution  she  had  taken, 
which  was  no  other  than  to  sacrifice  herself  in 
memory  of  him  she  loved;  and  this  she  kept 
very  stedfastly,  refusing  all  kind  of  nourish- 
ment, till  at  length  she  died,  much  to  the 
admiration  of  all  who  saw  her. 

"  For  my  part,  I  formed  another  determina- 
tion, and  that  was  to  revenge  my  father's  death 
as  long  as  I  had  the  means  to  do  so.  Accord- 
ingly, being  heir  to  his  dominions,  I  assembled 
the  army  which  is  now  with  me,  and  marched 
against  the  King  Shahginan,  who  never  ex- 
pected but  that  I  would  take  vengeance  for 
his  behaviour,  and  therefore  met  me  with  an 
army  equal  to  my  own,  which  is  encamped  on 
the  other  side  of  the  plain. 

"  This  morning,  when  news  was  brought  me 
that  this  was  the  case,   I  repeated  the  prayer 
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which  we  use  in  dangerous  circumstances;  and, 
amongst  other  things,  I  prayed  that  some  skil- 
ful general  might  be  sent  to  take  the  command 
of  my  troops,  which  request  is  very  evidently 
granted  by  the  arrival  of  your  highness,  whom 
I  beg  to  undertake  that  post;  and,  in  case  of 
your  success,  I  promise  to  grant  you  whatever 
you  may  ask  as  a  reward." 

"  Lovely  princess,"  replied  the  young  King 
of  Tibet,  "  an  honourable  man  should  need  no 
temptation  to  serve  any  one  that  may  need 
it,  but  when  it  is  to  serve  one  every  way  so 
beautiful  and  accomplished,  it  becomes  more 
a  pleasure  than  a  duty.  1  therefore  accept  the 
command  you  offer  me,  and  will  do  my  best  to 
requite  your  adversary  as  he  deserves,  but  we 
will  see  if  it  cannot  be  done  without  spilling  so 
much  blood,  as  must  be  in  a  pitched  battle." 
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"  My  lord,"  replied  the  princess,  with  a 
tender  air,  "  I  leave  it  all  to  you ;  but,  above 
all  things,  have  a  care  for  your  own  life,  which 
must  be  valuable  to  many  more  than  yourself." 

Having  said  this,  she  ordered  a  tent  to  be  pre- 
pared for  the  young  king,  of  the  same  magni- 
ficence as  her  own,  and  commanded  all  her 
generals,  emirs,  viziers,  and  soldiers,  to  obey 
him  in  every  thing.  After  which  she  took  her 
leave  of  him,  and  he  was  conducted  to  his  tent, 
where  he  reposed  after  the  fatigues  he  had 
undergone. 

The  next  morning,  very  early,  the  young 
King  of  Tibet  rose  from  his  slumbers,  and 
putting  himself  at  the  head  of  the  army,  he 
marched  against  Shahginan,  King  of  the  Giants, 
and  presently  after  came  in  sight  of  the  camp 
of  that  monarch. 
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No  sooner  did  Shahginan  understand  that  the 
army  of  the  princess  was  coming  against  him, 
than  he  drew  out  his  own  men  in  battle  array, 
when  they  presented  a  very  formidable  appear- 
ance. But  as  soon  as  the  young  king  had  come 
within  half  a  mile,  he  commanded  the  army  to 
halt,  and  sent  forward  a  messenger,  who,  in 
the  midst,  between  the  two  armies,  proclaimed 
that  "Noureddin,  King  of  Tibet,  challenged 
Shahginan  to  single  combat,  and  that  if  he 
refused  to  give  him  this  encounter,  he  would 
tie  him  on  a  camel,  with  his  face  to  the  tail, 
and  cause  it  to  be  proclaimed  before  him — This 
is  the  man  who  was  afraid  to  fight  with  him 
he  had  injured." 

King  Shahginan,  who  heard  this  insulting 
language,  could  not  restrain  his  rage,  but  rid- 
ing forward,  on  a  horse  that  shook  the  ground,  he 
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would  have  slain  the  messenger  on  the  spot,  had 
he  not  made  haste  to  escape  and  get  in  among 
the  troops  of  the  princess,  who  were  all  astonished 
when  they  saw  the  King  of  the  Giants,  who 
was  three  times  the  height  of  any  other  man, 
and  armed  with  a  scimitar,  as  long  as  a  spear. 

Now,  though  the  young  king  was  surprised 
at  the  sight  of  such  a  monstrous  man,  yet  he 
was  not  at  all  afraid,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
drawing  his  scimitar,  he  rode  forward  to  attack 
him,  exclaiming — ^'This  is  the  man  who  en- 
tertains his  allies  for  the  purpose  of  murdering 
them.  Now  shall  the  world  behold  his  pun- 
ishment." And  thereupon  he  attacked  him 
with  such  impetuosity  that  the  King  of  the 
Giants  was  fain  to  be  on  his  guard.  For  some 
time  the  combat  was  doubtful,  for  where  the 
one  combatant  had  valour  and  skill,  the  other 
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had  strength  on  his  side ;  till  at  length  the 
young  King  of  Tibet,  after  drawing  back  his 
horse  about  a  hundred  cubits,  made  him  again 
go  forward  at  the  full  gallop,  at  the  same  time 
bearing  the  edge  of  his  scimitar  directly  against 
the  waist  of  his  adversary,  above  the  shawl; 
by  which  means  he  cut  him  through  the  mid- 
dle, just  as  we  should  cut  a  pomegranate. 
Immediately,  the  army  of  the  Giants  per- 
ceiving the  loss  of  their  chief,  rushed  for- 
ward to  the  battle  with  great  cries:  nor  was 
the  young  king  a  bit  behind-hand,  for  putting 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  princess's  troops,  he 
led  them  forward  with  such  skill  and  conduct, 
that  in  a  very  short  time  he  defeated  the  enemy 
and  took  a  great  many  prisoners. 

After  this  signal  victory,  the  king  returned 
to  the  tent  where  the  princess  awaited   him; 
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and  she,  having  heard  of  all  the  glorious  actions 
he  had  performed  in  her  service,  no  sooner 
beheld  him,  than  rising  off  the  sofa,  she  came 
forward  and  embraced  him,  calling  him  her 
deliverer  and  champion,  together  with  a  great 
many  other  tender  names  ;  and  looked  upon  him 
in  such  a  way,  as  very  well  made  him  imder- 
stand  that  she  had  a  regard  for  him.  But  seeing 
that  he  was  fatigued,  she  ordered  her  women 
to  attend  him  to  the  bath  and  clothe  him  with 
the  most  magnificent  robe  in  her  treasury; 
which  being  done,  she  caused  him  to  sit  beside 
her  and  said,  "  My  lord,  after  all  that  you  have 
achieved  for  me,  it  would  be  foolish  in  me  to 
talk  of  offering  you  a  reward,  because  all  that 
I  possess  is  not  sufficient  to  shew  my  gratitude ; 
yet  nevertheless  if  you  will  accept  of  my  domi- 
nions, which  will    make    no   small   addition   to 
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your  own,  and  also  of  my  person  for  your  most 
humble  slave,  I  shall  consider  myself  happy  all 
my  life,  in  having  such  a  prince  for  my  lord  and 
master." 

This  discourse  put  the  young  King  of  Tibet 
to  a  great  deal  of  confusion,  and  he  was  going 
to  make  an  answer  the  best  that  he  could,  when 
the  princess  stopped  him.  "  Do  not  think,  my 
lord,"  says  she,  "that  I  am  going  to  take  you  by 
surprise.  A  wise  man  never  does  any  thing 
without  forethought ;  therefore,  I  will  not  hear 
your  answer  till  to-morrow,  and  in  the  mean 
time  we  will  sup  and  be  merry ; "  and  upon  that 
she  ordered  supper  to  be  served,  which  was 
done  in  the  most  magnificent  style  possible  to 
conceive.  After  they  had  eaten  of  a  great  many 
unheard  of  delicacies,  that  course  was  removed, 
and  a  beautiful  concert   of  music   intervened. 
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while  the  dishes  were  changing.  The  next 
service  was  better  than  the  former,  and  every 
time  the  dishes  were  changed,  whether  it  was 
meat,  or  fowls,  or  fruit,  or  sweetmeats,  they 
were  always  the  most  rare  and  of  the  finest 
quality.  At  last  wine  was  brought  in,  which, 
in  addition  to  its  being  extraordinary  excellent, 
was  cooled  with  snow  brought  from  the  highest 
mountains  ;  and  as  soon  as  the  young  king  and 
the  princess  had  filled  their  first  cup,  all  the 
attendants  retired,  after  which  they  indulged 
themselves  in  a  thousand  sallies  of  wit,  and 
spent  several  hours  in  agreeable  conversation, 
intermixed  with  liberal  draughts  of  wine  ;  which 
so  far  worked  upon  the  king,  that  he  forgot 
every  thing  but  the  beautiful  lady  before  him. 
The  vast  prospect  of  extended   empire  whicli 
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the  possession  of  lier  dominions  offered  to  him, 
together  with  the  kingdom  of  the  giants,  which 
)ie  did  not  despair  to  conquer,  roused  all  his 
ambition:  her  beauty  inflamed  his  heart,  and 
her  wit  and  accomplishments  captivated  his 
mind.  In  short,  urged  on  as  he  was  by  passion 
and  wine,  he  remembered  nothing  of  what  had 
gone  before,  and  was  going  to  cast  himself  at 
her  feet,  when  suddenly  the  sound  of  a  lute 
was  heard  in  the  tent,  though  no  one  was  seen 
playing.  At  first  it  began  very  loud,  so  as  to 
call  both  his  attention  and  that  of  the  princess ; 
and  then  gradually  sunk  away  into  such  soft 
and  beautiful  sounds,  that  they  became  incapable 
of  moving,  of  speeiking,  or  anything  but  listen- 
ing ;  and,  in  the  meanwhile,  such  an  inclination 
to  sleep  came  upon  them,  that  they  found  them- 
selves constrained  to  obey  it,  and  leaning  back 
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on   the   sofa,    they  both   fell   into   a   profound 
slumber. 

No  sooner  had  the  eyes  of  the  young  king 
closed,  than  he  began  to  dream,  and  first  he 
fancied  himself  in  a  strange  place  where,  though 
there  was  no  person  to  be  seen,  yet  there  were 
a  great  many  beautiful  flowers ;  and  seeing  this 
as  he  went  along,  he  stooped  down  to  gather 
some  of  them ;  but  no  sooner  had  he  got  one 
in  his  hand  than  it  withered  away,  and  the 
leaves  fell  to  the  ground.  After  having  tried 
a  great  many,  and  found  them  all  the  same,  he 
grew  very  melancholy,  till,  in  a  minute,  he  heard 
the  sound  of  the  lute,  and  looking  up  in 
his  dream,  he  saw  the  purple  cloud  he  had 
beheld  before,  which  now  covered  all  that  part 
of  the  sky.  In  a  moment  after,  it  broke  away, 
and  in  the  midst  of  a  great  light,  he  discovered  a 
s2 
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high  rock  of  adamant,  on  which  he  could  plainly 
perceive  the  fair  Princess  Margha,  turned  as 
she  was  into  stone,  guarded  by  two  monstrous 
genii,  who  held  her  by  a  chain.  The  next 
moment  the  statue  appeared  to  have  life  again, 
and  hold  out  her  arms  for  him  to  deliver  her. 
But  just  then  the  cloud  rolled  over  it  all  again, 
and  in  its  place  he  beheld  the  fairy  Alkadin, 
who  said  to  him  in  a  stern  voice,  "  Noureddin,  do 
not  pluck  flowers  that  will  wither  in  your  hand, 
but  rather  seek  that  which  will  bloom  with  you 
for  ever."  No  sooner  had  she  said  this  than  the 
cloud  disappeared,  and  the  young  king  woke; 
and  as  soon  as  he  had  recovered  from  his  first 
surprise,  stole  out  of  the  tent  without  disturbing 
the  princess,  who  still  continued  asleep. 

He   had   no   difficulty  in   finding   his  horse, 
which  was   near   at  hand,   and  mounting   him 
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with  all  speed,  1  e  got  away  from  the  camp 
before  his  absence  was  perceived.  The  whole 
current  of  his  thought  was  now  changed,  and  he 
could  fancy  nothing  but  the  Princess  Margha, 
and  accused  himself  for  having  wasted  so  long 
a  time  which  he  might  have  employed  in  seeking 
her.  Accordingly  he  rode  on  until  it  was  day, 
when  he  found  himself  in  a  very  bare  and  de- 
solate country,  which  discouraged  him  a  great 
deal,  and  being  very  tired,  he  alighted  and  laid 
himself  down  under  the  shade  of  a  tree  that  was 
the  only  one  there  about. 

He  had  not  been  long  there  before  he  fell 
asleep,  and  when  he  woke  again  what  was  his 
surprise  to  find  himself  chained  to  the  trunk  of 
the  tree.  Upon  that  he  cried  out  very  loud  to 
make  some  one  hear,  and  presently  after  he 
perceived  an  old  man   coming  towards  him,  of 
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a  very  hideous  aspect.  He  was  no  more  than 
four  feet  high,  but  withal  amazingly  broad  and 
strong,  having  a  yellow  beard  that  reached 
down  to  his  middle,  with  a  pair  of  eyes  that 
had  no  lustre,  but  when  he  was  angry,  like 
a  fire  of  camels'  dung,  which  is  all  dull  and 
white  till  the  wind  blows  it  into  a  flame.  So 
coming  near  the  young  king,  he  said  to  him, 
with  a  look  full  of  fury,  "  Base  wretch,  what 
is  it  you  do  here,  sleeping  under  my  tree?  Say 
your  prayers,  for  I  am  going  to  punish  you  as 
you  deserve ; "  and  thereupon  he  drew  forth  a 
tremendous  scimitar  to  cut  off  his  head.  Now, 
as  the  young  king  was  chained  to  a  tree,  and 
could  make  no  resistance,  he  tried  to  excite  his 
pity  by  entreaties,  and  accordingly  used  a  great 
deal  of  moving  language,  which  seemed  to 
soften  him.     "  Well,"    said   he  at  last,  "  one 
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should  be  charitable ;  and  therefore  I  will 
not  only  grant  you  your  life,  but  will  also 
give  you  your  liberty,  on  condition  that  you 
do  three  pieces  of  service  for  me,  which  I 
have  a  fancy  for.  Swear  to  me  that  if  I  unchain 
you,  you  will  perform  what  I  command,  in 
three  things,  or  else  you  shaU  continue  my 
slave  till  they  are  done.^juuo'^  9fl;^  ixj9fr^niiiioo 

The  young  king  (not  knowing  that  this  was 
one  of  the  dives  who  were  employing  all  sorts 
of  devices  to  obstruct  his  journey)  readily  pro- 
mised to  perform  the  three  things  he  asked ; 
and  accordingly  the  dwarf  unloosed  him,  when 
the  young  king  demanded  what  he  was  to  do. 

"  Thou  art  a  saucy  slave,"  replied  the  other, 
"  to  speak  to  me  in  that  way,  fall  down  immedi- 
ately upon  thy  knees,  and  say,  '  Master,  what 
are  thy  commands.';^?.    "eiiaW  "     .mri^ 
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The  king"  had  a  great  mind  to  have  pulled 
the  old  fellow's  yellow  beard;  but  just  then 
thinking  that  he  could  not  go  till  he  had  done 
according  to  his  promise,  he  did  as  the  dwarf 
bid  him,  though  it  was  with  a  bad  grace. 

"  The  first  service  you  have  to  do  me,"  re- 
plied his  companion,  "  is  to  build  me  a  palace, 
which  I  stand  in  need  of ; "  and  thereupon 
stamping  with  his  foot,  a  river  came  out  of  the 
ground.  "  There  are  the  materials,"  continued 
he;  "fall  to  work  and  make  haste;"  and  having 
said  this  he  vanished,  leaving  the  young  king 
in  great  surprise  standing  by  the  stream. 

"  How,  in  heaven's  name,"  said  lie  to  himself, 
"  is  it  possible  for  a  man  to  build  a  palace  out  of 
a  river;  this  is  what  I  shall  never  be  able  to 
accomplish,  and  must  always  remain  a  slave  to 
this  horrible  dwarf,  unless  God  or  our  Prophet 
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comes  to  my  relief."  No  sooner  had  these 
words  past  his  lips,  than  he  beheld  the  same 
purple  cloud  he  had  seen  before;  and  the  fairy 
presenting  herself  to  him,  held  out  a  lute  such 
as  our  fine  musicians  play  on,  which  he  had  no 
sooner  taken,  than  the  cloud  vanished  again, 
leaving  him  as  before. 

The  young  king,  who  hoped  she  had  come  to 
give  him  assistance,  was  very  much  disappointed 
when  he  beheld  nothing  but  the  instrument. 
"  What  use  is  this  to  me  ?  "  said  he ;  "  the  grief 
in  which  I  am  plunged  prevents  me  from  enjoy- 
ing music.  Yet  no  doubt  the  fairy  intends  it  as 
a  consolation  under  my  affliction.  I  will  not  be 
ungrateful,  but  will  try  to  amuse  my  sorrow." 
Saying  this,  he  sat  down  on  the  bank,  and 
being  a  skilful  performer,  he  began  playing 
some  of  the  music  of  his  own  country,  and  the 
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sound  of  the  lute  was  such  as  ravished  all  his 
senses ;  but  what  was  his  astonishment  to  be- 
hold an  immense  fountain  begin  to  rise  out  of 
the  midst  of  the  river;  and  as  the  air  went 
on  it  grew  higher  and  higher,  till,  falling  on 
the  other  side,  it  made  a  complete  arch. 

He  now  perceived  the  intention  of  the  fairy- 
was  to  assist  him  in  reality,  and  went  on  play- 
ing with  renewed  hope.  No  sooner  was  the 
arch  quite  perfect  than  ten  other  fountains  rose 
on  each  side  of  it,  and  made  a  magnificent  row 
of  watery  columns.  The  young  king  then  be- 
gan to  play  louder  than  before,  and  immediately 
another  vast  jet  of  water  came  up  behind  the 
arch,  and  after  reaching  the  height  of  an  hun- 
dred cubits,  it  fell  in  grand  streams  dividing  on 
every  side,  and  forming  a  correct  dome,  sup- 
ported by  one  pillar  in  the  centre,  while  the 
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river  flowing  on  through  the  principal  arch,  fell 
into  twenty  small  cascades,  making  the  steps  up 
to  this  palace  of  water,  which,  shining  in  the 
sun  with  a  thousand  rainbows  hovering  all  round 
it,  was  the  most  beautiful  thing  that  can  be 
conceived.  -^^  "^^^^^  ^''^ 

No  sooner  was  the  palace  completed,  than 
the  dwarf  again  appeared  to  him,  and  said, 
with  a  malicious  grin,  "  Since  thou  hast  so 
easily  fulfilled  my  first  command,  thou  wilt 
make  no  difficulty  of  my  second,  which  is  to 
build  me  a  city  round  about  the  river,  out  of 
the  sand,  which  is  plenty  in  this  place.  To 
this  the  young  king  would  have  remonstrated ; 
but  before  he  could  reply,  the  dive  had  va- 
nished as  before ;  and  finding  that  he  must 
comply,  he  set  to  work  in  order  to  do  his  best, 
but  as  fast  as  he  piled  up  the  dust  it  fell  down 
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again,  or  the  wind  came  and  blew  it  all  away. 
As  soon  as  he  perceived  this,  he  bethought  him 
of  the  lute  again,  which  he  had  concealed  from 
the  dwarf ;  and  taking  it  up  he  began  playing 
as  he  had  done  to  raise  the  palace,  when  imme- 
diately a  cloud  came  over  the  sky,  and  a  shower 
of  rain  fell  upon  the  sand;  whereupon  it  all 
fastened  together,  and  began  to  rise  up  into 
houses  and  domes,  mosques,  minarets,  and  pub- 
lic baths,  together  with  colleges  and  foundations 
for  religious  men  and  dervishes,  and  in  short, 
in  a  very  little  while  there  was  a  complete  city, 
with  every  thing  necessary,  as  we  see  in  our 
finest  towns. 

When  this  was  done,  the  dwarf  again  ap- 
peared, and  commanded  the  young  king  (now 
that  he  had  built  him  a  palace  and  a  city)  to 
make  him  a  throne  out  of  one  of  the  clouds  that 
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was  skimming  over  the  sky,  "for  then,"  said  he, 
"  I  shall  be  as  great  as  Solomon,  and  able  to  go 
wheresoever  I  please." 

As  soon  as  he  was  gone,  the  young  king  ap- 
plied himself  again  to  the  lute,  and  in  a  minute 
one  of  the  clouds  began  to  descend  towards 
the  ground,  as  it  came  taking  the  shape  of  a 
Sultan's  throne,  and  directly  after  the  old  man 
appeared.  "  Now,"  cried  the  young  king,  as 
soon  as  he  saw  him,  "  I  am  free,  there  is  your 
throne." 

"  Let  me  see,"  cried  the  dwarf;  and  going 
up,  he  sat  himself  down  upon  it ;  but  no  sooner 
was  he  seated  than  it  began  to  rise,  and  carried 
him  away,  notwithstanding  all  his  cries,  at  the 
same  time  that  the  palace  of  water  sank  into  the 
river,  and  the  city  crumbled  into  dust  again. 

No  sooner  was  the  young  king  thus  delivered 
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from  his  tyrant,  than  he  began  to  thank  God 
for  having  freed  him  from  such  bondage. 
"  Surely,"  said  he  to  himself,  "  every  thing 
conspires  to  prevent  my  attaining  the  talisman, 
which  is  the  object  of  my  journey  ;  neverthe- 
less, nothing  shall  prevent  my  winning  it,  ex- 
cept death,  which,  as  the  poet  says,  is  the  same 
to  life  as  night  is  to  the  day, — a  dark  shadow 
which  hides  every  thing  in  its  cold  obscurity." 

According  to  this  resolution,  the  King  of 
Tibet  set  forward  again,  and  very  soon  arrived 
at  a  vast  mountain,  which  was  so  steep  and 
high,  that  it  took  him  one  whole  day  to  climb 
up  to  the  top ;  but  no  sooner  had  he  arrived 
there,  than  he  beheld  in  the  valley,  which  was 
on  the  other  side,  what  was  very  surprising. 
Two  vast  rivers  of  the  purest  water  fell  from  the 
mountains    round  about  with   such   prodigious 
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force,  that  they  made  the  whole  valley,  which 
was  a  great  many  leagues  wide,  one  grand 
whirlpool,  foaming  and  roaring  in  a  tremendous 
manner.  But  that  which  most  pleased  the  young 
king  to  see,  was  a  beautiful  calm  island  in 
the  middle  of  the  waves,  and  on  it  a  palace 
more  magnificent  than  can  be  described,  rising 
from  the  very  edge  of  the  waters. 

"  This,"  thought  the  young  king,  "  must 
surely  be  what  I  am  in  search  of;  but  how  am 
I  to  get  across  this  terrible  gulf?  Nevertheless, 
I  doubt  not  that  the  fairy  who  has  conducted 
me  here,  will  not  desert  me  just  at  a  pinch  like 
this."  Nor  was  he  wrong  in  supposing  so  ;  for 
in  a  minute  or  two,  he  perceived  something 
coming  towards  him  from  the  island,  which  at 
first  seemed  only  a  bright  spark  upon  the  dark 
struggling  of  the  distant  waves;  but  very  soon 
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he  saw  that  it  was  a  boat  made  of  a  single 
diamond,  which  was  so  fine  that  it  cast  a  light 
upon  the  water  round  it  like  the  beams  of  the 
sun.  In  shape  it  resembled  a  half  moon,  and 
though  there  was  no  one  in  it  to  guide  it,  and 
its  sail  was  nothing  but  one  snowy  white  fea- 
ther of  immense  size,  yet  it  came  gliding  along 
on  the  top  of  the  spray  and  billows,  as  if  it  had 
all  been  quite  calm  and  smooth. 

As  soon  as  the  young  king  perceived  this,  he 
made  haste  down  to  the  shore  to  meet  it,  never 
doubting  that  it  was  sent  for  him;  and,  in  a 
minute  after,  it  touched  the  land,  when  he 
got  in,  and  it  set  out  again  directly  for  the 
island.  Whenever  the  boat  had  got  a  little  way 
from  shore,  the  dives  began  to  stir  up  the 
whirlpool  in  order  to  overwhelm  the  young 
king  before  he  had  gained  the  talisman ;  but, 
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without  any  danger  the  boat  cut  its  way  clear 
through,  and  reaching  the  island,  the  king 
sprang  on  shore,  and  gave  thanks  for  his  safety. 
As  soon  as  he  had  shown  his  gratitude  to 
God,  he  went  up  to  the  palace,  which  he  now 
perceived  to  be  of  pure  alabaster  without  a  spot 
or  a  stain.  It  consisted  of  one  immense  dome, 
which  covered  half  a  fursung  of  ground;  this 
was  supported  by  a  thousand  pillars  of  the  most 
exquisite  workmanship,  and  under  the  dome, 
which  was  open  on  all  sides,  was  a  pavement 
of  white  marble,  inlaid  with  jewels  in  a  multi- 
tude of  forms,  no  one  like  the  other,  but  all 
more  elegant  than  can  be  conceived :  and  in  the 
centre  of  this  vast  area  was  an  altar  raised  upon 
five  steps,  the  first  whereof  was  adamant,  to  sig- 
nify constancy;  the  second  was  of  rock  crystal, 
to  show  purity  of  heart;  the  third  of  ruby,  to 
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mean  courage;  the  fourth  again  of  emerald, 
being  a  symbol  of  the  true  faith ;  and  the  fifth 
of  diamond,  representing  the  brilliancy  of  zeal. 
The  altar  itself  was  of  an  extraordinary  stone, 
that  the  young  king  had  never  before  seen,  but 
which  was  in  reality  the  Avonderful  sakratan,  on 
which  the  earth  is  founded. 

The  King  of  Tibet  never  doubted  that  here 
he  should  find  the  talisman,  although  he  could 
not  perceive  where  it  was ;  but  going  boldly  up 
the  steps,  he  said  in  a  loud  voice,  "  There  is  no 
God  but  God  the  highest  and  most  merciful:" 
and  no  sooner  had  he  pronounced  these  words, 
than  the  talisman  appeared  to  him  lying  on  the 
altar,  v/ith  a  brightness  a  thousand  times  supe- 
rior to  what  it  possessed  before.  But  without 
allowing  himself  to  be  dazzled,  he  stretched  out 
his  hand,  and  made  himself  master  of  it,  when 
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immediately  the  whole  place  was  filled  with 
music,  which  so  overpowered  him,  that,  fright- 
ened and  astonished  at  what  he  had  done,  he 
quitted  as  fast  as  he  could  the  palace  of  the 
talisman;  and  getting  into  the  boat,  had  reached 
the  other  side  before  he  had  time  to  recollect 
himself. 

No  sooner  was  he  safe  on  land,  than  the  boat 
sailed  back  to  the  island;  and  as  it  left  the 
shore,  a  thick  cloud  followed  it,  which  presently 
hid  from  his  sight  the  palace,  the  whirlpool, 
and  the  mountains  round  about,  leaving  nothing 
visible  to  him  but  a  small  path,  which  led  him 
over  the  hill;  and  following  it  straight  on,  in 
three  days  he  arrived  at  the  capital  city  of 
Great  Tartary,  where  he  found  the  king  and 
all  the  court  still  mourning  for  the  loss  of  the 
princess. 
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The  arrival  of  the  young  king,  and  the  news 
that  he  had  brought  back  the  talisman,  gave 
hopes  to  every  one ;  and  the  shopkeepers  and 
citizens  illuminated  their  houses,  as  if  the  prin- 
cess was  already  recovered.  But  the  King  of 
Ardemistan  wore  a  very  heavy  countenance ; 
and  when  the  young  king  asked  him  if  he  had 
devised  some  means  for  him  to  reach  the  rock 
of  Ouranabad,  he  replied,  "  Alas,  my  brother  ! 
you  know  not  what  it  is  you  ask.  I  have  in- 
deed prepared  a  wonderful  horse,  whose  wings 
will  carry  you  to  the  summit  of  that  mountain 
which  no  mortal  could  scale ;  but  when  you  are 
there,  you  will  find  it  defended  by  legions  of 
genii  and  evil  spirits,  which  you  cannot  over- 
come; to  say  nothing  of  the  monster  Ouran- 
abad, who  is  alone  enough  to  daunt  the  stoutest 
heart."     But  to  all  this  the  young  king  replied 
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that  he  feared  not ;  that  he  had  not  undergone 
so  many  dangers  to  give  up  the  pursuit  after 
securing  the  talisman;  and  that  he  would  sooner 
die  than  not  restore  the  princess. 

In  fine,  a  day  was  appointed  for  him  to  set 
out;  and  having  bathed  and  said  his  prayers, 
he  went  with  the  two  kings  into  a  plain  near 
the  city,  where  the  horse  which  the  King  of 
Ardemistan  had  made,  was  placed  for  his  better 
convenience.  This  extraordinary  production 
was  made  of  fine  brass,  and  so  exquisitely 
wrought  that  no  one  could  have  told  it  from  a 
natural  horse,  except  by  the  wings  which  pro- 
ceeded from  his  shoulders,  and  by  his  excessive 
stillness. 

When  they  were  arrived  at  the  place  where 
the  horse  was  stationed,  surrounded  by  guards 
and  officers  to    keep   off  the   people,    the   old 
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king  and  the  King  of  Ardemistan  both  begged 
and  entreated  the  young  King  of  Tibet  to 
consider  well  what  he  was  about,  before  he 
undertook  so  terrible  a  journey ;  but  he  re- 
mained in  the  same  humour,  and  getting  upon 
the  horse,  he  drew  his  scimitar,  and  shaking 
the  bridle  three  times  as  he  had  been  di- 
rected, the  wings  were  immediately  extended, 
and  in  an  instant  he  found  himself  carried  into 
the  air  with  such  prodigious  force,  as  quite  took 
away  his  breath.  He  had  scarcely  time  to  re- 
cover himself,  when  he  quite  lost  sight  of  the 
capital  of  Tartary,  and  very  soon  after  began 
to  see  before  him  a  monstrous  black  rock,  which 
rose  into  the  air  out  of  the  sea  a  thousand  cubits 
perpendicular,  and  for  this  the  horse  made  his 
way  with  the  speed  of  lightning.  The  young 
king,  not  at  all  doubting  that  this  was  the  object 
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of  his  journey,  called  all  his  courage  to  his  aid, 
which  was  the  more  necessary,  as  he  very  soon 
beheld  a  thpusand  horrible  shapes  standing  to 
oppose  his  approach.  Nevertheless,  when  he 
came  near,  he  shouted,  with  a  tremendous  voice, 
"Allah  il  Allah!  Allah  Acbar!"  and  cutting 
through  the  dives,  he  very  quickly  dispersed 
the  foremost  of  them.  But  he  soon  found 
himself  opposed  by  a  more  formidable  enemy, 
which  was  no  other  than  Ouranabad,  who  had 
been  left  by  Demdemon  to  guard  the  princess. 
But  the  young  king,  without  any  fear,  main- 
tained the  combat  for  a  long  time,  till  at  length, 
just  as  he  was  becoming  faint  with  fatigue,  he 
turned  his  eyes  to  where  the  princess  stood 
still,  turned  into  stone.  This  sight  animated 
him  with  fresh  rage,  and  calling  on  the  name 
of  God,  he  dealt  the  monster  such  a  blow  on 
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the  head,  as  made  him  glad  to  spread  his  wings 
and  mount  into  the  air ;  whereupon  the  young 
king-  flew  to  the  princess,  and  clasping  the 
talisman  round  her  neck,  beheld  her  instantly 
restored  to  life,  and  more  lovely  than  ever. 
At  the  same  time  the  power  of  the  dives 
over  her  being  at  an  end,  the  afrits,  the  genii, 
and  the  rock  of  Ouranabad,  all  vanished  away ; 
and  the  princess  and  the  young  king  found 
themselves  standing  just  in  the  same  place 
where  she  had  first  cast  the  talisman  away. 

The  rapture  of  the  old  King  of  Tartary  is 
not  to  be  described,  on  recovering  his  adopted 
child;  the  only  thing  that  disturbed  him  being 
that  he  did  not  know  which  to  give  her  to, — 
the  King  of  Tibet,  who  had  gained  the  talis- 
man, or  the  King  of  Ardemistan,  without 
whose  horse  they  could  not  have  come  at  her. 
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But  all  of  a  sudden  the  fairy  Alkadin  appeared 
in  tlie  midst  of  the  court,  and  taking  the  hand 
of  the  princess,  she  gave  it  to  the  young  King 
of  Tibet;  and  turning  to  his  rival,  she  said, 
"  You,  who  are  a  wise  man,  well  know  that  he 
who  exposes  his  life  to  danger  is  more  deserving 
of  a  reward,  than  he  who  only  exerts  his  skill ; 
the  princess,  therefore,  belongs  to  the  King  of 
Tibet  J  whom  she  loves,  and  who  was  willing  to 
sacrifice  every  thing  for  her.  But  the  Princess 
of  Gazerabad,  in  whose  cause  Noureddin  over- 
came the  King  of  the  Giants,  will  be  happy  to 
give  her  hand  to  a  person  of  so  great  merit  as 
yourself,  she  being  now  near  this  city,  come  on 
purpose  to  thank  her  champion  for  his  service." 
Having  said  these  words,  the  fairy  vanished; 
and  scarcely  was  she  gone,  when  the  Princess 
of  Gazerabad  arrived  at  the  city.     It  so  hap- 
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pened  also,  that  no  sooner  did  she  and  the  King 
of  Ardemistan  meet,  than  they  conceived  a 
violent  affection  for  each  other ;  whereupon  the 
two  marriages  were  celebrated  immediately,  and 
the  old  King  of  Tartary  resigning  the  throne 
to  the  young  King  of  Tibet,  spent  the  rest  of 
his  years  in  the  delight  of  seeing  those  he  loved 
deservedly  happy. 


FINIS. 
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